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Introduction 

 
In Matthew 28:18-19, Jesus called his disciples to go and make disciples of people of all nations.  Part of 
that call to discipleship is for disciples to teach other disciples to obey everything that Jesus commanded.  
This call commits us to an ongoing lifestyle of both learning and teaching.  There is never a time when we 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άŀǊǊƛǾŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
disciples, we should always be teaching others in one way or another, but to follow Jesus is to commit to a 
lifelong ethic of learning as well.  
 
 We start that journey when others sit with us and begin to teach us what it means to follow Jesus as his 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ 
into Christ.  Through the pages of this Bible study series we continue that lifelong journey of learning to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

  

How Should We Approach These Studies ? 
¶ These studies are intended to be flexible and user friendly and to be used in a group or individual setting 

¶ There is no one way to approach these studies 

¶ You might want to sit down and go through these studies in a discipling partnership and mentor 
a new disciple through the series 

¶ You might want to start each study or do a quick overview and encourage the new disciple to 
work through the remainder of the study on their own and then come back and discuss the 
highlights of what you learned during your next time of meeting 

 
Which Studies Should We Do?  
¶ Again, there is no one way to go through this study series 

¶ The studies are written to follow a certain logical progression and you are encouraged to consider going 
through every study 

¶ But you may find that it meets your needs to only go through some of the studies 

¶ There is a logical progression but each study stands alone as well and the studies of this series 
are suitable for flexibility of doing them in a different order or only choosing some  

¶ You may find that some of the studies are longer than what you have time for in one sitting and discover 
that it takes you two or even three times to really dig into and discuss through just one study 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ 

¶ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ōŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ 

¶ Building well is far more important than building fast 

¶ You will find a checƪ ōƻȄ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻŦŦέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ 

 

Didnôt We See That Already? 
¶ As you go through the studies, you might begin to notice certain passages of Scripture or certain concepts 

popping up several times throughout the series 

¶ That is no accident 

¶ We believe that human beings learn best through subtle repetition 

¶ This means that important concepts and passages that are vital for the new disciple to know and 
live by are repeated liberally so as to help us really absorb the full meaning of that particular 
concept or passage 
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What is Faith? 

 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǎŜ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ άƘƻǇŜΣέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  hƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǳƴΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƛǘƘέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǊƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
today, is the action of living ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
and vital element to the believer because, among other reasons, Hebrews 11:6 reminds us sternly that 
without faith it is impossible to please God. 

  

What is Faith?  
Hebrews 11:1 -2 
¶ Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see 

¶ Do you think that faith then applies to anything we want that we cannot see? 

¶ Read Hebrews 11:35 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǇŜέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΚ 

¶ The context of this passage is very important 

¶ This passage, in larger context, has to do with living by and for the reality of the resurrection age, 
which is the great Christian hope 

¶ We are called to be certain of that reality and live according to the values of that age now even 
though we do not yet see it 

¶ By reading this in context, does this give a fuller understanding to your previous understanding of faith? 

 
Romans 4:18 -22  
¶ What is faith according to this passage? 

¶ Abraham was credited as righteous because he had faith that what God promised was true and worth 
living by 

¶ There is an important principle here that we should not overlook 

¶ We can only right have biblical faith in the things that God promises us and those things that God 
tells us we can have faith in 

¶ Can I rightly have faith in being resurrected? 

¶ Can I rightly have faith in the Spirit to guide me through difficult times? 

¶ Can I rightly have faith in God providing for my basic needs as long as I seek his kingdom 
first? 

¶ Can I rightly have faith that God will help me get the exact job or house that I want? 

¶ Which of the above four statements were something in which we cannot rightly have biblical 
faith? 

¶ How does understanding this help adjust your previous understanding of faith? 

 
2 Corinthians 5:7  
¶ What does it meant to walk by faith and not by sight? 

¶ This is another passage where, in context, Paul was referring directly to the hope of resurrection 

¶ What does it mean to be a people that walk by faith in the truth of resurrection rather than sight? 

 
James 2:14 -24  
¶ Faith is nor just mentally agreeing with something 

¶ According to this passage, what is faith? 

¶ ¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ άŘƻέ 
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¶ Faith is action induced by belief and gratitude 

¶ How does this differ from what most people in our world today might say that faith is? 

¶ Genuine faith does not involve thinking that I earn my status in Christ based on what I do because faith is 
completely reliant upon God 

 

Do I Need Faith?  
Hebrews 11:6  
¶ Why is faith absolutely necessary according to this passage? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƛōƭƛŎal faith? 

¶ What two elements of faith are discussed here? 

¶ Most people would agree with the first element of faith here 

¶ But why is it necessary to believe that God will reward those who seek him? 

¶ In the context of this passage, what is the reward to which the author refers?  
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why is it so important for us to understand that, biblically speaking, faith is not just a mental agreement 

with something but includes the corresponding action that confirms that we really do believe it? 

¶ Are there any eȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘέ ƻǊ άŀƎǊŜŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ 
something but did not really demonstrate faith in it? 

¶ How would you respond to the following thought: 

¶ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘŜŘ ŀŎross a tightrope 
stretched over the Grand Canyon while pushing a wheelbarrow with 200 pounds in it. . . Faith is 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭōŀǊǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

¶ What dangers are posed spiritually by reducing faith to mere mental agreement and not understanding 
that action is part of genuine faith? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Understanding Faith 

 
One of the big differences between religion and a genuine relationship with God is understanding.  
Religion tends to thrive when people follow along with certain rules, regulations, or restrictions rather 
than thinking their way through a genuine relationship with God.  Religion conforms while a true 
relationship with God transforms.  It is important, then, to begin to understand as much about topics like 
faith as we can and continue to study and learn what they are biblically and the impact that they have on 
our lives. 

 
From Where Does Our Faith Come?  
Romans 10:17  
¶ From what does faith come according to this verse? 

¶ Why is it important ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
God has promised through his word 

¶ We can take all of our troubles and concerns to God, but we must be careful to root our faith in the things 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 

 
Romans 12:3   
¶ God has distributed faith to each person 

¶ Our faith comes directly as a result of the grace of God 
¶ Why is it vital to understand that God makes faith available to everyone who obeys his word? 

 

1 Corinthians 2:4 -5  
¶ hǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΚ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ faith? 

  

Matthew 9:1 -2  
¶ What does this verse teach us about faith? 
¶ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ άǎŀǿέ  ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΚ 
¶ They believed in Jesus but they also took action on that belief?  

 
What Can Lack of Faith do?  
Matthe w 13:53 -58   
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΚ 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
working in our life? 

¶ Why is it important to understand that lack of faith cŀƴ ƛƴƘƛōƛǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ 
¶ What are ways that you are tempted to struggle in faith or ways that you have shown a lack of faith at 

times?  

  
Ongoing Faith  
Ephesians 3:10 -12  
¶ We develop our relationship with God and continue in the community of Christ, the church, through faith 

in what God said rather than what we see or feel 

¶ What does this mean in practical terms as it relates to being part of a family of believers? 
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¶ Why is being part of the body integral to continuing in a life of faith (see Hebrews 3:12-14)? 

  
Hebrews 10:38 -39  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘέΚ 

¶ We are called to live by faith and not shrink back, regardless of what our sight or feelings might be telling 
us 

¶ As we continue on our journey of discipleship, it will demand us to walk by faith in God and believe the 
things that the Word of God says to be true, oftentimes despite appearances 

  

Things to Ponder  
¶ What is the role of God when it comes to our faith?  What is our role when it comes to faith? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Are We Saved by Faith? 

 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻǊ 
through other means.  The Bible confirms that we are indeed saved through our faith, but not by our 
faith.  We are saved by grace through faith.  But what exactly is faith?  That is the key.  Many in the 
religious world will define faith as little more than a mental agreement with certain ideas.  Anything more 
than that, they would claim is not faith but works.  But if we let the Bible define faith for us we see that 
faith comes to life in action.  Faith that is not accompanied by corresponding action is no faith at all.  In 
this study we will seek to find harmony between the action of being baptized into Christ and having faith. 
 

  

Saved by Grace through Faith  
Ephesians 2:1 -10  
¶ In what state are we before entering into Christ? 

¶ Why does God allow us to enter into Christ? 

¶ tŀǳƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ άōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜέ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¶ We ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ άōȅέ ǿƘŀǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΚ 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¶ By what are we not saved? 

¶ For what purpose are we saved? 

 
Saved by Mercy through Baptism into Christ  
Titus 3:3 -8 
¶ In what state are we before entering into Christ according to this passage? 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ άǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¶ What is the result of our being saved? 

¶ 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ άƎǊŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ άƳŜǊŎȅέ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
this one? 

¶ 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ŀƴŘ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳέ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
one? 

¶ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾŜǊǎŜ рΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƻǊ άǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƘŀǘΚ 

¶ What parallels do you see between verse 5 and Acts 2:38? 

 
Faith and Baptism  
Colossians 2:6 -14   
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳέΚ 

¶ Of what does Paul warn his readers in verses 8-9? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΚ 

¶ When do enter into Christ according to verse 12? 

¶ We are buried in what and raised in what? 

¶ Why do you think Paul connected those two items inextricably within the same event? 

¶ What is the result of this baptism according to verse 13? 

¶ Optional: Continue reading chapter 3.  What further truths does this tell us about being baptized into 
Christ? 
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Romans 6:1 -7  
¶ Why, according to verse 2, should we be done with a life of sin? 

¶ When, according to verse 3, did that death to sin take place? 

¶ Into what are we baptized? 

¶ Baptism buries us into what? 

¶ To what, through faith, are we raised? 

¶ What is the promise for those that have been untied with him in death at baptism? 

¶ Does this verse ever indicate that any of this is symbolic, or does it seem to indicate that this a real event 
that brings real death to sin and the real hope of resurrection and life? 

 

1 Peter 3:17 -22  
- ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ Řƻ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǾƛƭΚ 
- What saved Noah and his family through the water? 
- ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǿƘŀǘΚ 
- Is the water of Noah a symbol or is baptism called a symbol? 
- How are we saved through this water that puts to death sin? 
- How then is Jesus like the Ark? 
- What happens at baptism according to this passage? 
- Thinking of Romans 6, what does it mean that we are saved by the resurrection of Jesus Christ rather than 

this being some mere ceremonial cleansing? 
 

Romans 10:9 -13  
- What did Paul discuss in chapter 6 that is still part of the larger context in this passage? 
- Why is it necessary to believe that God raised Jesus from the dŜŀŘ όŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎk to 

chapter 6)? 
- 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ άŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ [ƻǊŘΚ 
- Based on the continuing context of chapter 6 through this passage, do you have any thoughts? 
- ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ мо ǘƻ άŎŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ? 

o Read Acts 22:12-16 
Á Iƻǿ ƛǎ άŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜέ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ 
Á What happens at baptism according to this passage? 

o ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ άŎŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ 
o 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎŜŘ άƴŀƳŜέ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

synonymous ǘŜǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƭƛŦŜέ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΚ 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Take some time to consider the Scriptural connections between faith and baptism into Christ.  How would 

you explain the connection between the two concepts in your own words.  Talk to someone else and 
make sure that you have a clear understanding of this and can explain it in your own words. 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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The Balance of Faith & Works 

 
What is more important in the life of disciple?  To live by faith or to live by works of righteousness?  
Which one saves us?  Which one keeps us saved?  Which is more important?  Sometimes we can begin to 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
own works.  This can be especially tricky for new Christians, because older Christians often pass along the 
mindset of giving lip-ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ŀ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ 
their own performance and works.  The key is to find a healthy and biblical common ground between a 
ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƪǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭǳƪŜǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘǎΩ 
grace and the mentality that believes that one must constantly be working and succeeding spiritually to 
ŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ DƻŘΩǎ favor.  A biblical balance must be found. 
 

  

What is the Role of Faith?  
James 1:22 -27; 2:16 -24   
¶ True faith results in genuine action 

¶ That is why Jesus followed the call to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength with the 
command to love one another 

¶ How we love others is the demonstration and action point of our love for God 

¶ What is the inter-relationship between faith and obedience according to this passage? 

 
John 8:31 -32   
¶ Can you have true faith without obedience? 
¶ Why did Jesus challenge ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘέ ƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƻǊ 

hold firmly to his teachings? 

 
What is the Role of Works?  
Ephesians 2:8 -10   
¶ By what are we saved according to this passage? 

¶ Why is it important to know that we are not saved by our own works and efforts? 

¶ What should our salvation result in our part, though? 

¶ Our obedience and works are the verifier or evidence of the genuineness of our faith 

 
2 Kings 5:1 -15   
¶ In what ways does this incident serve as a wonderful picture of the role ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

and the necessity of our obedience? 

¶ bŀƳŀŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

¶ LŦ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴƳŜǊƛǘŜŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ 

 
What is the Role of Grace?  
Ephesians 2:8 -9 
¶ What does it mean to be saved by grace? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ wƻƳŀƴǎ уΥм ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΚ  

 

Romans 6:1 -4; Jude 1:4   
¶ Grace can be abused; the grace of God is not a license to continue in sin 

¶ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΚ 
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2 Corinthians 12:6 -10   
¶ ²Ŝ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƴ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

passage demonsǘǊŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΚΩ 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΚ 

 

Titus 2:11 -14   
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΚ 

 

 Action Points   

¶ Go back through the notes from this lesson and make a list of new insights or things that you have learned 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ 

¶ What specific action points will you take this week in response to this lesson? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why do you think that God saved us by grace for the purpose of good works?  What does it mean to be 

saved for good works? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Saved by Grace 

 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ are saved by grace.  That is incredible and encouraging an brings hope to all, 
ȅŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΦ  DǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀǎ άǳƴƳŜǊƛǘŜŘ ǇŀǊŘƻƴέ ƻǊ άōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΦέ  Perhaps the best definition of 
ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŜǊƛǘΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ  Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΚ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
see, God has poured out his grace on his Son, who is worthy of his grace.  It is only by entering into the life 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
own lives.  For us it is entering into the life of Christ that is the unmerited and amazing gift.  Only in the 
ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
difference between one specific restaurant in you town giving away free meals and all of them doing it.  If 
the free food is found in only one place, then you must know where that is in order to go there and 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΦ  {ƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛncredible grace, forgiveness, and salvation. 
 

  

Saved by Grace  
Ephesians 2:4 -8 
¶ According to this passage we are saved by what? 

¶ If we are saved by grace, then it is important to have a good understanding of what that grace is 

¶ Where does this passage seem to ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΚ 

 
Godôs Favor 
Psalm 84:11  
¶ ¢ƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊ όŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƎǊŀŎŜέύΚ 

¶ Who has walked a completely blameless life before God (see Romans 3:23)? 

¶ Who then, would be wortƘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΚ 

 
 

Grace on the Messiah  
Luke 2:40; John 1:14  
¶ Jesus was full of what? 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƎǊŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
άƎǊŀŎŜέΚ 

 

Grace in the Life of Christ  
John 1:16; Romans 3:24; Roman s 5:1 -2; 1 Timothy 1:14; 2 Timothy 1:9  
¶ Out of what do we receive grace (John 1)? 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ όwƻƳŀƴǎ оύΚ 

¶ Through ǿƘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ όwƻƳŀƴǎ рύΚ 

¶ Where is the grace of God poured out on us (1 Timothy)? 

¶ Where do we find the grace that God wants to give to us (2 Timothy)? 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9  
¶ What did it cost Jesus in order for us to receive the grace that was due to him? 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ of Christ? 
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Colossians 2:11 -15; 3:1 -4 
¶ When do we enter into the life of Christ? 

¶ We are buried in what and raised in what? 

¶ Interestingly, the early church (1st, 2nd, 3rd centuries) referred to baptism interchangeably with 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƎǊŀŎŜέ 

¶ What should be the response to dying to our old selves and being raised with Christ? 

¶ We are hidden in Christ, which means we receive everything that is due to Christ. 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ that we can never 
ŜŀǊƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜǊƛǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
grace by entering into the life of Christ through our own merit or worth? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Living by Grace 

 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƳŜǊƛǘŜŘ ŦŀǾƻǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ 
Christ.  But it is a an undeserved gift that does demand a response on our part.  We must never think that 
ǿŜ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ŜŀǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word calls us to. 
 

  

Grace and our Response  
Romans 5:20 -6:2  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜέΚ 

¶ How does grace reign? 

¶ What should be our attitude towards sin (or the response towards sin) based on grace? 

¶ Why do you think grace should result in us being dead to sin? 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
results in our desire to continue to die to self. 

 
Titus 2:11 -14  
¶ ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΚ 

¶ What does grace teach us? 

¶ For what do we wait while the grace of God (the life of Christ) continues to teach us? 

¶ What kind of a people does Jesus Christ want? 

 

Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 15:10  
¶ Ephesians 2:10 says that we are saved so that we can engage in good works (for the will of God).  How do 

these verses connect grace to that thought? 

 

Galati ans 1:6; (See also Galatians 5: 4; Hebrews 12:15; Jude 1:4)  
¶ Grace is certainly unmerited, but why would this passage assert that one can desert the grace of Christ 

and imply that we must continue to live in the grace of the life of Christ? 

¶ We must be on guard because we can abandon it and walk away from it? 

 

No Condemnation  
Romans 8:1  
¶ This verse helps us understand the balance in understanding how grace can be free and unmerited and 

yet how the Scriptures can call us to lives of holiness and warn us not to abandon the life of grace. 

¶ God does call us to the high standard of the life of Christ (Matt. 5-7) and living as Jesus did (1 John 2:6) but 
we must never forget that we are saved by grace and not the standard of the law or being perfect. 

¶ The life of grace enables us to grow in Christ and calls us ever higher 

¶ But there is no condemnation for those in Christ 

¶ What does it mean that there is no condemnation? 

¶ Read Ephesians 4:1 

¶ Grace calls us to the perfection of Christ but reminds us that we are saved by his life and not our 
effort 

¶ That means that we should remember that we should always be growing in the life of Christ, 
always know that we will fall short, and never forget that as long as we remain in the grace of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ 
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Grow in Grace  
2 Peter 3:18  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΚ   

¶ What are some of the ways that we can do that? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ ¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ does it mean to you personally? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÁÒÔȟ /ÕÒ 0ÁÒÔȡ 4ÈÅ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

 
The clear commission that Jesus gave to all that would be his disciple is to go and make disciples of people 
of all nations.  Some that would claim to be Christian largely ignore that call while others take it so 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
constantly making disciples and being evangelistically fruitful.  As part of this great mission, however, it is 
vital to understand the balance between what the Scriptures say is our part in bringing salvation to others 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ǳƴŘǳŜ Ǉressure 
on ourselves.  In addition, it is helpful to know what the role of the non-believer is as well.  When we put 
all these things together we will be able to see the proper role of all involved in bringing someone to 
Christ. 
 

  

Godôs Part 
Go through ea ch of the passages be low and describe Godôs role in conversion  
¶ 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

¶ Acts 17:26-27 

¶ Acts 16:14 

¶ John 16:8-10 

¶ 2 Timothy 2:25 

¶ Acts 8:26-40 

¶ 1 Timothy 2:3-4 

 
My Part  
Go through each of the passages below and describe our role in conversion  
¶ 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

¶ Acts 18:24-26 

¶ Mark 16:15 

¶ Mark 12:31 

¶ Acts 8:26-40 

¶ 1 Peter 3:16 

¶ Ezekiel 2:3-8 

¶ Romans 10:14-15 

¶ Ephesians 2:10 

¶ Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Their Part  
Go through each of the passages below and describe the role of the non -believer in  
conversion  
¶ Acts 17:26-27 

¶ Acts 2:38, 41 

¶ Acts 19:18 

¶ Matthew 6:33 

¶ Acts 8:26-40 

¶ Matthew 13:44-46 

¶ Ephesians 4:22-24 

¶ Romans 6:1-4 

 



18 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why is it important to have a firm understanding of the role of ourselves, God, and others in the process 

of helping others to enter into the Kingdom of God?  What can go wrong if we put any of the 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΚ 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÁÒÔȟ /ÕÒ 0ÁÒÔȡ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÒÏ×ÔÈ 

 
Just as we need to have a clear understŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ 
need to do the same when it comes to the ongoing process of spiritual growth.  Spiritual growth is not 
something that comes solely by God changing us.  Nor does spiritual growth happen as a complete result 
of our own actions.  What we find is a partnership between God, primarily the Holy Spirit, and us as we 
work together to grow up into the life of Christ.  There is also a role for others in the body of Christ when 
it comes to our spiritual growth that is important to understand. 
 

  

Godôs Part 
Go through each of the passages be low and describe Godôs role in spiritual growth  
¶ 1 Corinthians 10:13 

¶ 1 Corinthians 1:7 

¶ 1 Corinthians 1:8 

¶ Romans 8:38-39 

¶ John 16:13 

¶ 1 Peter 4:10 

¶ 2 Peter 1:3-4 

 
My Part  
Go through each of the passages below and describe our role in spiritual growth  
¶ 1 John 3:16 

¶ Ephesians 4:22-24 

¶ Ephesians 4:31 

¶ 2 Peter 1:5-8 

¶ James 4:10 

¶ 2 Thessalonians 2:15 

¶ James 5:16 

¶ Ephesians 4:1-3 

¶ Philippians 2:3-5 

¶ James 4:4 

¶ 1 Timothy 4:7 

¶ Hebrews 5:13-14 
 

Our Part  
Go through each of the passages below and describe the role of the body in spiritual growth  
¶ Acts 2:42-47 

¶ Ephesians 4:11-13 

¶ Hebrews 3:13-14 

¶ Colossians 1:28-29 

¶ Colossians 3:16 

¶ 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

¶ 2 Timothy 4:2 

 

 
 



20 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why is it important to have a firm understanding of the role of ourselves, God, and others in the process 

of helping spiritual growth? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Knowing God: Knowing Him 

 
The last thing that God wants from his people is for us to muddle around in blind obedience to his word 
without knowing why we obey and without having a relationship with him.  Obeying rules without 
knowing why is really the essence of what religion is.  Christianity is most certainly not a religion.  At least 
true Christianity is not.  God wants us to know him and have a relationship with him.  That is his desire 
and that should be our desire as well. 
 

  

What Does God Want From His People?  
Jeremiah 9:23 -24   
¶ ! άōƻŀǎǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎient world was something in which you trusted and relied on to bring you status and 

identity.  How does this help you understand what these verses are saying? 

¶ Why does God not want his people to rely on some of the things listed in these verses? 

¶ Why does GƻŘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ άōƻŀǎǘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΚ 

 
Jeremiah 31:31 -34 (Hebrews 8:11)   
¶ God promised that a New Covenant would come with an identifying characteristic that his people would 

know him intimately because they had chosen to be in relationship with him 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

¶ God wants us to go beyond just following rules and being religious 

¶ He wants us to be in relationship with him and his people 

¶ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎΚ 

 
How Can We Know God?  
 
Through His Word  
Matthew 4:4   
¶ We can know God through his word by completely relying on it as a the source of our thoughts, beliefs, 

actions, and direction in life 
¶ What are some of the things in our world that compete for our attention as the source of our thoughts, 

beliefs, actions, and direction in life? 

 
Romans 16:25 -26   
¶ We can come to an intimate knowledge of God through his word which enables us to obey him 
¶ How does obeying God help us to grow in our intimate knowledge of him? 
¶ Why is it important that our relationship with God is the source of our obedience? 
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΥ άwǳƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴέ 
¶ We want to move past just obeying God without knowing why or without knowing him; that is religion 
¶ God want us to have a relationship with him and his people not religion 

 
Through Jesus  
John 10:2 -5, 14   
¶ If a stranger walked in and claimed to be your best friend and gave the name of your best friend as his 

own name, you would know better because you know your friend 
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¶ If a stranger walked in and introduced himself but used some other fake name that you had never heard, 
ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ 

¶ In the same way, we should know Jesus so well that we immediately know his voice whether it comes 
through his word, the godly advice of another person, or anything else; we should also know when hear 
things that claim to be from Jesus but are not 

 
John 14:7   
¶ As we come to know Jesus through our relationship with him, we will also know the Father 

¶ What are some of the things that we learn about the Father by looking carefully at the life and ministry of 
Jesus? 

 
Things t o Ponder  
¶ What are some of the things you have learned about your relationship with God through his word 

already? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Knowing God: Knowing His People 

 
We have already looked at the important concept of knowing God and having a relationship with him 
through his word.  But there are other important ways that we develop our relationship with God like 
prayer.  Beyond that, we must understand that it is popular in the religious world today to make a 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŜΣ 
however, no such distinction in the Scriptures themselves.  We grow in our relationship with God as we 
learn that God manifests himself in relationship with us most directly through not just his word and 
prayer but also the family of God.   
 

Through Prayer  
Philippians 4:6 -7  
¶ What sorts of things can we take to God in prayer? 

¶ How can we get to know God better through prayer? 

¶ As we pray we will get to know God better and he will reveal himself and his nature to us 

¶ We should not be discouraged that this is a process that takes time, just like any relationship 

¶ We can know God immediately as our Father but it does take time to truly know him and be known at the 
deepest intimate levels 

 
Matthew 6:9 -13  
¶ What are the things that we can learn about our relationship with God by praying like this (Jesus did not 

mean for us to just recite this prayer word-for-word but to pray in this manner) 

¶ Our relationship with God as our Father (v. 9) 

¶ How holy he is and how much we should appreciate and revere that (v. 9) 

¶ To value his kingship and desire to know and carry out his will rather than our own (v. 10) 

¶ That we need to rely on him for our daily needs (v. 11) 

¶ That we need to become like him and take on his nature and character in every part of our lives 
(v. 12) 

¶ That we need to rely on him to keep us secure in the life of Christ (v. 13) 

¶ When we get to know God on all of those levels then we can truly have a deep relationship with him 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
whatever we ask will be given to us because our will is in lock-step with his will 

¶ Do you feel that there are still areas in which GodΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
those areas? 

¶ Being in lock-ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ 

 

Through His People  
1 John 4:20 -21  
¶ What does this passage tell us about the connection between our relationship with God and our 

relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ? 

¶ Why do you think that God feels so strongly about the way we treat our fellow Christians that he lays out 
such an inseparable connection between the way we feel about them and the way we feel about him? 

 
John 21:15 -17  
¶ Why does Jesus call on Peter to feed, love, and care for his people? 

¶ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΚ 



24 
 

¶ When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus indicated that it was loving God but immediately 
connected that to the second greatest which is to love one another.  Why does God demand that we love 
others to show that we truly love him? 

 

Matthew 25:34 -46  

¶ Being in a restored relationship with God means that what is true for God is true of his people 

¶ We love God mostly clearly by the way we love other Christians and we will most tangibly experience 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ 

¶ Why is it so vital to understand that our relationship with God is the clearest indicator of our relationship 
with the Father? 

 
Colossians 1:24 -29  

¶ Paul says that we complete the afflictions of Christ by laying down our lives for othersτin that way others 
can truly encounter the sacrifice of Christ as they experience the tangible act of our sacrifices for them for 
the sake of Christ 

¶ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
manifestation of our love for him, others will feel and experience the love of God 

¶ What are some ways that you can lay down your life for others right now and help them experience the 
love of God? 

 
By Stepping out in Faith   
¶ One way that we can truly know God that is often overlooked is to experience him directly by trusting 

him.  Great athletes come to be known as great because someone trusted them to perform and they have 
come through time and time again.  This develops trust and the knowledge that they can be relied on 
again in the future.  In the same way, we can get to know God at a certain level only when we step out in 
faith and give him the opportunity to provide for us and show himself to be faithful 

¶ When we see God work in answer to our faith we learn to trust him and know him intimately 

¶ The Bible is full of example of people stepping out in faith in response to God and learning to know God 

¶ Take time this week to study out these examples of this principle: 

¶ Genesis 22:10 

¶ Exodus 18:10-11 

¶ 1 Kings 17:7-24 

¶ 2 Kings 5:1-15 

¶ Acts 12:5-11 

¶ Romans 4:17-21 

¶ 2 Timothy 1:12 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why does God absolutely demand that we must love his family if we are going to claim to have love for 

him? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Talking With God 

 
One of the most important aspects of a relationship with anyone is communication.  It is no different in 
our relationship with God.  Speaking with God, prayer, is vital to both our spiritual growth and our 
ongoing depth and understanding of our relationship with God. 

  

The Importance of Prayer  
Mark 1:35  
¶ Jesus was extremely busy but even he found time to pray because he knew he needed it to strengthen his 

flesh (Luke 6:12; Hebrews 5:7) 

¶ He consistently found times and places that were free from distraction and focused on his time with the 
Father 

¶ Do you find prayer to be an important daily activity? 

¶ What are some of the things that could potentially hinder you from consistent prayer? 

 

Psalm 63:1  
¶ Do you have this kind of earnestness for your time to speak with God each day?   

¶ Do you truly rely on him through prayer? 

 
We Need to Learn  
Luke 11:1 -13  
¶ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ had to be taught much about prayer 

¶ Learning to pray is a process 

¶ What important truths about prayer and how to go about it do we learn from this passage? 

¶ What are some ways that you could go about learning to pray effectively and consistently? 

 

Matthew 6: 8 
¶ One extremely important element of learning to pray is knowing why we pray 

¶ Why pray if our Father already knows what we need? 

¶ Think of a parent and a child 

¶ Would you give a child absolutely everything that they want before they even ask? 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎause then they would never learn gratitude for you meeting their 
needs after asking 

¶ They would never learn recognition of the parent as their provider 

¶ They would never learn to appropriately rely on their parents 

¶ They would never learn the boundaries of what they should and should not ask for 

¶ They would never learn to not be selfish as they see how much they actually ask for 
things and the cost of meeting those needs 

¶ They would never have the opportunity to learn what they can do on their own without 
needing the parent to do it for them 

 

Luke 18:9 -14  
¶ What attitude does God want us to learn to have as we pray? 

¶ What happens to those who exalt themselves? 

¶ What happens to those who humble themselves? 

¶ What does this teach us about prayer? 

¶ Which of these two examples are closer to the way you approach prayer? 
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1 Corinthians 14:15  
¶ What are two things that we are called to pray with? 
¶ What does it mean to pray with our spirit? 
¶ What does it mean to pray with our mind? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What do you like the most about prayer? 

¶ Is there anything about prayer or praying consistently that is a struggle for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Talking With God, part 2 

 
One of the most important aspects of a relationship with anyone is communication.  It is no different in 
our relationship with God.  Speaking with God, prayer, is vital to both our spiritual growth and our 
ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
we face in being faithful and consistent in our prayers as well as some specific biblical teaching on how to 
pray. 

 

Obstacles to Prayer  
1 Peter 4:7  
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? 
¶ What can you do to overcome a lack of alertness or concentration when you pray? 

 
Psalm 66:18  
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?  How do you think this can hinder our prayers? 

¶ What can we do to overcome cherishing sin in our heart? 
  

Mark 11:24  
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is alluded to here? 

¶ What can be done to overcome a lack of faith? 

 

Mark 11:25   
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? 

¶ How can a lack of forgiveness for others hinder our prayers? 

 
1 Peter 3:7  
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? 

¶ How do you think that unresolved sin and problems within a marriage (or close relationship) can hinder 
our prayer? 

 

Luke 18:1 -8 
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? 

¶ How can a lack of faith and/or perseverance be a hindrance to prayer?  What can we do about it? 

 

1 John 5:14  
¶ What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? 

¶ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƘƛƴŘǊŀƴŎŜΚ 

 
What God Wants  
Philippians 4:6 -7 
¶ What can we pray about? 
¶ God wants us to cast our anxieties and worries upon him (1 Peter 5:7).  What does this mean for you? 
¶ What anxieties and worries do you need to turn over to God? 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 -18  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎŜŀǎƛƴƎέ? 
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¶ Why does God want us to give thanks to him in all circumstances? 

 

Psalm 5:3  
¶ Why is it a good idea to pray in the morning (not that this is the only time we can pray)? 
¶ Why is it important to have a specific time of prayer each day (Matthew 6:11) 

 

Practical Points for Praying  
Matthew 6:9 -13  
¶ What is commonly caƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

necessarily just be blindly repeated over and over again but it was a model for them how to pray 
¶ άhǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀǎ Ƙƻƭȅέ 

¶ Praise and Honor: 
ü Jesus opened the model prayer by recognizing the greatness of God as our 

Father and praising him 
ü When we pray we can spend a few minutes at the beginning showing our 

gratitude for all that God has done and praising him for his greatness 
ü What are some of the things that you can praise God and thank him for? 

¶ ά¸ƻǳǊ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ 
¶ Kingdom Living 

ü For us, the kingdom has come in many ways, although we still wait its final 
consummation, thus we can pray that it continues to come and that more and 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎǎƘƛǇ 

ü ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ü We want to make a list of the people, things, and events that we would like to 

pray for regulŀǊƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
ü 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ 

will encourage you as go along in your kingdom living 
ü tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀƭƛƎƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ Ƙƛǎ 

work of expanding his kingdom more and more 
ü What are some of the areas about which you most need to pray to bring your 
ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΚ 

¶ άDƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀŘέ 
¶ Needs 

ü We are told that we can take everything to God as our Father; this is the time 
to do that 

ü We should be certain, however, that we are praying for things in such a way so 
ŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 

ü We can also ask that God provide for others whether it be through us or 
various other methods 

ü What are some of the things that are most on your heart to pray about for the 
needs of others? 

ü What is one or two things that you most need to pray about for yourself? 
¶ άCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǊ ŘŜōǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜōǘƻǊǎέ 

¶ Confession and Forgiveness 
ü It is important to confess our sin to God and seek to remain in his forgiveness in 

Christ 
ü This is also a good time to ask God to show us if we need to confess to others, 

ask their forgiveness, or make amends for something that we have done 
ü We should continue to pray that God continues to help us grow in our mercy, 

patience and forgiveness of others 
ü What areas of confession and needed reconciliation with others do you need to 

pray about? 
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¶ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭ ƻƴŜέ 
¶ Deliverance and Purity 

ü Ask God to keep us from harm and temptation 
ü  We should know that God will keep us from much temptation but that he will 

allow us to go through other times of testing 
ü When that happens we should ask that he deliver us, show us how to remain in 

him, and remain faithful to his will 
ü Are there any areas of temptation that you need to pray about? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ In what areas of prayer do you feel that you have the most to learn? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Being Family 

 
In 1 Corinthians 5:15 we are told that one of the primary reasons that Jesus died on the Cross for his 
people was so that we could be part of a community of people that no longer live for themselves but for 
one another.  To do so takes a radical change of mind and of way of life (Romans 12:1-2) to which you 
have already committed yourself.  It means becoming part of a people who live not for our own selfish 
interests but for the interests of our new family in Christ (Philippians 2:1-5).  This is not an automatic 
process, however.  It takes constant thought and study so that we can re-train ourselves out of selfish 
mindsets, individual personal spiritual mindsets, or even religious traditional mindsets.  Church is not a 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
to live a different way from the world around us.  This study will look at some of the key aspects of being 
DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
 

  

Living Like Fam ily  
Acts 2:42 -27  
¶ This is not a picture of a typical religious group in the first century; this was a group that was living like a 

family did with one another 

¶ What important elements do you see being embraced by this community that we can apply to our own 
time?  Can you find at least five? 

 

Family Identity  
Luke 14:25 -27  
¶ Lƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣ άƭƻǾŜέ ŀƴŘ άƘŀǘŜέ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ 

language 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άŜƳōǊŀŎŜέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƻǊ άǊŜƧŜŎǘέ 

¶ Thus, Jesus was saying that we must reject all the things of the world whether they be family, wealth, 
worldly inheritance, or even our own merits as markers of our relationship with God 

¶ The family of God found in Christ is the marker of our sǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
family and nothing else 

¶ Is this still a challenge for you or something that find exciting and encouraging? 

 
Loving Like Family  
John 13:34 -35  
¶ Jesus calls his people to love (which according to 1 John 3:16 means that we lay our lives down for one 

another) each other 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ 

¶ In what ways can you love other disciples right now? 

 

Caring for One Another  
Acts 4:34  
¶ Families in New Testament times expected to care for another by sharing possessions with each other as 

each had need 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ one 
another 
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James 2:15 -17  
 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ WŀƳŜǎ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ άōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊέ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
their physical and material needs?  

¶ Of course, this should be a relationship of mutual love and those who attempt to manipulate or abuse the 
situation should be lovingly dealt with (see 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13) 

¶ Does this still seem challenging for you?  Why? 

 

Making Decisions as Family  
Philippians 1:23 -26  
¶ Paul was torn between what he wanted to do for his own benefit and what would benefit the Christian 

family 

¶ He made his decision based on what was best for the entire family 

¶ When we truly embrace that God has given us a new family and that we belong to one another (Romans 
12:5) we will desire to make decisions based on the benefit of the whole family ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ όWŀƳŜǎ 
4:13-17) and not just what seems best for us  

¶ What does this mean practically as it applies to you? 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ What are some of the big differences as it plays out in our attitudes and daily living of living as members 

of a mutual family as opposed to Christianity being a mere personal spiritual experience that often 
appeals to our own selfish natures? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Loyal to One Another 

 
Jesus came to create a family that would enter into his life and become transformed into his image 
(Romans 8:28-29).  Christianity is not a solo sport but is, rather, a team sport.  We are called to live 
together as a loving family that demonstrates to the world, as best we can in this present age, what it will 
ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƛŎ ƻŦ 
the one another relationships that we seek to develop. 
 

  

The Nature of Our Relationships  
John 13:34 -35  
¶ !ǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ όм WƻƘƴ оΥмсύ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

¶ Why is this such an important passage for a Christian community to constantly remind ourselves of? 

 

Romans 12:1 -16  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ DƻŘǎΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǳǎΚ 

¶ Why do you think that Paul connects being a living sacrifice with the concept of belonging to one another 
and being devoted to one another? 

¶ What do you think that Paul meant by saying that we belong to one another? 

 
Galatians 5:13 -15  
¶ What type of behavior are we called to here rather than indulging our own selfish interests? 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƭŀǿǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭove one another 

¶ Why is the simple call to love one another more demanding than following a bunch of religious rules? 
 

1 Corinthians 12:25 -26  
¶ A true family is connected and shares both honor and identity with one another 

¶ What we do within the body, even if that includes not coming to a gathering, effects everyone else in the 
body 

¶ What sort of characteristics and values must we have in ourselves in order to embrace this kind of life? 

¶ What sort of characteristics and values must we rid ourselves of so as to not stand in the way of living like 
this? 

 

Our Debt to  One Another  
Romans 13:8  
¶ What debt do we have in our relationships with one another? 

¶ To whom do we owe this debt?  Who is the recipient of our paying off this debt? 

¶ How do we fulfill the law of Christ? 

 

Romans 14:13 -19  
¶ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ 

¶ Freedom in Christ means that we are free from the power of sin but it also means that we are free to 
work out with God what it means to love him and love others on an ongoing basis 

¶ If our freedoms should come in conflict with the sincere convictions of another brother or sister, which 
one should take priority? 

¶ Why do you think that God values unity within our relationships above personal freedom? 
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Romans 15:1 -7 
¶ All of our relationships with each other should be with the best interest of one another in mind 

¶ Even the words we speak to one another should be measured carefully to ensure that they are with the 
interests of one another placed in the highest priority and to build one another up into Christ (Ephesians 
4:29) 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ άǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ŎƭŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 
response?  What is more important: to love others or protect our individual rights and interests? 

 
Hebrews 3:12 -14  
¶ What responsibility do we bear towards one another according to this passage? 

¶ What are some practical ways that we can do this as brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 

Hebrews 10:22 -25  
¶ This passage calls us to draw near to God and to hold to our faith unswervingly 

¶ It immediately goes into practical ways of how to do that 

¶ What are we called to do in order to continue to draw near to God and hold firmly to the hope that we 
profess? 

¶ Why do you think that it is important to not give up meeting together? 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ What are some of the big differences as it plays out in our attitudes and daily living of living as members 

of a mutual family as opposed to Christianity being a mere personal spiritual experience that often 
appeals to our own selfish natures? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Bearing With One Another 

 
A very dangerous problem that seeps into the hearts of many Christians, especially young Christians is the 
idea that they should always be treated perfectly within the church.  We tend to look at the ideal life of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ƘǳǊǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ 
way of thinking, though.  We must pay careful attention to the Scriptural calls to bear with one another 
through hurts and disappointments because they are promises that we will fail one another.  Knowing this 
helps to defend our hearts against disillusionment which is one of the most powerful and dangerous 
human emotions. 

 

Every Good Thing  
Philemon 1:6  
¶ How do we understand every good thing that we have in the life of Christ? 

¶ Why do you think this would be true? 

¶ Does this mean that everything that we experience within the body of Christ will be pleasant at the time? 

 

Bearing With One Another  
Ephesians 4:2 -3; 16  
¶ Although we will be like Christ one day, what we will be has not been made entirely known yet and we are 

still in the process of being transformed (1 John 3:2) 

¶ This means that as imperfect, albeit well-meaning people, we will sin against one another, hurt one 
another, and disappoint one anotherτin fact passages like these practically promise that we will be hurt 
and let down 

¶ What should our response be at those times? 

 

Colossians 3:12 -14  
¶ There is an assumption here, and a reality, that we will have opportunities to have grievances towards 

one another  

¶ Our goal is to be prepared to forgive, love and live in peace with one another as much as is within our 
control (Hebrews 12:14-15) 

¶ Why is it so hard for us to forgive when others let us down? 

 

1 Peter 2:19 -24  
¶ How does this passage help direct our thoughts and attitudes during times when we feel that we have 

been mistreated, ignored, or let down? 

 

Matthew 7:3 -5 
¶ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛƴ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ our sin as big 

¶ Is that the way that we usually do it? 

¶ How would it change things if we truly approached perceived hurts and wrongs at the hands of others as 
little things and saw our own sin as big and needing to be dealt with swiftly? 

 

Ephesians 3:10  
¶ The ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Ŧƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘτeven the world can get along 
with people that treat them perfectly 
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¶ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǿƘŜƴ imperfect people bear with one another and remain loyal to one another 
because of our love for God 

 

1 Timothy 3:15  
¶ There is much about the church and our family in Christ that we will love and cherish but there will also be 

tough timeτthere will be times when we have to work against our emotions and put down our desire to 
be treated justly and seek unity and love rather than justice 

¶ What is another term used here for the church? 

¶ What do you think it means that the church is referred to as the pillar and foundation of truth? 

¶ Why is it important to remember that? 

 

1 Peter 4:9 -10  
¶ We should constantly look for ways to be hospitable towards one another, to give to one another, and to 

use our gifts to build one another up 

¶ When we use our gifts what does that enable God to pass through us to others? 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
the body 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ It is well known that Americans are raised to be consumers and have things just the way that we want.  

How does this deeply embedded ethos work against us in being the type of people that we are called to 
be as a biblical church? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Radical Forgiveness 

 
Genuine forgiveness is one of the most difficult things for a human being to do.  Yet it is an absolutely vital 
aspect of life for those in Christ.  Forgiveness is not only necessary for the Christian community to function 
as God intends and for us to remain unified in Christ, it is also indispensible because it is one of those 
things that God says determines how he will act towards us.  If we refuse to forgive others then God will 
show us that same treatment.  Forgiveness, then, is not only something that we should understand well 
but something that we should embrace wholeheartedly and live out lavishly. 
 

  

A God of Forgiveness  
2 Chronicles 7:14  
¶ God has always set an example of forgiveness 

¶ Forgiveness is important because God forgives and calls his people to be likewise forgiving 

 

Micah 7:18  
¶ What does this passage tell us about the nature of God? 

 
Why We Forgive  
Matthew 18:21 -35  
¶ What important principle about forgiveness and mercy does this parable teach us? 

¶ What is most difficult for you about forgiving others? 

¶ How many times are we to forgive others? 

¶ Why do you think Jesus used such an incredible number? 

¶ It is important to remember that the sins that others perpetrate against us, could never match up to the 
severity of our debts and sin against God 

¶ What stunning principle does Jesus lay out in verse 35? 

¶ Does it seem that God might take the importance of us forgiving others more seriously than we often do? 

¶ Why do you think God takes so seriously the concept of us forgiving others? 

 
Matthew 6:14 -15  
¶ Do you think that Jesus really meant this? 

¶ What are the implications of this passage when it comes to our forgiveness of others? 

 
Mark 11:25 -26  
¶ What does Jesus say to do if we need to forgive others? 

¶ Why would forgiveness take precedence over the act of praying in a situation like this? 

¶ ²Ŝ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
prayer is not interrupted 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 

¶ What are some of the things that stand in the way of you radically forgiving others? 

 

Colossians 3:12 -14  
¶ We forgive because it is part of the life of Christ that we have put on when we died to self 

¶ We have a portion of that life because Christ forgave us 

¶ Refusing to forgive otherǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
and fully understood what God has done for us 
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¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ƭƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

¶ It demands that we deal with the depths of our hurt and bitterness and keep working towards 
true forgiveness from the heart 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ {ǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

forgiveness for others 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Actively Forgiving 

 
Genuine forgiveness is not just a concept to be understood but something that we need to actively do in a 
ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  The previous study looked at our motivation for 
forgiveness.  This study will look into the actual process of forgiving and letting go of the bitterness that 
actually accompanies it. 

 

 

It Is Up To Us  
Matthew 18:15 -17  
¶ This passage is directly addressed to situations in which we are personally sinned against 

¶ First, we are to talk to the other person, which often times means putting their interests ahead of our 
own because confronting someone can be extremely uncomfortable 

¶ This should always be done with an attitude of love 

¶ If the person does not listen, sit down in love with others, again for the benefit of helping the one who has 
sinned 

¶ If they still do not repent then the matter should be brought before the church 

¶ At each step the willingness to put their interests first, find reconciliation, and offer genuine forgiveness 
are to have priority 

 
Ephesians 4:31 -32; Luke 17:3 -4 
¶ What does it mean that we are told to get rid of anger, rage, and bitterness? 

¶ We have responsibility in this 

¶ One of the ways that we really let go of bitterness towards others is to understand that the 
ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 

¶ We can only truly forgive those who repent or acknowledge their guilt because forgiveness is the act of 
releasing a repentant person from the guilt and punishment of their offense (this is true for both God and 
us) 

¶ LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
get to hang onto anger and bitterness 

¶ We are still called to release that and wait for the time when they do repent so that we can 
forgive them 

¶ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ǉŀǎǘ 
behavior of which they have repented 

¶ For Example: If someone steals money in a situation where they were trusted but then genuinely 
repents from that sin, they can and should be forgiven and no longer be judged or looked down 
upon for their past action or treated as an offender.  They might, however, need to serve a 
punishment such as jail time and should do so without fighting the consequences of their crime.  
They also should probably not be put in a similar position of trust and access to money for a long 
time to protect them from temptation.  There is no simple answer as to how long such a period 
of time should last but love and wise discernment should be applied. 

 

Matthew 26:27 -28  
¶ When we forgive others we announce to the world the ministry of reconciliation and forgiveness that God 

has made available to everyone 

 

Mark 2:5 -7 
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¶ Only God can forgive sins 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǎƛƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘ 

¶ We forgive the wrong that has been done to us 

¶ What we do is to offer forgiveness for the hurts done to us; this points to, and is a picture of, the ultimate 
forgiveness for sin that we have in Christ 

 

Forgiveness in Action  
2 Corinthians 2:5 -11  
¶ Paul gives a wonderful demonstration of the attitude of forgiveness in action 

¶ He had been wronged but is far more concerned with the good of the /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
the offender against him came and with the offender himself 

¶ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ƘŀŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǎƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
to forgive 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜȄŀmple here? 

 

Acts 9:26 -28  
¶ Less than three years before this Paul had been a persecutor of the church and had Stephen, a beloved 

brother in this church, killed before their very eyes 

¶ Despite all of that, the Jerusalem church quickly forgave and accepted Paul, allowing him to move around 
among them as one of them 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ 

¶ What would it take for you to be willing to embrace that kind of radical forgiveness? 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ What about forgiveness of others do you think is the most challenging element for you? 

¶ How can you go about turning that potential weakness into a strength? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Friendships in the Body 

 
We are truly baptized into the body of Christ and called to be family with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
but one of the most important aspects to that that can often be overlooked is the importance of being 
friends.  Yes, we worship together, serve together, gƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 
to the world through the church but we must also learn that our brothers and sisters in Christ need to be 
our best friends and most important relationships that we can ever have.  It is they that will help us to 
become more like Christ and stay faithful until the resurrection. 

 

 

The Foundation of Our Friendships  
Philippians 2:1 -4 
¶ What is the foundation and source of the relationships between members of the body of Christ? 

¶ Why is it important to realize that our friendships, our relationships, and the way we deal with one 
another all radiates from our connection with Jesus? 

¶ What sorts of things do people in the world typically base friendships on? 

¶ Common interests 

¶ ά/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

¶ ά[ƛƪƛƴƎέ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘer 

¶ What else? 

¶ What should our friendships within the kingdom of God be based on? 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ 
reminding ourselves that friendships within the body of Christ are not based on worldly things and so will 
eventually be deeper but will also take more effort, care, and patience than friendships in the world which 
tend to come easy because we choose the people we want to befriend and stay away from the rest 

¶ The reality is that, at times, we will find people outside of the church that seem easier to befriend (and as 
long as we remain focused on bringing all people into reconciliation with Godτ2 Corinthians 5:14-21τ
then it is fine to have non-Christian friends) 

¶ We must, however, remember that those in Christ should receive the best of our time, our 
loyalty, and our heart 

 

Galatians 6:10  
¶ What is the important principle that is given in this verse? 

¶ What are the practical implications of this principle if we apply it to making and maintaining relationships 
and friendships within the body of Christ? 

 

Romans 12:5 -10  
¶ What does Paul say our relationship to one another is here? 

¶ How is that radically different from the way that most people view relationships within a church or even 
most of their close friendships? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ άōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜέΚ 

¶ Why is it important to note that this is worded as a command? 

 

Hebrews 3:12 -14  
¶ We certainly can and should have great fun and build great memories together but what elements of our 

relationships in Christ do we find here; elements that are usually not found in normal friendships? 

¶ How can this actually help deepen a friendship in the long run? 
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1 Peter 4:8 -10  
¶ What is the result of loving one another deeply? 

¶ Biblically, hospitality referred to sharing everything you had with someone and welcoming them into your 
home, your life, etc. 

¶ Why are we called to offer hospitality to one another without grumbling? 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴtertwine our lives, what 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōŜŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΚ 

 

1 Corinthians 15:33  
¶ This important principle is actually referring primarily here to being around and listening to false teaching 

and doctrines but it is certainly true of all areas? 

¶ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ άōŀŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘΚ 

¶ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƛƴƴŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ άōŀŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅέ ǎƻ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
and love the lost the way that Jesus did and still wisely apply this principle into our lives? 

¶ We must never overlook the fact that what is true for us is especially true for our children 

¶ If our best friendships and the best of our time need to be with believers then that is doubly true 
of our kids 

¶ This will often take more effort and sacrifice to make sure that their best friends are in the 
church but take some time to ask older Christians with older kids if it is time well spent 

 

1 Corinthians 11:1  
¶ What should be the primary goal of our relationships within the body of Christ? 

¶ This must always be the ultimate focus and end of our relationships even as we have fun together and 
share great time and great memoriesτhave fun but let it always be focused on becoming more like Christ 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ Why do you think it is so important to choose to have your strongest relationships be within the body of 

Christ? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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0ÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ $ÅÁÔÈ 

 
One curious aspect of Christians is that we tend to be people who will do things on a consistent basis 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ŧŀmily in the long run.  
In one aspect, these studies are aimed at helping us understand why we do what we do.  This study in 
particular is aimed at helping us to understand the meaning behind the weekly taking of communion (the 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊύΦ 
 

  

Communion  
Exodus 12:1 -16; Matthew 26:26 -29  
¶ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ  

done in freeing them from slavery and creating them as his people 

¶ Passover was a meal that was to primarily be eaten and celebrated in families  

¶ Jesus called together his disciples to eat this meal with them to show them that they were his true family, 
the family of God 

¶ He made some vital changes to the meal to demonstrate for them that Jesus was the true fulfillment of 
Passover; Passover was merely a shadow and a pointer to the true Passover lamb, Jesus the Messiah  

¶ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
done through Jesus to free them from the slavery of sin and create them as his family 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƻŘȅ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǇ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘ 

 

1 Corinthians 10:16 -17  
¶ Partaking in communion is a participation in the sacrifice that Christ made to create us as one body 

¶ Taking communion together proclaims that we are one body, one family, taking this meal of participation 
together 

¶ It is a meal that the family of God takes together to remember and thank God for what he has done to 
free us from the slavery of sin and create us as his family 

¶ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
must be taken this way 

¶ A small amount to represent the action of a meal is fully appropriate as the important part is the 
meaning of the meal and not the amount of the meal 

 
1 Corinthians 11:18 -34  
¶ The Corinthian church was taking communion whenever they came together as the central element of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ό!Ŏǘǎ нлΥтύ 

¶ Paul, however, had harsh criticism for them because the rich among them were bringing their own bread 
and drink and partaking in it quickly, not waiting for the poorer members who worked long days and were 
late arriving, nor sharing with those who did not have their own supplies 

¶ He makes it clear that they were to take this as a meal that demonstrated their unity in Christ 

¶ Not considering one another meant that they were not really considering what this meal was all 
about at all 

¶ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ 

¶ They were taking communion without really discerning what it meant to be the body of Christ 
and were thus taking on themselves the judgment of hypocrisy 
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¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ and declaring that truly through this action, or if we have just been play-acting and 
taking the body of Christ lightly 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ In your own words, why do we take communion together, what does it mean, and why is it so important? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Contributing to the Community 

 
One curious aspect of Christians is that we tend to be people who will do things on a consistent basis 
without ever really understanding why we do them.  ThaǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΦ  
In one aspect, these studies are aimed at helping us understand why we do what we do.  This study in 
particular is aimed at helping us to understand another important element of our weekly worship and the 
life of the community: contributing financially to the common fund of the church family. 

 

 
Contribution to the Common Fund  
Matthew 6:21, 24, 33  
¶ What is significant about the fact that Jesus says that our hearts will follow wherever we put our 

treasure? 

¶ Why do you think that it is impossible to serve both God and money, wealth, and possessions (which is 
the full meaning of the word that is often translŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ άƳƻƴŜȅέύΚ 

¶ What does it mean to seek first the kingdom as it relates to the topic of finances and possessions? 

 

Proverbs 3:9  
¶ Are you honoring God with your wealth? 

¶ Do you give him the firstfruits or the leftovers? 

¶ This calls for us to be responsible in our giving 

¶ If we are gone, the needs of the church still exist 

¶ Make plans to contribute even if you are gone for a week 

 
1 Corinthians 16:1 -2 
¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

¶ But how much should each person give? 

 
2 Corinthians 9:6 -8 
¶ According to this passage, how much are we to contribute to the needs of the church?  What is our 

standard? 

¶ Many Christians just assume that we are required to give a tenth (a tithe) but that was an Old Testament 
standard 

¶ The standard of giving here is not what you have decided in your heart 

¶ The standard is to give generously, even sacrificially (2 Corinthians 8:1-2,)and then to do that willingly and 
with a glad heart 

¶ We should not give under compulsion or pressure 

¶ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊe not giving it is a clear sign of a problem in our heart that needs to be worked out 
with God 

 
2 Corinthians 8:1 -15  
¶ Regular collections to meet the needs of the church are appropriate but so are special collections to assist 

with the special needs of brothers in sisters in spreading the gospel around the world and assisting those 
in less fortunate situations to meet the needs within their church family 

¶ Planning ahead for this is wise 
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¶ Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ όƴƻǘ necessarily equality but sufficiency 
for everyone) rather than surplus and lack 

 
1 Timothy 6:5 -10; 17  
¶ What important warnings are we given here? 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What is the connection between the importance we place in the kingdom of God in our lives and the way 

that we sacrifice financially for the sake of the body? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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A Lifestyle of Learning 

 
In Matthew 28, Jesus called his disciples to not only go and make disciples but he also commanded them 
to an ongoing lifestyle of discipleship, which involved both continual learning from and teaching of one 
another.  The Bible offers no specific, detailed plan of how to go about that but simply urges us within our 
own churches, cultures, and situations to be committed to some form of ongoing discipling or mentoring 
ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ά5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ǎƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 
ongoing learning. 
 

  

Sources of Learning  
Hebrews 3:12 -13; 2 Timothy 2:2 ; Colossians 3:16  
¶ What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages? 

¶ What are different ways that we can learn from one another? 

¶ As young Christians a discipling relationship will most likely take on the form of a mentor and mentee 
relationship 

¶ As you mature in the faith, discipling relationships take on more of a mutual learning form 

¶ What are your feelings about the process of continually learning from others and preparing to teach and 
mentor others as you mature in your faith and understanding? 

¶ What are some of the benefits of constantly learning from one another within the body of Christ? 

¶ What are some of the personal challenges to continue a lifestyle of learning? 

 

Hebrews 4:12; 2 timothy 3:16  
¶ What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages? 

¶ What are some of the different ways that we can learn from the Bible and grow in our understanding of 
it? 

¶ Read 1 Timothy 2:15.  What is the important warning here for us as we seek to study and learn from the 
Bible? 

¶ What role does other Christians help play in us learning to correctly handle the word of God 

 
Titus 2:11 -12  
¶ What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in this passage? 

¶ bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ άƎǊŀŎŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ as the transforming power in 
the lives of believers 

¶ Learning to be led by the Spirit is such a vital aspect of our Christian life and discipleship that we will 
devote an entire study to that later on in this series 

 
Hebrews 5:11 -14; 1 Timothy 4:7; 1 Timothy 6: 11  
¶ What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages? 

¶ What role do we play in our own learning and spiritual growth? 

¶ Although we have many sources for spiritual growth, the ultimate responsibility lies with us 

¶ We cannot put the blame on others if we fail to grow spiritually 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What areas of the Christian life, discipleship, and the word of God do you feel that you most need to learn 

about and grow in? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 
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¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



48 
 

A Discipling Community 

 
ά5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ǎƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  
There are many different ways that we can go about that lifelong learning process in the body of Christ 
but one of those important ways that should not be overlooked is the process of being mentored or 
άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜŘέ ōȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ  ά5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ 
for us to grow spiritually. 

 
The Heart of Being  Discipled  
Colossians 1:28 -2:1  
¶ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ όάǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

¶ There will be times of difficult and disagreement in any relationship but we must remain focused on the 
goal and operate from a motivation of genuine love for one another 

¶ Discipleship is challenging and will never be easy, but it will be rewarding 

¶ What do you most look forward to learning from other disciples? 

¶ What do you think will be some of the challenges or negative temptations in the process of continuing to 
teach and train one another in the life of Christ? 

 

1 Corinthians 11:1  
¶ We want to follow the example of those that are showing us practically how to follow the example of 

Christ 

¶ No person is perfect and so we should only imitate them in the areas that they are following Christ 

¶ 2 Timothy 2:2 refers to teaching and discipling one another as a process of passing it on from one person 
to the next 

¶ We not only want to imitate those who are imitating Christ but we also want to be learning to set an 
example that others can follow 

¶ Why is it important that each Christian be committed to imitating and learning from others? 

¶ Why is it important that each Christian be committed to being imitate-able and willing to teach others? 

 
Matthew 28:18 -20  
¶ We must certainly learn the significance of repentance, baptism, and the full process of entering into the 

life of Christ, but we must also continue to learn well beyond that 

¶ What are some of the areas of following Christ and living a consistently godly life that you think you most 
need to grow in yet? 

 
Proverbs 10:17  
¶ What does this verse call us to value? 

¶ What warning does it give us? 

¶ Have you valued a process like mentoring or discipling in your past or have you tended to stay away from 
such things? 

¶ Why is it so important as a follower of Christ? 

 
Proverbs 11:14  
¶ Why is it important to have advisors? 

¶ Why is it important to have many advisors? 

¶ How often do you seek out advice and ask questions? 

¶ How much of a part does humility play in all of this? 
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¶ What types of things do you think would be profitable to get advice on and learn to approach in a godly 
manner? 

 
Proverbs 15:12  
¶ What motivation does this verse give us to go after discipling in our lives and make sure that we get it 

consistently? 

 
A Practical Approach  
Hebr ews 10:24 -25 ; 3:12 -14  
¶ We should try to maintain contact with one another in one form or another on a daily basis 

¶ Why is that important? 

¶ As part of that, we should also have a regular time (even as often as weekly) to meet with a discipling 
partner 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What do you think might be the biggest obstacle in your life (time, humility, etc.) in engaging in the 

community process of discipling one another? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Battling Temptation 

 
We will all face temptation on a daily, if not hourly basis.  Temptation is inducement to do something 
appealing that we know to be wrong or harmful.  The reality is that every sin and rebellious action that we 
take against God starts with temptation of one sort or another.  We are constantly at war with temptation 
but to be successful in that battle we must know what we are fighting and where we need to fight it. 
 

  

The Battleground  
Ephesians 6:10 -18  
¶ We are in a spiritual battle whether we like it or not 

¶ We will all fight a spiritual battle and we need to know the truth that knowledge and its proper use wins 
battles (Hosea 4:6) 

¶ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ {ŀǘŀƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ 

¶ Where does Satan most often attack us?  In our thinking. 

¶ Thoughts; Ideas; Conclusions, and Suggestions (T.I.C.S.) 

¶ Every action that you have ever taken is a result of your thoughts 

¶ Actions result from these T.I.C.S. 

¶ We must know  that our spiritual battle will take place in the mind so that we can fight the battle well 
 

1 Peter 5:8  
¶ What does this tell us about Satan? 

¶ Lions tend to hunt by separating one individual from the pack 

¶ The quickest way that Satan will do this is through our thought life 

 
Mind Control  
2 Corinthians 11:3  
¶ How was Eve led astray? 

¶ Every unfortunate or sinful action that we have taken goes back to T.I.C.S. that we acted on  

¶ There is an old but true saying that says: 

Sow a thought, reap an action; Sow an action, reap a habit; Sow a habit, reap a character; Sow a 
character, and reap a destiny. . . But it all begins with a thought 

¶ What areas of your thought life can be the most difficult or tempting for you: 

¶ Anger over circumstances 

¶ Bitterness towards others 

¶ Lust 

¶ Etc. 

 
Ephesians 4:22 -24  
¶ Satan deceives us through T.I.C.S. 

¶ Every sin that we takes has its genesis with wrong thinking about God, about ourselves, and about the 
truth of the thing that is tempting us 

¶ To be Christ-like involves controlling our thought life 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ό/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥнмύ 

¶ Jesus tells us in Matthew 5 that sins of the heart and mind are just as serious as sins of action 
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2 Corinthians 10:4 -5 
¶ What does this passage urge us to do with our thoughts? 

¶ We have to measure every thought against the word of God like a ruler 

¶ We cannot keep thoughts from coming but we can keep from dwelling on them 

¶ ά²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ōƛǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƛǊέ 

¶ We have to be extremely careful with our thoughts because most of the time they sound rational and 
appeal to our emotions 

¶ Most of us go to great lengths to protect ourselves from viruses and we lock our doors to protect our 
belongings and yet we naively assume that we can expose our minds to anything we desire without 
having any negative effects whatsoever on us 

¶ What sorts of potentially dangerous things do you expose your mind to (TV, movies, music, 
friends, books, worldly ways of thinking)? 

¶ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
contain things that expose our minds to ungodly ways of thinking and influence 

¶ Taking every thought captive and measuring it can be time consuming but which takes more time: 

¶ To consider every thought and make sure that it is righteous 

¶ Or to clean up the mess from not controlling our thoughts 
 

Romans 12:2  
¶ What areas of your thinking do you feel most need to be transformed? 

 
Think on the Right Things  
Philippians 4:8  
¶ Before we allow ourselves to dwell on any thoughts they should meet the standards of all eight of these 

things 

¶ Something could ōŜ άǘǊǳŜέ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘύ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ 

¶ Keeping our minds focused is a full-time and difficult job 

¶ Here are seven practical ways to keep our thoughts focused on the right things: 

¶ Read the Word 

¶  Our minds will never be more holy than our knowledge of the Scripture will allow 

¶ Memorize the Word 

¶ Use the Word and obey it 

¶ Watch and pray 

¶ Use prayer as an inoculation (before infection) rather than an antibiotic (used after an infection) 

¶ Substitute evil thoughts for righteous ones  

¶ Romans 12:21 

¶ Be honest 

¶ Be realistic about your temptations, the truth of them, and the reality of obtaining them 

¶ Confess to one another  

¶ James 5:16 ς Get in the habit of confessing our sinful thoughts and not just our sinful actions 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What areas of your thought life are the most tempting and challenging for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Transformed by the Spirit 

 
One of the greatest gifts of being immersed into Christ is the promise of receiving the Holy Spirit within 
us.  That is indeed good news but what does it really mean?  How does that help to transform us on a day-
by-day basis and be successful in living the life of Christ?  In short, what does it mean to be led by the 
Spirit in this new life in Christ?  This study will focus on the concept of being led by the Spirit as we seek 
after spiritual growth and becoming more like Christ. 
 

  

The Problem  
Isaiah 55:8  
¶ We do not think like God 

¶ Our minds, heart, and emotions, if left to themselves, will work and operate according to the pattern of 
the world 

 

Jeremiah 17:9  
¶ ¢ƘŜ άƘŜŀǊǘέ ƛƴ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ 

and most inner part of a person 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ άƘŜŀǊǘέΚ 

¶ We cannot trust purely our heart or emotions because they can be deceptive 

 

Romans 1:18 -32  
¶ What we allow to influence us (where we place our trust/security) determines the consequences of 

whether we are led by the Spirit or our flesh 

¶ When we fail to acknowledge and show appreciation to God and then fail to seek him we enter into a 
pattern of distorted thinking that leads us further and further away from God 

¶ When we are not in Christ we are blinded in our thinking by Satan (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

 
Romans 8:5 -8 
¶ How can we walk according to the Spirit and have our mind set on the things of the Spirit if we do not 

have the mind of God and do typically conform to the patterns of the world? 

¶ What we have our minds set on is important 

¶ If we have our minds set on things of the world such as happiness, comfort, or security we will 
not be able to please God or follow the leading of the Spirit 

¶ We must have our minds set on the things of the Spirit and becoming like Christ 

 
The Solution  
Ezekiel 36:26 -27  
¶ This passage is part of a prophecy of the coming of the New Covenant 

¶ What does it promise that God will do for those that are part of his New Covenant? 

 
Psalm 37:4  
¶ What promise is given here to the one who commits himself to the Lord? 

¶ People often read this as though it says that God will give us anything we want, but the promise here is 
that God will give us new desires in our heart; he will transform our hearts so that we want what he wants 
and can be led by the Spirit 
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Romans 6:16 -18  
¶ Learning to be led by the Spirit involves obŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 

¶ This life will run contrary to the desires of our flesh 

 
Romans 8:9 -17  
¶ In Christ we are able to be led by the Spirit 

¶ Trying to be led by the Spirit while still clinging to the fundamental desires of the flesh is like running into 
a brick wall 

¶ We must embrace the new mindset of becoming like Christ in order to be led by the Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 2:11 -16  
¶ What we could do without the Spirit we now can? 

¶ Through the Spirit we have the mind of Christ and are able to be led by the Spirit 
 

Ephesians 4:17 -32  
¶ The goal of the life in Christ is to allow the Spirit to direct us in putting off the old life, our life in the flesh, 

and put on the new life of Christ 

¶ Paul gives us numerous examples of how are led by the Spirit to put off the old behaviors but also to 
replace them with the new behavior, led by the Spirit in the life of Christ 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ άƴŜǿ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎΚ 

¶ What is your plan to go about partnering with the Spirit to achieve that? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What aspect of your character and nature do you think will make it the most challenging for you to have 

your mind set on the Spirit as time goes by? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Trained by the Spirit 

 
How does the actual process of growing in the life of Christ work?  Do we achieve this transformation in 
character through our own hard work or through nothing other than the work of the Holy Spirit?  One 
truth that we must embrace in order to truly be able to be transformed by the Spirit is that both are 
necessary.  We must have the transforming work of the Spirit to direct us and do things that we cannot on 
our own, but he also demands hard work and discipline from us. 
 

  

The Goal  
Colossians 1:28 -29  
¶ What is the goal of our faith? 

¶ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

¶ How does it change the way we approach our Christian life knowing that one of our primary 
focuses is to change, to grow, and to become like Christ rather than just avoid problems and 
άƳŀƪŜ ƛǘέΚ 

 
Galatians 5:13 -26  
¶ We will either be trained in the habits of the flesh or the fruit of the Spirit 
¶ For example, we can be lazy without much effort (like default mode) but as we give into laziness we train 

ourselves in being lazy and so we stay that way 
¶ The flesh is often the path of least resistance but we still train ourselves to live that way and we grow 

accustomed to it  
 

2 Peter 2:14  
¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƎȅƳƴŀȊƻέ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘǊŀƛƴέ 

¶ It is the word from which we get our word gymnasium and it referred to training as in the kind 
that an athlete would do to discipline themselves and train themselves in a sport 

¶ These people had trained themselves in the fleshly act of being greedy 
¶ It is important to understand that we will train ourselves to live one way or the other 
¶ This is also where it is vital to understand the goal of our faith 

¶ If we think that mere salvation is the goal (to avoid punishment) then we will typically become 
overly focused on just not doing wrong things 

¶ If we think that the goal of our faith is to get to heaven then we can focus on skirting by, taking 
the path of least resistance so that we can make it.  The idea of changing can seem difficult and 
unpleasant and be avoided; all we care about is getting to heaven 

¶ But if we understand that the goal of our faith is to become like Christ then we will embrace 
transformation 
¶ But how do we do that? 

 

Spiritual Training  
John 14:15 -18; 25 -26  
¶ The Spirit will act as our counselor, or to put it in a modern vernacular, our personal trainer 

¶ What do personal trainers do? 

¶ They motivate us 

¶ They guide us 

¶ They push us to do new things that we would not have thought of or would not have done on our 
own 
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¶ They teach us how to transform 

¶ But traƛƴŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅΚ 

¶ Trainers guide us but we must partner with them 

¶ We must do the hard work of listening to the trainer and doing what they tell us to 

¶ It is a true partnership 

 

1 Timothy 4:7 -10  
¶ What are we called to train ourselves in here specifically? 

¶ In general terms this tells us that we can be trained in mindset and attitude 

 

Hebrews 5:13 -14  
¶ We can have our minds trained to discern, understand, and perceive 

¶ We can be trained in our actions 

 
Hebrews 12:4 -11  
¶ Throughout this passage, the woǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜέ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜέ 

¶ The word actually refers to the teaching or discipline that might be given to a soldier or student 

¶ IŜōǊŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ άǘǊŀƛƴǎέ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ 

¶ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ άǘǊŀƛƴŜŘέ όǾΦ мнύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƎȅƳƴŀȊƻέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ 

¶ We can be trained in our perseverance 

 

The Gymnazo Principle  
¶ The gymnazo principle of being led by the Spirit simply means this: 

¶ We follow the guidance of the Spirit and the word of God to correct wrong behavior by practicing 
godly behavior, with the right attitude and for the right reasons, until the godly behavior 
becomes habitual 

¶ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΤ 
the Spirit actually partners with us to transform us into these new people 

 
Ephesians 5:18  
¶ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊǎelf to be animated or influenced by alcohol, which 

leads to reaping the fruits of the flesh, rather allow yourself to be animated or influenced by the Spirit and 
so yield the fruit of the Spirit 

¶ When someone is drunk, the whole person is drunk 

¶ In the same way, Christianity is not simply a moral reform system that works on the outside and visible 
person 

¶ It is an entire transformational way of living that effects the entire person 

¶ The ability to be transformed is given by the Holy Spirit and affects everything: our behavior, attitude & 
outlook, worldview, where we place our hope and security, what captures our passions, etc. 

¶ But how are we led by the Spirit? 

¶ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

¶ Through prayer 

¶ Through godly advice 

¶ Through the inner prompting of the Spirit (that will never contradict the word of God) 

¶ If any of those areas seems difficult or confusing, like the inner prompting of the Spirit for example, then 
ask your discipling partner or other mature Christians to explain what they have learned about following 
this aspect of the Holy Spirit 
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Things to Ponder  
¶ In what spiritual area of your life do you feel that you need the most Spirit training?  What is your plan to 

begin working with your personal trainer, the Holy Spirit? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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The Fruit of  the Spirit 

 
When we go into strict physical training we want to see the fruit of that.  We look for things like a change 
in our body, a loss of weight, or increased stamina and strength.  When we go into spiritual training we 
also want to look for the fruit of our efforts and to make sure that we are truly listening to our trainer, the 
Holy Spirit.  In other words, we want to see the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  To see the evidence of the 
Spirit in our life, however, we must be familiar with the fruit of the Spirit so that we can recognize it. 
 

  

Two Opposing Forces  
Galatians 5:16 -18  
¶ What is the relationship here between the Spirit and the flesh (sinful nature)? 

¶ There are two competing ways of life that we can choose; we either live being influenced by our flesh or 
by the Holy Spirit within us 

¶ As Christians we want to live according to the Spirit but how can we truly know if we are? 

¶ The symptoms of a life in the flesh are listed next so that we can take stock and see if the works of the 
flesh are continuing to exhibit themselves as the predominant characteristic in our lives 

¶ If they are then we can be alerted (like an engine warning light) that we are walking in the flesh 

 

The Works of the Flesh  
Galatians 5:19 -21  
¶ We studied out these kinds of ongoing behaviors before immersion but they are still lurking out there if 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊΣ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ 
of the flesh 

¶ Do you see any of these warning lights still flashing in your life 

¶ If so, what does 1 John 1:5-10 tell us about this? 
 

The Fruit of the Spirit  
Galatians 5:22 -26  
¶ Our desire in being trained by the Spirit is to embrace these qualities and see them growing in our lives 
¶ We should be quite familiar with each of these aspects of the fruit of the Spirit so that we can follow the 
{ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

 

Love  
¶ This does not refer to romantic or affectionate love but the perfect and complete love that 

comes from God himself 
¶ It is the sacrificial love that Jesus demonstrated to the world and that we are to embrace in our 

own lives 
¶ What does this kind of love look like in your life? 
¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of love? 

 

Joy  
¶ This is the joy that comes from within based on relationship with God and does not rely on 

external circumstances 
¶ This is different than worldly happiness which does rely on pleasing external circumstances 
¶ What does this kind of joy look like in your life? 
¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of joy? 

 



58 
 

Peace  
¶ This refers to living in a state of harmony and concord with others rather than in constant friction 

with and annoyance by others 

¶ What does this kind of peace look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of peace? 

 

Patience  
¶ This patience actually refers to patient endurance, steadfastness, and perseverance, often in 

response to wrongs done against us 

¶ What does this kind of patience look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of patience? 

 

Kindness  
¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 

¶ What does this kind of kindness look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of kindness? 

 
Goodness  

¶ This refers to uprightness of heart and overwhelming good intentions for the benefit of others 

¶ What does this kind of goodness look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of goodness? 

 

Faith  
¶ CŀƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

as having the character of one who lives this way and can be relied upon 

¶ What does this kind of faith look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of faith? 

 
Gentleness  

¶ DŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎƻŦǘέ ƻǊ άǿŜŀƪέ ōǳǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
and restrained intentionally 

¶ What does this kind of gentleness look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of gentleness? 

 
Self -Control  

¶ Self-control refers to one who masters his desires and passions according to the will of the Spirit 

¶ What does this kind of self-control look like in your life? 

¶ What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of self-control? 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ Which aspects of the fruit of the Spirit have you seen growing in your life?  Which areas do you feel that 

you need the most growth in? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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When We Get in the Way 

 
Our world constantly sends us the message that the best thing we can do for ourselves is to follow our 
heart and trust our own feelings.  This is certainly a popular sentiment, but is it true?  Are our hearts 
something that we can trust to follow or are can our hearts actually hinder us from following the Spirit if 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΚ 
 

  

The Problem of the Heart  
Jeremiah 17:9  
¶ ¢ƘŜ άƘŜŀǊǘέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴs 

¶ What does this passage tell us about the problem of following our heart or emotions 

¶ I have learned that my emotions are some of the most inaccurate sources of information that exist 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

 

Proverbs 14:12  
¶ There is a way that can seem right deep down within us but what does that lead to? 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
disastrous 

 

Proverbs 28:26  
¶ What does this passage tell us about trusting in ourselves and our own emotions? 
¶ Are you ever tempted to trust your own emotions over and against what the word of God tells you? 

 

Mark 7:21  
¶ From where do things like evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, theft, greed, etc., come from 
¶ What does that tell us about the potential problem of trusting our heart and feelings? 

 

Hebrews 3:12 -14  
¶ Our hearts can become hard, sinful, and unbelieving, or skeptical and turn from God even after we can 

received the Holy Spirit 
¶ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ than our hearts so that our heart can be 

transformed 
¶ What is the tool mentioned here that will help to keep us from going astray in our heart? 

 

1 Samuel 16:7  
¶ What goes on in our heart is important because God looks at the heart 
¶ Blindly following our heart as the world tells us to can be dangerous 
¶ We need to learn to not follow our heart but follow the Spirit so that he can transform our heart 
¶ We need to train our hearts so that it can be transformed to follow the Spirit 

 

The Cure for the Heart  
Jeremiah 29:1 3 
¶ What does this passage tell us about our heart? 
¶ We need to continue to seek God with all of our heart rather than the desires of our flesh 

 
Psalm 51:17  
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¶ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
¶ Do you trust your heart and emotions or the word of God? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜΚ 

 
Proverbs 3:5 -6 
¶ What three things do these verses urge us to do? 
¶ What each of those things mean practically? 
¶ What is the truth given for those who do those three things? 

 
Proverbs 4: 23  
¶ Why do you think we are urged to guard our heart (and feelings and emotions)? 

 
Matthew 6:19 -21  
¶ What is the treasure principle that Jesus gives in verse 21? 
¶ Jesus says that our heart follows our treasure 

¶ We tend to think that we put our time, energy, and resources into the areas that we have given 
our heart 

¶ But Jesus says to put our efforts, energy, and resources, in other words our treasure, in the right 
place and our hearts will follow 

¶ What does this mean for you in practical areas of following God? 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What is the toughest struggle for you in controlling your emotions and teaching them to be obedient to 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Laziness and Discipline 

 
Training and discipline are an important part of our Christian lives whether it comes to growing in the 
Spirit or continuing to be a learning disciple.  We need to be disciplined and for most people, that is 
something that we need to learn at one level or another.  If discipline is a key then that means we must be 
on guard against laziness and idleness in our lives in order to fully mature in the life of Christ. 
 

  

A Reminder for Training  
1 Timothy 4:7  
¶ We are called to train ourselves to be godly according to the training plan of the Holy Spirit, our personal 

trainer 

¶ The Christian life is a life that demands discipline and commitment 
 

Laziness  
Proverbs 24:30 -34  
¶ What are the dangers of living a lazy lifestyle? 

¶ Are there any areas in your life in which you can tend towards or be tempted to laziness? 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:14  
¶ Why do you think Paul gave such a straightforward warning about allowing laziness within the Christian 

community? 
¶ What dangers could a group of lazy people within the church community present for the people of God 

who are attempting to live the kingdom life? 
 

Hebrews 6:11 -12  
¶ According to this verse, what is one of the things that can lead to laziness? 

¶ The point is that if we lose sight of the hope of resurrection and living the resurrected life now, 
we can become quite lazy 

¶ If lazy here is used as in the opposite of the resurrected life, then what might the author mean by 
laziness specifically in this context? 

¶ What are some of the other ways that we can be lazy and what can cause those types of laziness? 
 

Idleness  
1 Thessaloni ans 4:10 -12  
¶ We are called to be communities of people that work hard avoid idleness as a way of life 

¶ What are ways that people can be idle in our day? 

¶ Are there any areas of idleness, laziness, or even lack of discipline (such as being chronically late or messy) 
that you struggle with? 

 
Discipline  
Hebrews 12:11 -12  
¶ What fruit does discipline and training bring into our life? 

 
1 Corinthians 9:24 -27  
¶ What does this passage teach us about self-control and discipline? 
¶ Why is discipline necessary in the life of Christ and following the Spirit? 
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Proverbs 12:24  
¶ What is the difference in outcome between the diligent person and the lazy person? 

 
2 Timothy 2:15  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ άŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘέ ƘŜǊŜΚ 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ Are you one that struggles with laziness or idleness or in the area of personal discipline?  If so what is your 

plan to grow in those areas? 

¶ Or on the other hand, is discipline a strength of yours?  What can you perhaps teach to others about 
personal discipline (please remember that discipline is a great thing but there is the potential downside of 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ DƻŘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
careful)? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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A Priesthood of Believers 

 
There are two equal and opposite errors that are often made in the Christian world when it comes to the 
role of believers and leaders within the body.  On one side some people have a tendency to exalt their 
leaders and treat them differently.  It becomes a cult of personality in which people follow the leader and 
ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  On the other extreme is 
ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƭl, or we certainly 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
come to a biblical view on the topic. 
 

  

Godôs People 
1 Peter 2:9 -10  
¶ What are some of the descriptive terms that are used for GodΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ 

¶ How does each term add to our understanding of who God has called us to be in Christ? 

¶ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΚ 

¶ What is the significance of saying that we once were not a people but now we are? 

¶ What is the connection between being part of the people of God and receiving mercy? 

 

A Priesthood  
Revelation 5 :9 -10  
¶ Priests were ones who had direct access to God and served to help others draw closer to God 

¶ What does it mean, then, iƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΚ 

¶ This is the fulfillment of a promise that goes all the way back to Exodus 19:6 when God promised that he 
would have a kingdom of priests 

¶ Have you ever been part of a religious group where there was a priest or clergy that was considered to be 
better, more spiritual, or more holy than anyone else? 

¶ How does this idea work against that? 

 

All Equal  
Mark 10:2 9-30  
¶ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ άƘƻƳŜΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

gospel will fail to receive it back a hundred times over in their new family, the family of God 

¶ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ άƘƻƳŜǎΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΦέ 

¶ What is missing from this list compared to the first list? 

¶ Why would Jesus leave out that item? 

¶ Who is the Father of this family? 

¶ What is the significance that we are all brothers and sisters and even mothers but there is only one Father 
in this family (in the family group of the time, the Father was the undisputed leader of the household in 
distinction from the mother or any other role)? 

 

Matthew 23:5 -12  
¶ What are some of the temptations of leadership or visible positions mentioned here? 

¶ Jesus was not forbidding the usŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǘŜŀŎƘŜǊέ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊƻƭŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ 
to the practice of exalting some people as though they were greater than others 

¶ The other side of this, however, is that we should also not have higher standards for our leaders and 
ministers than we have for ourselves 
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¶ Do you hold yourself to the same standard of commitment, service, loyalty, attendance at church 
events, reliability, evangelism, etc., as you hold for your leaders 

¶ Some people, for instance, would not think twice about not coming to a worship gathering 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άǘƛǊŜŘέ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ 
if their minister did the same thing 

¶ We are all equal in the body of Christ and none should be exalted but none should be held to a 
higher standard either 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
leadership within the body of Christ (see the next study for more on that) 

 

1 Corinthians 1 :10 -17  
¶ We must avoid the temptation to develop favorite leaders or preachers and begin to give them more 

respect and attention than anyone else 

¶ Why is favoring some over others so potentially damaging to the body of Christ? 

 

James 2:1 -7 
¶ Why is favoritism of any kind so contrary to who the body of Christ is to be? 

¶ What are some of the ways that churches can subtly show favoritism without realizing it? 

¶ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ άŦŀǾƻǊƛǘƛǎƳέ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

¶ What are some of the ways that you personally can show favoritism iŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΚ 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ How can we respond in a patient, loving, and wise way if we do see aspects of favoritism in our own life or 

the lives of others within the body of Christ? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Obey Your Leaders 

 
There are two equal and opposite errors that are often made in the Christian world when it comes to the 
role of believers and leaders within the body.  On one side some people have a tendency to exalt their 
leaders and treat them differently.  It becomes a cult of personality in which people follow the leader and 
ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  On the other extreme is 
ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ body of Christ at all, or we certainly 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
come to a biblical view on the topic. 
 

  

God Gave us Leaders  
Ephesians 4:11 -15  
¶ Christ not only gave us the body of Christ, the church, of which we are called to be a sacrificial part, but he 

also gave the church leaders 

¶ In the church, leadership is a role and a service rather than a position of prestige 

¶ For what purposes did God give the role of leadership within the church? 

¶ Why would one of the primary roles of leadership be to build up the body for works of service? 

¶ Why would one of the primary roles of leadership b to bring the body to unity? 

¶ What does a mature body look like? 

 

Obey Your Leaders  
Hebrews 13:7  
¶ Why would the author urge Christians to consider the outcome of the way of life of leaders? 

¶ How does this connect with the idea of 1 Corinthians 11:1? 

¶ What are some of the things in the life of other Christians, leaders included, that you would like to 
consider and learn from? 

 

Hebrews 13:17  
¶ How popular of an idea is submitting to the authority of spiritual leadership in our world today? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άǎǳōƳƛǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΚ όƻǊ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǘ 
άƻōŜȅέ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎύ 

¶ Are you a joy to be led?  

¶ What do you think it entails to make the work of leaders a joy and not a burden? 

 

Ephesians 5:21  
¶ What is the motivation for our submission to one another, including our submission to the leaders of the 

church? 

¶ Submission and obedience to others boils down to a trust in Jesus 

¶ God calls us to respect and submit to leadership, even imperfect leadership, as a show of our 
ultimate trust in him 

¶ We trust God to be more powerful than our leaders are flawed 

¶ God is pleased with our trust in other humans when we do it as a reflection of our trust in him 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12  
¶ Why would Paul call on believers to acknowledge the leaders among them? 
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Godly Leadership  
Mark 10:42 -45  
¶ How does leadership and authority within the body differ from that in the world? 

¶ How does this help us balance between being a community of equals but still one that has leadership? 

 

1 Timothy 5:17 -21  
¶ ά5ƻǳōƭŜ IƻƴƻǊέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ όǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅύ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

¶ In light of that, what does verse 18 mean? 

¶ Why should there be two or three witnesses against a leader if he is in sin? 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛƴ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ 

¶ Verse 21 reminds us that leaders should not be treated with favoritism but neither should they be treated 
more harshly than any other believer. 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ How can you be a joy to lead?  Are there any ways that you cannot be a joy to lead? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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The Life of a Servant 

 
The idea of bŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ Ŏƻƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǿŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǿƭȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛǎ 
true of Bible times.  Jesus called his followers to be servants but that has never been a call that would be 
impressive to the world.  Yet, he did call us to exactly that, the life of a servant.  We need to study this out 
because it is not a concept that comes naturally to any of us. 
 

  

Our Model for Being a S ervant  
Matthew 20:25 -28  
¶ What did Jesus come to earth to be? 

¶ To enter into the life of Christ is to enter into the life of a servant 

¶ In what ways do the Christian attitude towards authority, status and service differ from the world around 
us? 

 

Philippians 2 :1 -8 
¶ The world tells us to do whatever it takes to meet our own needs and to think of ourselves first 

¶ What does this call us to do? 

¶ How does this challenge you? 

¶ What is our motivation for taking on the nature of a servant? 

¶ When we humble ourselves and consider others, and realize that a servant is something we are to 
become (as opposed to being something that we do) then we will be able to see and find ways to serve 
others 

 

John 13:1 -7; 14 -15  
¶ Jesus had all power and authority and was in his very nature God (John 1:1-4) and yet he was a servant 
¶ What does that tell us about the nature of God as revealed in the life of Jesus Christ? 
¶ Why do you think that Jesus called his disciples to emulate his nature of being a servant? 

 

Our Life as Servants  
Luke 17:7 -10  
¶ When we have served others our attitude should be that we have but done our duty with no expectation 

of reward or recognition 

¶ How do you usually feel if you do something and receive no special notice for it? 

¶ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ it as something we become rather than something we 
do 

¶ If it is merely something we do, then we will be much more likely to expect praise or get prideful 
about the things that we do 

¶ A true servant is a servant in nature and has no expectations for praise, ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǇǊƛŘŜŦǳƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
simply doing their duty 

 

Romans 12:1 -8 
¶ In worship to God, we offer ourselves as living sacrifices, putting off our old ways of thinking that include 

self-seeking, pleasure-seeking, independence, self-importance, etc. 
¶ Instead ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚέ 

¶ Part of our spiritual act of worship is that we serve and belong to one another as the body of Christ 
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Ephesians 6:7 -8 
¶ When we serve others, who are we really serving? 
¶ Why is this helpful motivation? 

 
2 Corinthians 9:12 -14  
¶ Our service not only meets the needs of others but show God our gratitude of all that he has done for us 
¶ Serving is a way that our faith is put into action 

¶ Our faith-in-action will point others to God 
¶ Being a servant is another way to share our faith with others 

 
Galatians 6:10  
¶ We should seek to serve everyone that we can but be realistic that our resources and time are limited 
¶ What important principle do we find here? 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ What are some ways that you can serve others in the body right now? 

¶ What are some things that might keep you from being more of a servant in the body of Christ? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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A Life of Confession 

 
One of the most important ongoing actions that we can take as Christians is regularly confessing our sin 
both before God and other Christians.  The problem is that this action, especially to other Christians, is 
one of the most unnatural things that we can do.  Human instinct tends toward self-preservation and 
rationalization not humility and confession.  Yet, God tells us that if we regularly confess our sin, he will 
forgive us.  Confession is vitally important to understand and to engage in as a regular discipline. 

  

Luke 11:1 -4 
¶ When Jesus taught us how to pray, it included confessing our sins to God. Confession is a part of our life in 

Christ. 

¶ Confessing our sins to God shows that we recognize our own sin and our constant need for him 

 

Why Confess Our Sin?  
Proverbs 28:13  
¶ When we confess our sins honestly, we renounce them and show that we want to get rid of them 

¶  We find mercy and are able to grow in our relationship with God 
 

Psalm 32:1 -5 
¶ ²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ (and some aspect of our old 
lives outside of Christ) and put ourselves in danger of moving outside of the life of Christ where we have 
forgiveness 

 

1 John 1:5 -10  
¶ When we have fellowship with one another, the blood of Jesus cleanses us and the word comes to life 

¶ If we do not confess, it is the same as saying that we are without sin. Our lives in Christ should be 
transparent ςthere is no hiding (darkness) in God 

¶  Confession should be a part of our daily life ς in our prayers and in our conversations with one another 

 

James 5:16  
¶ Confess to one another so we can pray for each other and find healing 

¶  Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

¶ Outside of Christ there is fear of being transparent and talking about sin for fear people will hold it against 
us or feel differently about us. In Christ, we help each other with our struggles and sin through prayer, the 
word and relationship 

¶ A refusal to confess our sins to other believers often demonstrates that we fear what man thinks of us 
over what God knows of us 

 

Acts 19:18 -20  
¶ ! ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

perceptions of man 

¶ A community that confesses will put itself into position to be used powerfully by God 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13  
¶ Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10) 
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¶ When we are afraid or ashamed to confess sins to other humans, it demonstrates that we fear their 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ 

¶ We have repeated that thought several times throughout the study but that is because it is such 
a vital thought that is so difficult to truly embrace 

 

Psalm 44:20 -21  
¶ God knows the secrets of our hearts? 

¶ He knows what we do and the motives behind them. 

¶ We cannot hide our sins from God and God is whom we should be concerned about, so there is no benefit 
to hiding them from other Christians  

 

Philippians 2:1 -8 
¶ It takes humility to confess our sins to God and one another 

¶  If we imitate Christ and consider ourselves nothing, we will have nothing to hide 

¶ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘΧŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ όWƻƘƴ мтΥпύ 

  

 Action Points   

¶ Go back through the notes from this lesson and make a list of new insights or things that you have learned 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ 

¶ What specific action points will you take this week in response to this lesson? 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What is the most difficult aspect to you about confessing sin consistently to one another? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



71 
 

Sacrifice, part 1 

 
Who wants to go through trials, or suffer, or undergo persecution?  Not many people would choose such 
things in life, primarily because we typically see things like that as meaningless.  Jesus told his followers, 
though, that we would likely have all of those things at various times in our lives, many of them precisely 
because we chose to follow him.  Can we find meaning behind these things, though, or are they just 
something to endure?  This is what we will look at in this study. 

  

 

The Nature of Suffering in the Old Testament  
¶ The primary view of suffering in the Old Testament was that obedience would bring blessing and 

disobedience to God would result in suffering 

¶ This was not always the case, but was the normal view and order of things under the Old 
Covenant 

¶ We can see many examples of this in the Old Testament: 

¶ Numbers 14:31-35 

¶ Deuteronomy 28 (blessings for obedience, suffering for disobedience) 

¶ Psalm 107:17 

¶ Proverbs 13:20 

 
He Must Suffer Many Things  
¶ The picture of the promised Messiah was quite different from that 

¶ ¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ 

¶ Psalm 22:22-24 

¶ How could the Messiah praise God but still suffer and be scorned by God? 

¶ Isaiah 53:3 

¶ Luke 17:25 

¶ Jesus said that he must suffer many things and be rejected 

¶ Up until that time, suffering was always seen as a result of being disobedient to God but Christ changed 
that 

¶ Suffering for the Messiah and his people took on a new meaning 

¶ Suffering and sacrifice, because of the Messiah, was no longer a sign of disobedience but now it 
was for the benefit of others 

 

Our Participation  
Acts 5:41; 9:16  
¶ Saul (Paul) would follow Jesus but doing so meant that he would suffer a great deal 

 
1 Peter 2:19 -23  
¶ We suffer because he suffered 

¶ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎŘƻƛƴƎ   

¶ Quite the opposite, in fact 

¶ What is accomplished when we are willing to sacrifice for others to demonstrate the kingdom of God? 

 

1 John 3:16  
¶ What does it mean on a practical level to lay down your life for others? 

¶ What most challenges you about the idea of laying down your life for others? 
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Things to Ponder  
¶ What are some ways that you are most resistant to sacrificing for others?  What is the most difficult 

aspects of sacrifice for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Sacrifice, part 2 

 
Who wants to go through trials, or suffer, or undergo persecution?  Not many people would choose such things in 
life, primarily because we typically see things like that as meaningless.  Jesus told his followers, though, that we 
would likely have all of those things at various times in our lives, many of them precisely because we chose to 
follow him.  Can we find meaning behind these things, though, or are they just something to endure?  This is what 
we will look at in this study. 
 

 
Sacrifice for Others  
Philippians 1:29 -30  
¶ Following Christ means laying down our lives for others and suffering 

 
The New Nature of Suffering  
Hebrews 2:10  
¶ Jesus was made complete through suffering.  What do you think that means? 

¶ Jesus came to accomplish certain things that could only be brought to completion as he sacrificed for the 
sake of others.  He has called his people to do the same. 

 

Hebrews 5:7 -10  
¶ WŜǎǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

through suffering and persecution 

¶ We also are made more mature and complete in Christ when we learn to be obedient during the hard 
times 

¶ What is challenging about being obedient to God when it comes to opportunities to lay down our lives for 
others? 

  

The Purpose of Suffering, Trials, and Persecution  
2 Timothy 2:3 -12  
¶ Christ suffered for the benefit of others and that is our calling as well 
¶ We will have hard times and get hurt (emotionally or otherwise) following Christ 

¶ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
¶ Everyone gets hurt or goes through trials; the question is what are we going to do with those times 
¶ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎŎŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŎŀǊǎ όWŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘύ 
¶ Scars are evidence that: 

¶ You got hurt 

¶ You overcame it 

¶ You have empathy for others 

 

Colossians 1:24 -29  
¶ What do you think Paul means when he says ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

must fill in his own life? 
¶ LǘΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

¶ aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ 
¶ Of course his suffering does bring benefit to us all but most people will not be aware of or 

recognize that just by itself 
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¶ Paul says that it is only when we willingly take on the life of suffering for the benefit of others 
that the people in our lives will directly feel and come into conscience contact with the suffering 
of Christ for them 

¶ How does it make you feel to know that when we sacrifice for the sake of others that we become the 
hands of Christ in their life so that they can truly feel the touch of what Jesus did for all of us? 

 

1 Peter 4:12 -19  
¶ There is no shame in suffering for Christ 
¶ It is a sign of our obedience rather than disobedience 
¶ This does not include bad situations that we get ourselves into because we are not being like Christ 

 
The Result of Suffering  In Our Lives  
Romans 5:1 -5 
¶ We are oŦǘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǊ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ 

times hit that can change quickly 
¶ We tend to want to end the trial immediately rather than consider what God might be teaching us 

through that time 

  
James  1:2 -3  
¶ What do trials produce in us? 

¶ In what, do you think, do trials and perseverance make us complete? 
  

 Things to Ponder  
¶ What are some of the specific ways that you can sacrifice for others when it comes to your time, finances, 

energy, gifts, heart, etc.? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Stewardship 

 
We live in a world where the pursuit of wealth and possession is considered to be among the highest 
pursuits possible.  With all of that focus on wealth and possessions, though, we generally tend to make 
one very vital mistake.  Nothing in the world belongs to us.  None of our possessions is really our own.  
We are nothing more than stewards of what God has made available to us.  It is a huge problem to think 
that resources ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ  wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
stewards, then, is vital.  

  

The Vocation of Humans  
Genesis 1:26 -30  
¶ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘion 

¶ A sure sign of being in rebellion against God is the need to provide for ourselves (Genesis 3:17-19) rather 
than acting on his behalf as a steward and allowing him to provide for us (Matthew 6:19-33) 

¶ Psalm 8:4-9 demonstrates what humans, made in the image of God, were intended to be, but failed to 
live up to because of sin 

 
Genesis 4:3 -5; Genesis 14:17 -20  
¶ Offering a portion of our resources to God as a recognition of his provision goes back beyond the law 

given in Exodus 

¶ Giving part of our resources to God is part of our stewardship because it is a recognition that we are but 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

 

Luke 19:11 -27  
¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƻƻǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ 

to them 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
now 

¶ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

¶ We are called to be stewards of everything that God has given us 

¶ We are to live as ones who recognize that nothing we have is ours; it all comes from God 

 
Stewardship in the Christian Life  
Matthew 28:18 -20  
¶ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ŀnd multiply and to subdue the 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ 

¶ WŜǎǳǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ 

¶ We are to be stewards of his creation and expand his kingdom and rule 

¶ To do this properly we must remember that we need to seek his kingdom first; anything less would be to 
be poor stewards 

 
Luke 12:35 -46  
¶ !ƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ όǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎύ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

¶ Good stewards are always ready and always living in view of the reality to which we belong in Christ 

¶ When we are selfish, self-focused, or not good managers we demonstrate a lack of belief in the reality of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƳŜǊŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ has entrusted 
us 
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¶ Do you recognize your role as a steward? 

¶ What does it mean to recognize that everything you have belongs to God and you are just a steward? 

 
1 Peter 4:10  
¶ We are called to be stewards of the grace that God has given us 

¶ It may be gifts, talents, abilities, time, knowledge, resources, etc. 

¶ What are the things that God has given you and called you to be a good steward of? 

¶ What does it mean for you to be a good steward of: 

¶ Gifts, talents, abilities 

¶ Time 

¶ The word of God 

¶ The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

¶ Resources and possessions 

 
Malachi 3:7 -12  
¶ This passage was written to the Old Covenant people of God but the principles of giving and stewardship 
ŎŀƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ 

¶ They had demonstrated that they had drifted from God by being poor stewards and by refusing to give to 
God what was his in the first place 

¶ God asked them for a mere tenth of all that he had given them as a reminder to them that everything had 
come from him and that they werŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ όάǘƛǘƘŜέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘŜƴǘƘέύ 

¶ The difference in covenant means that our blessings come in the life of Christ rather than in physical and 
material blessings but we are still called to be stewards in every are of our lives, including our finances 

¶ Being a good steward means more than just giving ten percent to God, though, it means managing all of 
our resources well and being good stewards so that we can give generously and lavishly to God and those 
in need 

 

Luke 17:18 -30  
¶ The problem for this young man was not that he was wealthy? 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƻǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ 
had came from God 

¶ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ to if that is 
what he calls us to 

¶ Are you a good steward with everything that God has given you? 

  

Luke 21:1 -4 
¶ Being a good steward is more about giving all that we have than it is just having a lot or even giving a lot 
¶ It is being willing to recognize that everything we have (whether it be a lot or a little) comes from God 
¶ What convictions about being a steward in all areas of your life have you gained from this study? 

  

Things to Ponder  
¶ In what areas are you or have you been a good steward?  Are there any areas in your own stewradship of 

resources, time, energy, gifts, etc., in which you need to grow? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Announcing the Kingdom 

 
Once we entered into Christ we received a life of salvation, the life of the kiƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
just receive that life to lounge around in it and enjoy it.  We are called to announce the kingdom of God to 
others, through our words and our lives and call them to be disciples of Jesus as well. 

  

 

Genesis 1:26 -30  
¶ Part of GodΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ 

¶ We are made to be in an intimate relationship with God and represent by spreading his rule 

 

Genesis 3:17 -19  
¶ Sin not only stripped man of the full image of God, it left men and women inŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

creation and expanding his rule 
 

Exodus 19:3 -6 
¶ God chose Israel, the descendants of Abraham, to be the restored humanity ς the people that would do 

his will and rule with him in his kingdom 

¶ A priest was someone who could go directly into the presence of God and represent others 

¶ The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God within us 

¶  LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢Ŝǎǘament 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎ άaȅ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ 
 

Isaiah 11:1 -9 
¶ God begins to promise the coming of this kingdom that would be brought about by the Messiah 

¶ It would be characterized by concern for the spiritually poor, and by righteousness 

¶ It was also intended for all people of all nations 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
all nations, tribes, and languages? 

¶ Are there any past prejudices that you have had or still struggle with that you need to learn to 
release in order to truly embrace that kind of Kingdom heart? 

 

Mark 1:14 -18  
¶ What was Jesus announcing that was now becoming available? 

¶ Jesus came to usher the Kingdom of God into the present age in a new way through his ministry, and 
more fully through his death and resurrection 

¶ God is transforming this present age through his Kingdom, preparing it for the age to come 

 
Matthew 28:18 -20  
¶ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ς words that clearly parallel the original 

instructions to Adam and Eve to be fruitful, fill the earth, and take charge of it 

¶  In Christ, the Kingdom of God is restored 

¶ What is one of the primary activities, according to this passage, of the Kingdom of God? 

¶ Of whom are we to make disciples?  

¶ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
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Luke 9:23 -26  
¶ In order to truly announce the Kingdom of God, we have to leave our old lives fully behind (see Galatians 

2:20) 

¶ Why is this important as it relates to announcing the Kingdom to others?  What is challenging about it for 
you? 

 

2 Corinthians 5:15 -21  
¶ We are called to be ambassadors of the Kingdom of God 

¶ This involves evangelism and sharing our testimony, but it also embraces all aspects of our life 

¶ The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God in every area of life 

¶ Spreading that Kingdom is important but simply announcing it is not the sole area in which we engage in 
spreading the Kingdom 

¶ We should live the Kingdom daily and let others see what it looks like 

¶ We ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

¶ What does this mean for you on a daily basis? 
  

Romans 10:14 -15  
¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ  

¶ We must also announce it 

¶ People cannot come to faith in the life of Christ and enter into the Kingdom of God without hearing the 
Gospel preached to them from another person ς that is the way that God has set up his plan 

 
Acts 8:4; 13:31  
¶ The role of the early church was to act as witnesses of the Gospel, the resurrection of Christ, and to 

preach that wherever they went 

¶ Who was sharing their faith here? 

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

¶ What is most challenging for you about sharing your faith with others? 

¶ We, in a similar way, are called to be witnesses of what the Gospel is and what it has done in our lives 

¶ We, too, should do this wherever we go 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
participate in, then we have to ask if we really understand what we have in the life of Christ 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ What is the most challenging or difficult aspect for you about announcing the Kingdom of God to others?  

¶ What Scriptures most motivate you to share your faith with others even when you might not completely 
feel like it? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Practical Aspects of Kingdom Announcing 

 
There is classic scene in the movie Amistad where John Quincy Adams chides another character for the 
folly of being such a persuasive speaker without a balancing amount of grace.  The same can be said of us 
sharing the kingdom of God with others.  Evangelism needs a mixture of boldness and grace.  We need to 
pay careful attention so as to avoid to going to one extreme or the other.  We need to be both bold and 
kind and full of grace and tact.  This study will focus on some of the nuts and bolts of how to go about 
sharing our faithτof course it must be remembered that the only true way to learn and become 
proficient at this vocation is to do it. 

  

Kingdom Announcing  
2 Corinthians 5:10 -21  
¶ What compels us to share the kingdom with others? 

¶ We have been given the ministry of reconciliation 

¶ That means we seek to demonstrate reconciliation in every area of our lives 

¶ This ministry of reconciliation is not a choice, it has been given to us; it is our life 

¶ What is the role of an ambassador? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΚ 

 
Being Bold  
Romans 1:16 -17  
¶ We are not ashamed of the gospel (Romans 1:1-4), but why not? 
¶ What power does the gospel have? 
¶ Why is it important to remember that? 

 

Luke 9:23 -26  
¶ What stern warning is given for those that are ashamed of Jesus and his words? 
¶ What are ways that we can act ashamed of Jesus and his words? 

 

Acts 4:29 -31  
¶ If we pray for boldness and act in faith, God will answer those prayers 

¶ Why is boldness important in announcing the kingdom to others? 

 
Pitfalls  
Proverbs 12:18  
¶ We have to be careful with our words when announcing the kingdom to others 

¶ We want to be honest and direct but not unnecessarily hurtful or foolish 

 
Proverbs 25:17  
¶ We want to be persistent in reaching out to others, understanding that they likely do not understand the 

urgency of submitting to the gospel that we do 

¶ But we also want to be wise and not overdo it and annoy people or άcreepέ them out 

  

Proverbs 27:14  
¶ Announcing the kingdom to others involves a combination of being bold and confident, even wisely 

assertive on one hand but not coming on too strong on the other 
¶ It is all about finding a balance 
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Seasoned with Grace  
1 Corinthians 9: 20 -23  
¶ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀƪŜ ƻǊ ƛƴǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ 
¶ He found common ground with those that he was sharing his faith with 
¶ He put their interests first and tried to connect with them so that they could hear the gospel that he was 

preaching in a way that they could understand and not be unnecessarily offended 
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜΚ 

 

Colossians 4:5  
¶ We need to be careful in what we say and how we present the kingdom of God to outsiders 

¶ What does it mean to you to make the most of every opportunity? 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:10 -12  
¶ We want to be visible in our kingdom lives but full of respect and grace 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

 

1 Peter 3:15 -16  
¶ Why are gentleness and respect important in announcing the kingdom? 

¶ What are some scenarios in which you could imagine maintaining gentleness and respect while sharing 
your faith could be challenging? 

¶ What should you do in those difficult situations? 
 

2 Timothy 2:23 -26  
¶ What does this warn us to avoid? 

  

 Things to Ponder  
¶ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΚ   

¶ Take some time to meditate on the connection between our genuine gratitude to Christ for saving us and 
our devotion in announcing the Kingdom to others. 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Being Single, Dating, and Marriage 

 
One of the largest pressures that single Christians ever face comes in the questions of whether they 
should date or not, seek to get married or not, and who they should date or get married to.  This study 
begins to look at these questions through biblical eyes.  This is not just a study for single people, however.  
Singles and married people ŀƭƛƪŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
have and understand the same convictions on such important and core beliefs and practices. 

  

Single or Married  
1 Cor inthians 7:8 -9; 17 -24  
¶ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

¶ Marriage was expected, so to say that it was unnecessary and perhaps being single was 
something to even be considered as preferable in the kingdom of God was shocking and new 

¶ Christians might prefer to get married but are not required 

¶ Getting married is preferred to giving into sin 

¶ We arŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ ƛŦ DƻŘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ŀ 
spouse then we should accept that with gratitude 

¶ We should be content in whatever situation God has called us to 

¶ A single person might desire to be married, which is not necessarily wrong, but becomes a 
problem if they being to see only value in being married, turn their desires to being married, and 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

 
1 Corinthians 7:32 -35  
¶ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜ had a high view of it (Ephesians 5:21-32) but he did see 

advantages in remaining unmarried  

¶ It is quite probable (although we can never know for sure) that Paul was a widower and so knew 
what it meant to be married and to be single 

¶ Why do you think that Paul might have seen certain advantages in a Christian being unmarried? 

 

What About Dating?  
1 Corinthians 7:39 -40  
¶ There are no biblical directives for dating because it was not a practice in the first century 
¶ Dating, however, should be done in a godly manner, keeping with the principles of the kingdom of God  
¶ What principle is given here about a Christian marrying that can rightly be applied to a Christian dating? 

 

Matthew 7:21 -23  
¶ It is important to remember that Jesus said that many would claim to be followers of his but would not be  

¶ It is important to remember that when we are considering dating someone and not get 
sentimental or driven by our emotions 

¶ If we are considering dating someone, is it reasonable to think that they should be a true disciple 
of Jesus Christ and not merely religious or someone who says that they are a Christian? 

 

The Old Testament Principles  
Deuteronomy 7:3 -4 
¶ God took a dim view of his people marrying outside of their own (Malachi 2:11; Ezra 9:1-2; etc.) 
¶ For Israel, God wanted them to remain within the people of Israel for marriage 
¶ For the people of God today, we are in Christ; that is our people 

¶ Is it reasonable to think that we should only date or marry people that are also in Christ? 
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1 Kings 11:3 -4 
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǿŀȅ from God? 

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ 

¶ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƳΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

¶ How do the principles here relate to dating the right person? 

 
New Testament Principles  
2 Corint hians 6:14  
¶ The direct context here is urging Christians not to tie themselves together with those who maintain false 

beliefs and doctrines 

¶ This principle can also be applied to relationships like dating and marriage 

¶ Is it reasonable to insist that if we should not be tied together with false teachers and false doctrines that 
we should not engage in intimate relationships with non-believers? 

 
1 Corinthians 15:33  
¶ The principle here is clear: Bad company is more likely to influence the Christian than vice-versa 

¶ Do you agree with this biblical principle?  How does this relate to dating? 

  

What About Those Already Married?  
1 Corinthians 7:12 -13  
¶ Christians should not bind themselves willingly into dating relationships and marriages with non-

Christians, but this is not an excuse for those that are already married and become a Christian (or their 

spouse refuses to remain in Christ) to leave their spouse; They are to stay and glorify God in their 

marriage as best they possibly can 
 

3 Important Principles  
1 Corinthians  10:23 -24, 31  
¶ Paul was responding to a group of Christians who were confusing their freedom in Christ 
¶ They argued that they had the right, in Christ, to do anything that they wanted 
¶ In response, Paul gave them three universal principles to apply to any situation 
¶ These principles can be applied universally, including dating and marrying 
¶ We will put them in the form of three questions 

1. Is this beneficial? 

¶ Is what I want to do beneficial to my life in Christ and will it draw me closer to God? 
2. Is this constructive 

¶ Will my actions benefit the body of Christ? 

¶ Does it seek the good of the whole body rather than just myself (v. 24) 
3. Does this glorify God? 

¶ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ 
the principles of his kingdom to the world? 

  

Things to Ponder  
¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Kingdom People and Dating 

 
Dating is one of the most enjoyable and important activities that Christian single people engage in but it 
can also be full of potential spiritual hazards if it is not approached with firm biblical principles in mind.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
by those seeking to bring glory to God in everything they do. 

  

Five Ab solute Standards  
1)  Do Not Let Marriage or Your Desire to Be Married Become an Idol  
¶ 1 Corinthians 7:17-35 

¶ 1 Timothy 5:11-15 

2)  Do Not Marry a Non -Christian  
¶ 1 Corinthians 7:39 

¶ 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 

¶ If Scripture is clear about not marrying non-Christians, would there be any biblical justification for dating 
non-Christians? 

3)  There Must Not Be Even a Hint of Sexual Immorality  
¶ Ephesians 5:3 

¶ 1 Timothy 5:2 

¶ 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 

4)  Do Not Bring Worldly Standards into Godôs Family 
¶ Romans 12:2 

¶ 2 Corinthians 4:14-17 

¶ Luke 16:15 

5)  Marriage is for Life (with only two exceptions)  
¶ Matthew 19:1-10 

¶ 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 

 

Three Overriding Principles  
1)  Always Take the Safest Path  
¶ Proverbs 4:23-27; 5:8 

¶ 2 Timothy 2:22  

2)  Freedom is Limited by Love  
¶ 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 

¶ 2 Corinthians 8:21 

¶ Romans 14 

3)  Look For the Right Stuff  
¶ Men, Look for Inner Beauty: Proverbs 31:30 

¶ Women, Look for Godly Character: Proverbs 1:1-31:9 

 
Ten Nuggets of Sound, Practical Wisdom  

1) Seek guidance/advice from the right people 
     ς Proverbs 1:7; 13:10, 20; 14:7; 15:22, 22, 32-33; 18:1-2; 19:20, 27; 20:18; 24:3-6 
2) Dating Non-Christians is Foolish ς Be wise about being around non-Christians of the opposite sex 
оύ 5ŀǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅ 
4) Consider it a great privilege to go on a dŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ς be joyful, thankful, and giving 
on your dates 
р ύ²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜΣέ Dƻ ƻǳǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
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6) Double dating and group dating is typically the best way to have fun and avoid tempting situations ς 2 
Timothy 2:22; 1 Timothy 5:2 
7) Figure out the Safest dating boundaries for (remember that there should not be a hint. . . ) 
8) If you are attracted to someone: 
¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ 
¶ Get some advice 
¶ !ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ άǿƘȅέ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ 
¶ Is your relationship based on a spiritual foundation? 
¶ Take it slow 

¶ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 
¶ Infatuation can often impair judgment 
¶ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ 

9) If someone is attracted to you but the feelings are not mutual: 
¶ Try going out a few times; you never know. . .  
¶ Be gentle and sensitively honest with them 
¶ Check and make sure that your attractions are focused on godly and not worldly things 

10) The best way to find someone special is through surrendered contentment: 
¶ Seek the Kingdom first 
¶ Concentrate on your inner beauty and godly character 
¶ The most righteous way to deal with loneliness is to draw near to our Father in heaven (1 

Timothy 5:5) 
  

Things to Ponder  
¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Kingdom Marriage 

 
aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
deal of guidance and support in building a marriage that will last if we build our marriage around his word 
and keep God as the foundation of our home.  It is virtually impossible to be doing well spiritually if our 
marriage is not going well because the two are so inter-related.  This is not to say that marriages within 
the kingdom of God will be perfect, but they should be much stronger and look much different from the 
average marriage in the world. 

  

Godôs Plan for Marriage 
Genesis 2:24  
¶ Marriage was given to us by God to meet the needs of one another 

¶ But only God can meet our deepest needs 

¶ Each spouse should put no other human (including their kids) ahead of their affection for their spouse, 
ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ 

¶ Have you and your spouse discussed the idea of loving God even more than each other and the 
implications of putting him at the center of your relationship? 

¶ Note: 

¶ Jesus defined marriage in Matthew 19:4-6 as a union between a man and a woman; he did so quoting the 
Old Testament passage in Genesis 2:24 so both the Old and New Testaments confirm this truth 

 
Matthew 19:8 -9 
¶ In contrast to a word that increasingly takes marriage lightly and as an arrangement of convenience, God 

expects marriage to be for life 
¶ If we have divorced, God can forgive us as he does for any other ungodly behavior before entering into 

Christ but as Christians we are not to take marriage lightly 
¶ What does it demand of us to truly commit to a marriage covenant for life? 

 

Ephesians 5:28 -33  
¶ The ultimate purpose for marriage lies even beyond just a companionship between a man and a woman 

¶ This tells us that the reason a man and woman become one flesh is to teach us about the ultimate 
marriage and relationship between Christ and his people, the church 

¶ Our marriage teaches us about and points to the relationship between God and his people 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǇǇȅέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 

¶ In a godly marriage, our purpose is to learn to be holy with another human being so as to learn about and 
grow in my relationship with Godτwe can certainly have joy in our marriages but being happy is not the 
core purpose; being godly is 

¶ How does that radically change how we approach marriages as a whole and specific situations within our 
marriages? 

 

Ephesians  5:21 -28  
¶ A Christian marriage should be marked by mutual respect, love, and submission 

¶ This works out practically in important things such as: 

¶ Husbands and wives should respect one another and submit to one another but the husband is 
the spiritual head of the family 

¶ The husband should set the pace in having quiet times together 

¶ Praying together 

¶ Having regular family devotionals 
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¶ Being an active part of the church family 

¶ Mutually edifying communication (Ephesians 4:29) 

¶ Spending quality time together 

¶ Getting rid of bitterness and pent-up feelings in a godly way (Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:31) 

¶ Working together as a team by coordinating your schedules and checking with each other often 

¶ Laying down your lives, feelings, and emotions for the benefit of one another (Philippians 2:1-5) 

 
Loving Husbands  
Colossians 3:19; (For Further Study: 1 Pet.  3:7 )  
¶ Husbands are to lead the family spiritually but should be loving and considerate of their wives 

¶ Husbands should do their share of the load and be willing to help around the house and raising the kids 

¶ A husband should, in most normal situations, be equally comfortable caring for the children if the wife is 
out of town, for instance, as the wife is 

¶ In what areas do you as a husband need to grow?  What areas are a strength of yours? 

 

Submissive Wives  
Colossians 3:18; (For Further Study: 1 Pet. 3:5 -6; Prov.  21:19; 25:24: 27:15 )  
¶ {ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƳǇƭŜŘ ƻƴ 

¶ It means to be respectful and willing to choose to respect the authority and role of the other person 

¶ Wives should encourage their husbands to lead but not be nagging in their efforts 

¶ In what areas do you as a wife need to grow?  What areas are a strength of yours? 

 

Three Elements of a Christian Home  
1) A Welcoming Home  
1 Peter 4:9  
¶ Having a home that is open to others consistently is important 
¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀǾŜƴǎ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

constantly on display 
¶ Have both Christians and non-Christians over for dinner, dessert, or almost any other reason 

often 

 
2) A Spiritual Home  
1 Corinthians 10:31  
¶ Your household should seek to bring God glory in everything you do 
¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ 
¶ Have spiritual conversations together, encourage one another spiritually, and seek to help each other 

grow 
¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǳƴƎƻŘƭȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ό!Ŏǘǎ рΥм-11) 
¶ Help one another stay righteous before God (Hebrews 3:12) 
¶ Every marriage needs counseling, mentoring, and input; seek it 

¶ Agree with one another on the importance of discipling and input within your marriage and give 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ άǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 

¶ How do you feel about getting ongoing mentoring and discipling in your marriage? 
  

3) A Loving Home  
1 Corinthians 7:5  
¶ Do not deprive one another, but act out of the interest of one another (this is a two-way street) 
¶ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ 

surprises, etc., cannot be constant parts of your relationship 
¶ Why is ongoing love and romance important in a marriage and for the entire household? 
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Things to Ponder  
¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ 

areas you would like to grow in, and your thoughts on what you need to change in your marriage (Notice 
the focus of what you are sharing is on you and not your spouse). 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Kingdom Parenting 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōƻǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǳƴƛǘǎ 
made up of husband, wife, and usually children.  A quick glance around our world, sadly, will show us 
what trouble the basic building block of the family is in.  Marriages regularly struggle and fall apart and 
many people feel quite lost when it comes to parenting.  The Christ-centered family will serve as a very 
different example of what a family can be and be quite attractive and offer great hope to those around 
you.  The more our families learn to be centered on Christ, the more they will stand out from the typical 
families around them.  This should not put pressure on anyone as though the Christian family must be 
perfect, because none of them are.  We are not perfect but we do have a sharp focus and a goal of where 
we are going and what we can continue to transform into rather than just surviving to the next day the 
way that many families do. 

  

 

The Goal ï A Christ -Centered Home  
Proverbs 22:6  
¶ We are called to teach and train our children about the way that they should go 

¶ This is a full-time job 

¶ Children need to have the standard of the Bible applied to every area of their life and be taught to do so 
themselves as well; this should be done in an encouraging and not heavy or oppressive way  

¶ The primary way that we teach children the way of Christ is through constant, little conversations with 
them where we help to direct their worldview 

¶ We have to teach them that everything has a worldview that it is trying to teach them 

¶ They have to be very careful about the influences that they are allowing into their minds (1 
Corinthians 15:33); this includes 

¶ Music 

¶ Friends 

¶ Movies 

¶ TV 

¶ Books 

¶ Etc., 

¶ We also need to teach them the important elements of a Christian life such as being giving and loving, 
hospitality, flexibility, self-sacrifice, etc. 

¶ The general truth that if we train our children in the way that they should go that they will not part from it 
is generally true but not an absolute promise because children do have their own free will 

 

Deuteronomy 6:1 -9 
¶ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
¶ This passage, using a lot of powerful symbolic imagery, teaches us the importance of constantly 

inundating our children with the word of God 
¶ We need to make sure that this is not crushing and takes on a negative tone of constant correction but an 

encouraging goal that the whole family works towards 
¶ This should include: 

¶ Regular family devotionals or Bible learning time 
¶ Regular quiet times with children at a level that is realistic for them 
¶ Praying regularly with children 
¶ Have a regular and encouraging discipling time with each child 
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Encouraging Environment  
Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21  
¶ Training children in the way of the Lord needs to be deliberate, firm, and consistent but you must take 
ŎŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

¶ There is a spiritual chain-of-command: Christφhusbandφwifeφchildren  
¶ The father must be the spiritual director of the home 
¶ But the husband and wife need to work together 
¶ If you are a single parent, it will be more difficult but not impossible 

¶ Take advantage of the rest of the body of Christ to help you 
¶ Your family atmosphere should be encouraging, fun, and inviting for all 

¶ Spend special time with your kids (together and separately) 
¶ Have special traditions and make memories 
¶ Give them lots of affection , encouragement and affirmation 

¶ Your affirmations should far outweigh your corrections 
 

Discipline  
Proverbs 23:13 -14; 22:15 -22  
¶ Discipline is the act of lovingly training your children 
¶ God commands that we discipline our children 
¶ Any time of discipling should be God-focused, loving, firm, and never harsh 

¶ If you cannot be controlled and calm then do not discipline at that moment 
¶ Discipline of any kind should never be done in anger 
¶ Children should always be taught and explained to why they are receiving discipline or correction 

and what they could have done rather than the undesired behavior 
¶ Any discipline time should end with loving and reassurance 

¶ It is vitally important, though, that we are ultimately shepherding the heart of our children (and their 
motivations and desires) rather than just focusing on right behavior 

¶ Remember we are not trying to raise good little boys and girls that blindly obey; we are trying to craft 
godly young men and women who follow God from their heart 

 

Salt and Light  
Mark 9:50; Matthew 5:14 -16  
¶ We are to have salt among or in ourselves 

¶ This gives a visual image of a container that needs to be filled with salt 

¶ Our children are like salt shakers 

¶ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻŘƭȅ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
happy to fill them up 

¶ Be constantly aware what their influences are and what is going into their mind 

¶ The family of God seeks to be a light to the world, showing the world how to live as the people of God 

¶ As families within that larger family we are also to be a light to those around us 

¶ Work together as a family to be a light in your neighborhood, your schools, etc. 

¶ Teach your kids to think evangelistically and work together as a family to bring friends, relations, 
and neighbors to the family of Christ as well 

¶ Be hospitable regularly and teach your entire family how to take part in that 

 
Setting the Bar  
Matthew 10:24  
¶ Your children will be very unlikely to be more spiritually and focused on God than you are 
¶ Model consistency 
¶ Model humility 

¶ You cannot do this on your own 
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¶ Be humble and get lots of advice, input, and discipling 
¶ Be open with your struggles so that other Christian parents can encourage and help you 

 

 Things to Ponder  
¶ In what areas as a parent do you feel that you most need to grow? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Politics and the Kingdom 

 
One of the most contentious aspects of life today can be the relationship between the individual and 
politics.  Emotions quickly get heated over political issues and many people put an incredible amount of 
hope and personal investment into politics.  Many Christians engage in the world of politics based on their 
own backgrounds and beliefs without really considering the biblical mindset that Christians are to have 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ talking about specific issues like who to vote for or 
support but this study will look at the larger worldview that Christians should have when it comes to 
politics.   

  

 

1.  The New Humanity  
Galatians 3:26 -29; Philippians 3:20  
¶ Early Christians truly believed themselves ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Kingdom of God 

¶ They believed themselves to be citizens of a Kingdom that did not have physical borders but was every bit 
as real and demanding of our loyalty as any earthly-based kingdom, nation, or state 

¶ They put their identity, hope, and loyalty in the Kingdom of God rather than their home country  

¶ This mindset led them to taking advantage of the citizenship of their home country if it furthered the 
cause of the Kingdom but they never lost sight of the fact that the Kingdom had become the true object of 
their allegiance 

¶ How is this different or challenging for you? 

 

2. Bringing Individuals into the New Creation  
2 Corinthians 5:15 -17  
¶ The early Christians understood that when someone entered into Christ they entered into the realm of 

the New Creation, the Kingdom of God 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ 
way 

¶ Our world is divided over politics and it is important to value the Kingdom over earthly politics 

¶ It is sad and often sinful when Christians engage in political rhetoric or side-taking at the expense of the 
Kingdom of Godτȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
just severely damaged your ability to share your faith with the other half of people who believe differently 
about politics than you do 

¶ The first step for Christians is to realize how important it can be to keep your political opinions to yourself 

¶ The second step is to work towards taking on an entirely different mindset about what will really help 
solve problemsτis it politics or the Kingdom of God? 

 

3. Changing the World Through Different Means  
2 Corinthians 10:4 -5 
¶ What sort of weapons does the world use when it comes to changing things? 

¶ Weapons of war 

¶ Weapons of harsh rhetoric 

¶ Putting hope in governments and ideologies 

¶ What sort of weapons does the Kingdom of God use when it comes to changing things? 

¶ Why is it important that Christians look very different from the political world around us? 

¶ It is a sad commentary that most non-Christians view Christians as nastier and more political than the 
average personτthis was definitely not the reputation of the early church 
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4. The Kingdom Was Their Realm of Authority  
1 Corint hians 5:9 -11; 6:1 -5 
¶ The realm of identity, loyalty, and authority for the early Christians was that of the church, not the world 

¶ They understood that they could not force their opinions, beliefs, or values on the world at large nor 
should they appeal to the systems of the world to settle matters that could be settled within the Kingdom 
of God 

¶ Do you truly embrace the concept that the Kingdom of God is more deserving of your loyalty and 
allegiance than the country of your birth 

¶ What does that mean in practical terms? 

 

5. Seek First the Kingdom  
Matthew 6:33  
¶ Early Christians believed that they had no role in earthly politics or the public square because it was a 

total conflict of interests 

¶ They valiantly and tirelessly defended the cause of those that could not help or defend themselves and 
destroyed the evil of the world within their mists (such as slavery and the killing of infants known as 
exposure) but they never tried to change society from the outside or even through being engaged in the 
political square 

¶ For the first 3 centuries of Christianity, they refused to take part in the politics, public arena, or military of 
their home countries 

¶ They understood that to engage in any of those things tied them to all of the non-Kingdom of God values 
and practices of the country, politician, or movement that they showed support to 

¶ Consider the following two quotes from the early Christian church: 

¶ ñIn us, all ardor in the pursuit of glory and honor is dead.  So we have no pressing inducement to 
take part in your[politics].  Nor is there anything more entirely foreign to us than affairs of 
state.τTertullian c. 195 AD 

¶ /Ŝƭǎǳǎ ώŀ ǇŀƎŀƴϐ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǊƎŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
necessary for the maintenance of the laws and the support of reliƎƛƻƴΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƛƴ 
each state the existence of another national organization that was founded by the Word of God.  
And we exhort those who are mighty in word and of blameless life to rule over churches. . . It is 
not for the purpose of escaping public duties that Christians decline public offices.  Rather, it is so 
they may reserve themselves for a more divine and necessary service in the church of Godτfor 
the salvation of men. ς Origen c. 248 AD 

¶ What is your response to the two quotes above? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ How has this study changed, challenged, or confirmed your previous beliefs on the role of Christians in 

earthly politics? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Maturing in Christ 

 
The Christian life is not about being stagnant or staying the same.  It is a life of growing and transforming 
into the image of Christ.  When we understand that we will understand that we are constantly on a quest 
to become more mature in our life as disciples.  Although there are countless ways that we can continue 
to grow, this study will focus on some of the primary ways that we can go after constant spiritual growth 
in our lives.  

  

 

Anchored in Christ  
Hebrews 2 :1  
¶ To grow spiritually and mature in Christ we need to be anchored in Christ 

¶ If ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿΣ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
a boat that is not anchored and slowly drifts out with the currentτdrifting out gradually is easy and 
happens quicker than we think; and it is much easier to drift out than it is to paddle back in 

¶ Revelation 2:4-5 warns about drifting from the convictions and love that we had at first for God and his 
people? 

¶ Have you already noticed any drifting in your commitment or loyalty to God and his people? 

 

Wal king in Christ  
1 John 2:6  
¶ What does this passage call us to be and do? 

¶ Many of us like to celebrate how Jesus walked but do we really want to walk how he walked and live how 
he lived? 

¶ Do you really want to be as humble, sacrificial, loving, and serving as Jesus? 

¶ Are you truly committed in your heart to living the life to which Jesus called us to live? 

 

Fixated on Christ  
Hebrews 3 :1 ; 12 :1 -3 
¶ Why is it so important to fix our thoughts and eyes on Jesus? 

¶ What does that mean on a daily basis in the real world? 

¶ When Peter was walking on the water and he took his eyes off of Jesus, what happened to Peter? 

¶ How does this serve as a picture of what happens to us when we take our eyes off of Christ and 
worry on the winds and waves of life around us? 

 

Grounded in Christ  
Hebrews 5 :11 -14  
¶ What do the mature do according to this passage? 

¶ In Mark 4:24-25, Jesus says that the measure we use to dig into his word will be the measure that we 
receive in spiritual growth 

¶ Imagine you could go to a sea of gold coins and were allowed to take out one scoop of any size 
you wished 

¶ Would you take a small shot glass or the biggest container you could find? 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǘ ƎƭŀǎǎΚ 

¶ God wants us to dig into his word and obey it radically.  That is how we will grow spiritually 
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Bonded in Christ  
Hebrews 10 :22 -25 (For Further Study: Hebrews 3:12 -14)  
¶ We all want to draw near to God without wavering but one of the clearest ways that we do this is to draw 

near to one another and to not give up meeting together 

¶ Scripture is clear that the way we feel about and treat others is the clearest measure of how loyal we are 
to God 

¶ Why do you think that is the case? 

¶ How does loyalty and commitment to one another in the body of Christ help us to grow in spiritual 
maturity? 

 

Sacrificing in Christ  
Colossians 1:24 -29 (For Further Study: James 1:2 -4; 1 John 3:16)  
¶ Our natural tendency is to not go through trials or willingly sacrifice 

¶ Paul says that sacrificing for others is necessary because it is the only tangible way that they will directly 
connect with the sacrifice for Christ 

¶ We are called to sacrifice for the benefit of others in the same way that someone else sacrificed for our 
benefit which all eventually leads back to the sacrifice of Christ for us all 

¶ How does living a sacrificial life lead to spiritual maturity? 

 

Led in Christ  
Hebrews 13:7, 17  
¶ What does humbly imitating the way of life of godly leaders and obeying their authority have to do with 

maturing in Christ? 

¶ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊitual community with one another and submitting to our leaders help 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ άƭƻƴŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǊέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΚ 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ In which of these areas do you think you have already grown the most?  In what areas do you still need 

the most growth? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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%ØÁÍÉÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ 

 
One of the most important disciplines that a Christian needs to become consistent in is examining and 
studying the word of God.  This needs to become a top priority of any Christian whether you are a book 
learner naturally or not.  Each Christian should be consistently engaged in examining and learning the 
word of God both independently and in community with other Christians. 

  

The Importance of Godôs Word 
Mark 4:1 -20  
¶ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ 

to our lives throughout our walk in Christ 

¶ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

 

Mark 4:24 -25  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ 

¶ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ 

 
Psalm 119:105  
¶ What does this verse tell us that the word of God is for us? 
¶ What does it imply about our lives if we do not consistently have the word of God? 

 

Luke 16:19 -31  
¶ Jesus believed that the word of god (Moses and the prophets) was the most powerful tool available to 

convert people to obedience to God 

¶ He believed that the word was more effective and powerful than someone coming back from the dead 

¶ Faith comes from hearing the word of god and nothing else (Romans 10:17) 

 

Hebrews 4:12 -13  
¶ The word is active and pertinent to our everyday lives which means it is important to dig into it everyday 

¶ What is your plan for learning from the word each day? 
 

It Takes Work  
Acts 17:10 -12  
¶ Why were this group of people commended? 
¶ Digging into the word of God is vital 
¶ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

the word of God 
¶ In order to be aware of poor, shallow, or incorrect teaching, each disciple must have their own knowledge 

of the word of God and constantly seek to dig deeper 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13  
¶ They accepted the word of god as just that rather than a human word; What is the difference? 
¶ What did Paul mean by saying that the word was at work in them? 

 

2 Peter 3:15 -16  
¶ We must be careful in how we handle the word of God so that we do not twist the Scriptures 
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¶ The Scriptures can be difficult to understand (even Peter had trouble with Paul at time, evidently) but that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǉǳƛǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
¶ There are many resources within the body of Christ to help you understand and go deeper ς use 

them 
 

2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16 -17  
¶ Reading is something that we do to a magazine or a good mystery novel 

¶ The word of God is to be studied, examined, learned, and embraced 

¶ Become a student and a lifelong learner 

¶ How do you do that? 

 

Donôt Just Hear It, Do It 
James 1:22 -25  
¶ Simply reading the word of God and agreeing with it but not putting it into obedient action is as silly as 

looking at yourself in the mirror and forgetting what you look like 
¶ Examine the word carefully with an eye towards obeying it and putting it into practice 
¶ Are there times where you have been tempted to hear the word and know what it says but not really 

obey it wholeheartedly? 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ όƛŦ ŀƴȅύ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

deeply? 

¶ How can you go about overcoming those obstacles? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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3ÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ 

 
LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
to do it.  It is certainly important to have a conviction that yƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ 
word on a ever-increasing deeper level.  But it is quite possible to have that conviction without knowing 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
certainly many different ways to do that and they simply cannot even begin to be covered in this study 
but we will look at some simple steps to help you get started. 

  

 

Step 1 ï Choose a book to study  
¶ It is never the most productive method to just wake up in the morning, crack open the Bible to whatever 

page it opens to and begin reading for awhile to see what guidance and wisdom that particular section 
happens to offer today 

¶ To do that is to read the Bible more like a horoscope than the word of God that deserves to be 
studied and examined deeply 

¶ Choose a book of the Bible that you would like to study 

¶ It may be a book that interests you, one that someone else suggested, one that was preached 
from recently, or one that you think covers some specific material that might help you in the 
areas in which you currently need growth and direction 

 

Step 2 ï Read Through the Book  
¶ It is best if you read all the way through your book to start 

¶ Do this in one sitting if possible (that will be much more difficult with some longer books so you may have 
to break it up over a couple of days) 

¶ You may even want to read it through in its entirety in several different translations (HCSB, NIV, ESV, 
NASB, NRSV, NLT, just to name a few) 

 
Step 3 ï Principles to Understand the Book at a deeper lev el  
¶ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

¶ The Bible was written for us but not directly to us 
¶ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

said to the original audience to whom it was written; what was it calling them to do or know 
¶ To understand the Bible properly, there are a few simple guidelines that will help us if we follow: 

1. Their Side of the River 

¶ Consider what the text would have been telling the original audience (their side of the 
river) 

¶ Lǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ όŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
understand everything at the time that it was written) 

2. How Wide is the River 

¶ Remember that there are things that put a greater distance between us and the original 
audience: 

¶ Culture 

¶ Historical setting 

¶ Language (figures of speech, etc.) 

¶ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǾǎΦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘύ 

¶ Covenant (Old or New) 

¶ Etc. 
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¶ We have to at least be aware of those things as we consider what it will take to cross 
the river to bring the text from their time into ours 

3. /Ǌƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ .ƻŀǘ bŀƳŜŘ άtǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜέ 

¶ The Bible is a book of timeless principles written to specific people at specific times 

¶ Our job as readers is to not get bogged down in the cultural specifics of each situation 
but to understand those things a bit so that we can properly extract the principle from 
each situation 

¶ Determine the principle of a verse, passage, or paragraph 
4. Arrive on Our Side of the River 

¶ How would we apply this principle to the people of God today? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ 

¶ Example: 

¶ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ 
surface, seem to have no application for us today ς Exodus 21:28-29 
1. Their Side of the River 

¶ They were being told quite clearly that an animal that injured another human must be 
put to death and its meat not eaten so that no benefit might come from such a tragedy.  
This would have been an economic blow for the owner so it was not as though they 
were getting off free and clear.  If, however, this was a repeated offense, then the 
owner was negligent and it should not be treated as an accident; the owner would pay 
the price for the crime with their own life 

2. How Wide is the River 

¶ Remember that there are things that put a greater distance between us and the original 
audience: 

¶ This was written to the people of Israel before they had a king and any kind of ruling 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

¶ The Law was the model by which they judged every aspect of life and it told them 
what kind of people they should be 

¶ They were an agrarian people that would come in contact with animals often 

¶ This took place under the Old Covenant and the Law 
3. Cross the River in our Boŀǘ bŀƳŜŘ άtǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜέ 

¶ The principle here is something like this: God does not want us to punish people unduly 
ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜƎƭƛƎŜƴǘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ 
grace where appropriate but also be responsible for their actions (or lack thereof) and 
make restitution if they or something that is in their care (child, pet, etc) causes harm 

4. Arrive on Our Side of the River 

¶ This is a principle that can easily be applied to many appropriate situations 

¶ Reading the Bible this way makes aƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
 

 

Step 4 ï Read and Observe  
¶ Once we have read a book all the way through we now want to go back carefully and be detectives 

¶ What does each sentence say? 

¶ What is the main point of each paragraph? 

¶ Are there any wordplays, repetitions of words or ideas, figures of speech, lists, commands, etc., 
of which we need to take note? 

¶ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

¶ Get in the habit of taking notes while you study, including writing down questions that 
you cannot answer on your own 

¶ If you need to look up a specific word to see what it might have meant in the original language 
you can use a source like www.blueletterbible.org (type in a verse, several small icons will appear 
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ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊǎŜΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŎέ ƛŎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ȅƻǳ 
would like to look up) 

¶ You may also find it helpful to get a concordance and a good Bible dictionary  

¶  

Step 5 ï Work Your Way Through the Book  
¶ Go through a little bit of the book each day 

¶ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ 
 

Step 6 ï Come to Some Convictions  
¶ At the end of each daily  study session you will want to write down the answers to some simple questions: 

¶ What did I learn about the nature of God today and/or how he relates to his people? 
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŘƛŘ L ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ¢ƻŘŀȅΚ 
¶ What do these principles mean for the people of God? 
¶ How do these principles teach, rebuke, correct, and train me in righteousness today? 
¶ What am I going to do in response ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ 

 
 Things to Ponder  
¶ You might not fully grasp all of the points above but keep going through them and working through books 

until they make sense 

¶ If you need help from an older disciple, then by all means get some 

¶ Which book of the Bible would you like to start studying (if you plan to try to use the above method)? 
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The Kingdom of God, Part 1 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  Lƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and 
ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible.  Being that it is such an important element 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙis entire creation, it is important that we begin to have a 
good understanding of what the kingdom of God is. 

  

 

The Kingdom of God on Earth  
Genesis 1:31; 2:8 -9; 2:16 -17  
¶ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘΤ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǿŀǎΣ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

¶ God created humans to live in concert with him, being his representatives and caring for his creation 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜΣ ǊŜƛƎƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘ 

¶ IǳƳŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

 

Losing the Kingdom  
Genesis 3:6 -7; 17 -19; 23 -24  
¶ IǳƳŀƴǎ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪŜǇǘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ 

part of his kingdom and rule, and separated us from God 

¶ Ever since this moment, God has been at work to restore us to his kingdom 

 
Hints of the Kingdom  
Exodus 19:3 -8 
¶ God entered into covenant with the descendants of Abraham, the Israelites 

¶ God rescued them, brought them out of Egypt 

¶ God was their king, they were to be his people 

¶ He called them to be obedient 

¶ He cŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ όǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Řƻ 
so as well) 

¶ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

¶ This would not be the kingdom in its fullness but would show people what the kingdom would be like 

¶ Sadly, the remainder of the Old Testament chronicles the face that Israel broke covenant with God and 
refused to be the people that God wanted them to be 

 
Isaiah 2:2 -4 
¶ Israel, the covenant with them, and the Law were always temporary measures for God to bring about his 

kingdom through the Messiah 

¶ The mountain of the Lord was another way of talking about the kingdom of God 

¶ The Messiah would bring about a new wave of the kingdom and allow it to break into the present realm 

¶ Notice that it prophesies that the kingdom would consist of people from all nations who would live in 
ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ όǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
kingdom could not be Israel if the promise was to consist of all nations) 

¶ Why is it important for us today to understand that part of the kingdom has always been that it would 
Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άǊŀŎŜǎέΚ 

 
Jeremiah 31:31 -34  
¶ God promised a New Covenant that would surpass the Old Covenant with Israel 
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¶ This New Covenant would not be by birth but by choice as each individual had the choice to enter into 
relationship with God and to be part of his kingdom 

 

Daniel 2:44  
¶ DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘέ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ 

 
Daniel 7:13 -14  
¶ The Messiah, the son of man, would establish the everlasting kingdom that would never end 

 
2 Chronicles 36:23  
¶ In the Hebrew Bible that Jesus used during his lifetime, this was the last verse of what we call the Old 

Testament (the texts were the same, they just used a somewhat different order for the books) 
¶ This verse was a prophecy that pointed to the fact that the kingdoms of the earth were lacking 

¶ Someone needed to return to Jerusalem to build God a proper Temple 

¶ This would not be another physical Temple 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άƎƻ ǳǇέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 

¶ It referred to one going into holy war for the cause of God and his people 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
people in Jerusalem and finally bring about the promised Kingdom and Temple that Israel had been 
waiting for? 

¶ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΚ 

 
Things to Ponder  
¶ LŦ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ άDƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣέ ǘƘŜƴ how 
ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΚ 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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The Kingdom of God, Part 2 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ of God.  In actuality, the 
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and 
ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible.  Being that it is such an important element 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ for his people and is the destiny of his entire creation, it is important that we begin to have a 
good understanding of what the kingdom of God is. 

. 

 
The Kingdom Coming in Waves  
Matthew 6:10  
¶ One of the key things that Jesus taught his disciples to pray for was that the kingdom would continue to 
ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜφǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎ 
done 

¶ It would make little sense for Jesus to ask his disciples to pray for something that was largely irrelevant in 
their time 

¶ Jesus asked them to pray for the kingdom to come because it was breaking in all around them 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅ ǎƻƻƴ 

 

Matthew 4:17  
¶ Jesus was preaching from the very onset of his ministry that the kingdom of God had come near 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

 

Matthew 12:28  
¶ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ 

had foretold 

¶ The Messiah was ushering in the kingdom of God 
 

Mark 9:1  
¶ Jesus told his disciples that some would be alive and, by implication, some would be dead, at the coming 

of the kingdom 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ 
would come in a very strong wave, in power, during the lifetimes of at least some of the disciples 

¶ As we will see, when the kingdom did come in power, Judas Iscariot (who was present here) 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ǘƘǳǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜre quite accurate 

¶ The kingdom came in waves and it seems that this coming in power would come in a series of 
waves as well through the death and resurrection of Christ as well as the events of Pentecost 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ н όǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎtudy) 

 

Luke 24:44 -49  
¶ This takes place after the resurrection of Jesus from the dead 

¶ He tells them: 
¶ All prophecies in the Old Testament must be fulfilled 

¶ Forgiveness of sin would be proclaimed to all nation beginning at Jerusalem 

¶ The Spirit would come upon them in power as a means to this 

 

Acts 1:3 -5 
¶ Jesus resurrected after 3 days, then spent 40 days teaching his disciples about the kingdom of God 
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¶ He then ascended to heaven and 7 days later Pentecost took place in Jerusalem 

¶ We will turn to the events of Pentecost and following as it relates to the Kingdom of God in the next study 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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The Kingdom of God, Part 3 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ Ŝŀrth and teaching was the kingdom of God.  In actuality, the 
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and 
ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible.  Being that it is such an important element 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
good understanding of what the kingdom of God is. 

 
 

The Spirit Opens the Door to the Kingdom for the Jews  
Acts 2:1 -12  
¶ The feǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ рл Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ όtŀǎǎƻǾŜǊύ 

¶ Jews from all nations were present in Jerusalem to celebrate 

¶ The Holy Spirit came in power (v. 4) 
¶ The miraculous sign that the family of God, the kingdom of all nations, had come was that each person 

heard the proclamation in their own language 
 

Acts 2:22 -24  
¶ Jesus was killed but God raised him from the dead showing him to be the true Messiah, the one who 

would be king of the kingdom 

 
Acts 2:36 -39  
¶ God demonstrated that Jesus was both Lord and Christ 

¶ He was the king of the kingdom and a large wave of the kingdom had come 

¶ Those who recognized Jesus as their Lord and king where prepared to follow and wanted to know what to 
do 

¶ They were told to enter into the life of Christ, the life of the kingdom, by being baptized and receiving the 
forgiveness of sin and the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit 

¶ The door to the kingdom had been opened for the Jews 
 

The Spirit Opens the Door to the Kingdom for the Gentiles  
Acts 10:44 -49; 11:15 -17  
¶ It seems like no large controversy to us that Gentiles would be welcomed into the kingdom of God but it 

was a topic of great concern in the first century 

¶ Even the earliest Christians would have assumed that DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ bŜǿ 
Covenant family; surely they must become Jews first and follow the Law of Moses 

¶ The entirety of chapters 10-11 make clear that the Holy Spirit was making it clear that this was not the 
case 

¶ The work of Christ had changed their assumptions 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ would include people of all nations through nothing more than 
entering into Christ 

¶ The Spirit came upon them just as he had come upon people in the Old Testament (this was 
different than the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit) 

¶ The Spirit came upon them in power just as he had come upon the disciples to open the door of the 
kingdom at Pentecost 

¶ Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit the door to the kingdom had been opened in these events that 
were once-for-all and need-not-be-repeated events 

 



105 
 

The People of the Kingdom  
1 Peter 2:9 -10  
¶ The people of God are the people of the kingdom 

¶ We are the kingdom of priests that God had always desired 

¶ Some have mistakenly assumed that this means that the kingdom of God is the same thing as the church 

¶ The church is to be the clearest example of the kingdom but the kingdom is the rule of God  
¶ The kingdom should be made manifest through the life and activities of the church 

 

Still Waiting  
1 Peter 1:3 -5 
¶ We have access to the kingdom, but it has still not come in all its fullness 
¶ It is waiting in heaven until it comes in fullness with Christ when he returns at the resurrection of all 

believers 
 

Revelation 21:1 -7 
¶ One day the kingdom will come in all of its fullness and God will restore the heavens and earth and he will 

dwell with his people forever 
 
 

Things to Ponder  
¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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In the Image of the King 

 
There are so many religions and philosophies in our world today other true Christianity that offer 
alternate ways and theories of saving people.  Sometimes that can be confusing and they can begin to 
sound rather attractive.  But we must always remember what the real problems are.  The real problem for 
humans is not that are lives are miserable or that we just need to go to paradise or heaven or become one 
with the universe.  Our problem is that because of sin we have corrupted the image of God for which we 
were intended.  This is an important topic because Jesus Christ is the only solution to that problem. 

 
 
The Purpose of Man  
Genesis 1:26 -27  
¶ For what stated purpose did God make humans? 

¶ God made humans in his image, a word that referred representing God 
Á IǳƳŀƴǎΣ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

cared for his creation 
 

Psalm 8:4 -9 
¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ 

¶ But does this sound like the average human being today? 
Á Do human beings rule over creation and flawlessly represent God? 

¶ Clearly we do not so what happened? 
 

Image Corrupted  
Genesis 5:2 -3 
¶ IǳƳŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ 

due to sin (Genesis 3) 

¶ wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎΣ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
Á !ŘŀƳΩǎ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ image 

¶ IǳƳŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƴ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ōŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ 
 

The Perfect Image -Bearer  
Colossians 1:15; 2 Corinthians 4:4  
¶ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ όWƻƘƴ сΥоуύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ-bearer 

¶ Jesus represented God perfectly, did his will, and was the very image of God 
 

Restored to Godôs Image 
Colossians 3:9 -10; Ephesians 4:21 -24; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Corinthians 
15:49; Romans 8:29  
¶ In Christ we are being restored to the image of God 

¶ This process comes through knowing the life of Christ and doing it more and more 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
Á ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 

the Spirit 
Á We grow into the image of God 

¶ wƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнф ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
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Á DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
his image by entering into the life of his son 

Á His plan was always to have a Messiah-shaped family 

¶ In Christ is the only way that we can be restored to the image of God 
Á bƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ ƻǊ ƎǳǊǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ 
Á That is why Jesus said that he was the way, the truth, and the life 
Á wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƭƻƴŜφbŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

 

Give to Godôs 
Matthew 22:15 -22  
¶ The Pharisees thought that they could trap Jesus by asking him whether Jews should pay taxes to the 

much-hated Roman Empire 
Á LŦ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘed as a traitor by his Jewish listeners 
Á LŦ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ άƴƻέ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ wƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜōŜƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

paying taxes 

¶ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ 

¶ IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƻƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ image on it 
Á ¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 

violation of the ten commandments 

¶ When they did produce it Jesus asked whose image was on it 
Á ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ά/ŀŜǎŀǊέ 

¶ His response was incredible 
Á άDƛǾŜ ǘƻ /ŀŜǎŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎέ 
Á Iƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƛƴ ƘŀŘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƛƴŜΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 

him 
Á .ǳǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ 
Á They should all be giving themselves entirely to God, because they had his image imprinted on 

them 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



108 
 

The Will of the King 

 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  
{ƛƴΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǳǘΣ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎ ƻŦ Ǿƛǘŀƭ 
importance for our walk in the family of God as kingdom people. 

 
Made for Godôs Will, but . . .  
Genesis 3:1 -6 
¶ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ōŜǎǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

¶ aŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řƻƛƴg their own will rather than 
DƻŘΩǎ 

¶ !ǎ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
 

A New Plan  
Ezekiel 36:26 -27  
¶ God had a plan to renew the hearts of humans so that we could become fully human, doing his will once 

again  

¶ This plan would come through Jesus 
 

Godôs Will on Earth 
Matthew 6:10  
¶ .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ 

 

John 4:34  
¶ In the Jewish culture, food was symbolic for the substance that sustained your life 

¶ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
 

John 6:38  
¶ For what purpose did Jesus say he came? 

 

Matthew 7:21 -23  
¶ Not everyone who thinks of themselves as religious or as knowing Jesus will be known by Jesus 

¶ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ  

¶ When considering your own judgment before Christ, are you confident that you have given your life to 
ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΚ 

 

Romans 12:1 -2 
¶ A sacrifice was something that was offered up and given completely to God 

¶ On a personal and practical level, what does it mean to offer you as a sacrifice to God? 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ? 

 

Matthew 26:36 -46  
ü WŜǎǳǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩs will rather than submitting to the will of his 

human flesh 
ü WŜǎǳǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ü Humans first disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden by refusing to do his will and doing their own will 

instead 
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o Jesus revŜǊǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
will 

ü WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ½are you? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Resurrection: The Great Hope 

 
It is perhaps unfortunate that so many people, including Christians have little understanding about what 
happens after we die.  Very few Christians have a solid understanding of the Resurrection which is 
particularly curious considering the fact that the writer of Hebrews lists the Resurrection of the dead 
among the elementary teachings of the faith that everyone should know before even moving on to 
spiritual maturity (Hebrews 6:2).  With that in mind, we undertake to at least study out some of the basics 
of the resurrection.  Much of this might seem difficult to understand or new but it is not at all.  These 
concepts of the resurrection were the bread and butter of the early church.  Resurrection, as understood 
below, was the great hope of the early church.  It was what continued to motivate them in the face of 
death and was the promise that kept them from fearing persecution and even death.  It makes sense that 
it should be as important to us as it was to the early Christians. 

 
 
The Message of the Gospel  
2 Timothy 2:8 -11  
¶ What does Paul say, in shorthand, is his gospel message 

¶ The gospel is the declaration that Jesus was the Davidic Messiah that had defeated death and made that 
victory available to those who would have faith in his life 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1 -21  
¶ !Ǝŀƛƴ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

¶ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘŦǊǳƛǘǎύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎǊƻǇέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
our resurrection 

¶ What does Paul say, in verses 12-19, is the negative ramifications if there is no resurrection from the dead 

¶ For a sample of other passages that speak of the importance of the resurrection of the dead in the 
preaching of the apostolic church see: Acts 1:21-22; Acts 2:25-36; Acts 4:1-3; Acts 4:32-33; Acts 17:16-18; 
31-33; Acts 23:6-8; Acts 24:10-21; Romans 1:1-6; Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 6:1-2 

 

What is the Resurrection?  
1 Corinthians 15:42 -49  
¶ For Paul the problem was not with the body itself but with sin and death which had taken up residence 

producing corruption, dishonor and weakness 

¶ Being human is good, being an embodied human in good, being a rebellious human, a decaying human, a 
human dishonored through bodily sin and bodily death is bad 

¶ What needs replacing is not the body but the animating force that controls the will 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭέ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
of which it is made 

¶ Paul is saying that at the resurrection of those in Christ, our natures that are currently animated by our 
ƻǿƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻǳƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ς Our tendency to 
sin will be gone and dealt with 

¶ Paul says in Romans 8:9-11 that the process of choosing to walk according to the Spirit rather than our 
own fleshly desires in the present age trains us for and anticipates that time when we will be transformed 
fully 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1 -8 
¶ Paul describes a three stage process which includes: 

¶ Our present unredeemed bodies (He refers to this as our earthly tents) 
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¶ The intermediate stage when we will have passed through physical death and into the presence of the 
[ƻǊŘ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ όIŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ άōŜƛƴƎ ƴŀƪŜŘέύ 

¶ The resurrection body (He calls this our heavenly dwelling because saying something was heavenly meant 
it was aligned with the will of God and because the Scriptures promise that the resurrection bodies and 
the new creation are being kept in heaven until God comes and restores all things including our bodies.  
See Matthew 19:28; Acts 3:19-21; Romans 8:20-24; Colossians 3:1-5; 1 Peter 1:3-5 

 
What the Resurrection Means in the Present  
Romans 6:1 -14  
¶ Our baptism into Christ is not only the entrance into the death, life, and resurrection of Christ, it is also a 

present participation in that life 

¶ The life and resurrection of Christ is not just a future hope 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ the 
present 

 

1 Corinthians 15:58  
¶ Paul writes this verse in summary of his long exposition on resurrection 

¶ Dying to self, undergoing the persecution and trials of the Christian faith, and the work that we do in the 
Lord are not in vain because they will matter in the resurrection, in the age to come 

¶ What we do now is an anticipation of the age to come, it is learning to live by the values of that time and 
is not simply doing things for the sake of being blindly obedient 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ Why is it so significant to understand the resurrection of believers as the inheritance and great hope of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 
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Resurrection: What and When? 

A great deal of money passes hands each year as people sǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ǿƛƭƭ 
happen and what it will be like.  As Christians we are told by Scripture to be discerning and check out 
every manner of spiritual teaching to see if it truly matches with the word of God.  When we do that, it 
appears that much of what passes today as biblical teaching about the return of Christ is not in line with 
what Scripture actually says about the coming of Christ and the resurrection, nor does it match up with 
what the earliest Christians believed about the resurrection and the return of the Messiah.  This study will 
focus on the return of Christ and the resurrection of those in Christ. 
  

 
Matthew 19:28  
¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ άŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΚ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άǊŜƴŜǿŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘέ ƻǊ άōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ ƻǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ 

¶ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
earth is destroyed 
Á Is that what this passage implies, however?   
Á ²ŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ on to see if that is what the Scriptures teach about the resurrection age? 

 
Ephesians 1:10  
¶ The great promise here is that one day all things in heaven and earth will be brought together as one 

¶ To understand that idea it helps to understand that the early Christians (and the Old Covenant Jews) 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
separated as a result of human sin 

¶ The separation of the heavenly realms and the earthly realms would be repaired when Christ brought 
them back together at the resurrection and renewal of all things 

 
1 Peter 1:3 -5 
¶ For what do we wait according to this passage? 

¶ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƻŦ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ όǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜύ ōǳǘ 
it says that this final salvation is coming to us into our realm when Christ returns 

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘέ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ DƻŘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ 
Á It refers to the great day when Christ brings everything into submission and unites the heavenly 

and earthly realms 

 
Philippians 3:20  
¶ What do we eagerly await? 

¶ From where is he coming? 

¶ What will happen when he does return? 
Á ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎ 
Á He was apparently equally comfortable in the physical earthly realm (he could be touched, was 

material, could eat, etc.) and the spiritual realm (he could go through walls, etc.) 
Á In a similar manner our resurrection bodies will be transformed in nature so that we will no 

longer have the desire to sin and we will be capable of operating in the unified spiritual and 
earthly realms 
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2 Peter 3:3 -15  
¶ Peter is answering those who were already mocking the belief in the resurrection of those in Christ and 

the onset of the new creation 

¶ Many people think that Peter is saying that the whole world will be burned up and destroyed but that 
cannot be the case based on both an understanding of the language he uses and two important pieced of 
internal logic: 
Á First, Peter says that what he is describing is similar to the destruction that came upon the world 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅέ 
means to άǇǳǊƎŜΣέ άŘƛǎǎƻƭǾŜΣέ άǳƴƭƻƻǎŜΣέ ƻǊ άƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿΦέ  tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about will be of a similar nature of cleansing destruction as the flood.  The flood was certainly not 
an annihilation of the physical universe and neither is what Peter is describing. 

Á Second, Peter says in verses 14-15, that he is writing of the same things that Paul writes of, but 
nowhere do we see Paul describing the annihilation of the world.  Paul speaks of resurrection 
and restoration of the universe (see Romans 8:18-25 for example) 

¶ When Peter refers to the elements being destroyed, he uses a word which can mean elements as we 
might think of as atoms, etc., but more frequently the word was used as a figure of speech referring to 
ǘƘŜ ŀΣ ōΣ ŎΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎŜύΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
basic principles of the world opposed to God will be unloosed and judged for what they are 

¶ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άƭŀƛŘ ōŀǊŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴg fire 
(Ex. 24:17; Deut. 4:24; 2 Sam. 22:9; Ps. 18:8; Isa. 30:27, 30; Heb. 12:29) 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ όwŜǾΦ нмΥм-5) 

¶ When you consider all of these elements (which might sound difficult but was using very common Jewish 
language and figures of speech at the time) what is this passage telling us about the return of Christ? 

 

When Will This Take Place?  
1 Thessalonians 4:13 -18  
¶ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻn guaranteed theirs as the firstfruits 
όм /ƻǊΦ мрΥнлύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 
would take place so they spoke of its coming as being near and imminent, which it always is.  Simply 
because it has ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŀȊȅ 
theories to explain that resurrection has already happened as a spiritual event or something that happens 
when we die (2 Timothy 2:15-18) 

¶ Because of this eager expectation, there was much talk of those who were alive at the resurrection being 
transformed.  This led some to wonder what happened to those who had already died.  Did they miss 
out? 

¶ Paul says, first that no one know when the resurrection will come but when it does it will not be a secret 
coming or something that could be missed.   

¶ It will include the dead in Christ that he will raise and will also include the transformation of those still 
alive 

¶ Paul says that they will be caught up together in the clouds to meet in the air 
Á This is clear allusion to Moses entering into the glory cloud of the presence of God (Ex. 24:15-18) 
Á ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άƳŜŜǘέ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƴƻǘŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

escorting someone important back into town (For examples see Matt. 25:1, 6; Acts 28:15) 
Á ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άŀƛǊέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ 

as opposed to the sky (For examples see : Acts 22:23; 1 Cor. 9:26; 14:9; Eph. 2:2) 
Á The clear point, then, of this passage is that when Christ returns to his creation, his people will 

come into his presence to meet him and escort him into the earthly realm as it is flooded with 
the heavenly realm, to live in the presence of our God forever 
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Revelation 21:1 -7 
¶ From which direction is the New Jerusalem (symbolic of the heavenly realm) coming and to where is it 

going? 

¶ Where will God dwell with his people forever? 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1 -11  
¶ What does this passage tell us about the effectiveness of trying to determine the time and dates when 

Christ will return? 

¶ What does this tell us about our response to the resurrection and how it should affect our lives here and 
now? 

 

Things to Ponder  
¶ What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you? 

¶ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.τ2 Timothy 3:16 

¶ Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you? 

¶ Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures? 

¶ Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these 
Scriptures? 

¶ What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these 
Scriptures? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


