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Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God
at Horeb, when he said to me, “Assemble the people
before me to hear my words so that they may learn to
revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach
them to their children.” You came near and stood at the
foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to the very
heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness. Then
the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the
sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice.
He declared to you his covenant, the Ten
Commandments, which he commanded you to follow
and then wrote them on two stone tablets.

Ask now about the former days, long before your
time, from the day God created human beings on the
earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other.
Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has
anything like it ever been heard of? Has any other
people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire,
as you have, and lived?

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.
God has come to test you, so that the fear of
God will be with you to keep you from
sinning.”

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious,
I have not turned away.
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me,
I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put to shame.

Who among you fears the Lord
and obeys the word of his servant?
Let the one who walks in the dark,
who has no light,
trust in the name of the Lord
and rely on their God.
But now, all you who light fires
and provide yourselves with flaming torches,
go, walk in the light of your fires
and of the torches you have set ablaze.
This is what you shall receive from my
hand:
You will lie down in torment.

This is what the Lord says—
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God,
who teaches you what is best for you,
who directs you in the way you should go.
If only you had paid attention
to my commands,
your peace would have been like a river,
your well-being like the waves of the sea.

