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Introduction

In Matthew 28:18-19, Jesus called his disciples to go and make disciples of people of all nations. Part of

that call to discipleship is for disciples to teach other disciples to obey everything that Jesus commanded.

This call commits us to an ongoing lifestyle of both learning and teaching. There is never a time when we
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disciples, we should always be teaching others in one way or another, but to follow Jesus is to commit to a

lifelong ethic of learning as well.

We start that journey when others sit with us and begin to teach us what it means to follow Jesus as his
RAAOALIXS YR (2 SyGSNI AyiG2 Kia fAFTSO dzih GKIFG 22 dz
into Christ. Through the pages of this Bible study series we continue that lifelong journey of learning to be

faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

How Should We Approach These Studies ?
M These studies are intended to be flexible and user friendly and to be used in a group or individual setting
M Thereis no one way to approach these studies
M You might want to sit down and go through these studies in a discipling partnership and mentor
a new disciple through the series
M You might want to start each study or do a quick overview and encourage the new disciple to
work through the remainder of the study on their own and then come back and discuss the
highlights of what you learned during your next time of meeting

Which Studies Should We Do?
9 Again, there is no one way to go through this study series
9 The studies are written to follow a certain logical progression and you are encouraged to consider going
through every study
9 But you may find that it meets your needs to only go through some of the studies
9 Thereis a logical progression but each study stands alone as well and the studies of this series
are suitable for flexibility of doing them in a different order or only choosing some
M You may find that some of the studies are longer than what you have time for in one sitting and discover
that it takes you two or even three times to really dig into and discuss through just one study
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9 Building well is far more important than building fast
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Didndét We See That Already?
9 Asyou go through the studies, you might begin to notice certain passages of Scripture or certain concepts
popping up several times throughout the series

M Thatis no accident

M We believe that human beings learn best through subtle repetition

9 This means that important concepts and passages that are vital for the new disciple to know and
live by are repeated liberally so as to help us really absorb the full meaning of that particular
concept or passage



What is Faith?
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and vital element to the believer because, among other reasons, Hebrews 11:6 reminds us sternly that

without faith it is impaossible to please God.
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What is Faith?
Hebrews 11:1 -2

9 Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see
M Do you think that faith then applies to anything we want that we cannot see?
M Read Hebrews 11:35
¢ 2KIFGd Aa GKS aK2LSé¢ o0SAy3a NBFSNNBR G2 Ay (GKAa LI
M The context of this passage is very important
9 This passage, in larger context, has to do with living by and for the reality of the resurrection age,
which is the great Christian hope
M We are called to be certain of that reality and live according to the values of that age now even
though we do not yet see it
9 By reading this in context, does this give a fuller understanding to your previous understanding of faith?

Romans 4:18 -22
9  What is faith according to this passage?
9 Abraham was credited as righteous because he had faith that what God promised was true and worth
living by
9 Thereis an important principle here that we should not overlook
9 We can only right have biblical faith in the things that God promises us and those things that God
tells us we can have faith in
M Can I rightly have faith in being resurrected?
M Can I rightly have faith in the Spirit to guide me through difficult times?
9 Can I rightly have faith in God providing for my basic needs as long as | seek his kingdom
first?
M Can I rightly have faith that God will help me get the exact job or house that | want?
M  Which of the above four statements were something in which we cannot rightly have biblical
faith?
M How does understanding this help adjust your previous understanding of faith?

2 Corinthians 5:7
M What does it meant to walk by faith and not by sight?
9 Thisis another passage where, in context, Paul was referring directly to the hope of resurrection
M What does it mean to be a people that walk by faith in the truth of resurrection rather than sight?

James 2:14 -24
9  Faith is nor just mentally agreeing with something
9 According to this passage, what is faith?
¢ ¢2 KI @S GNUz2S FILAGKET 6S Ydzad a2 aR2¢



M Faithis action induced by belief and gratitude
M How does this differ from what most people in our world today might say that faith is?
M Genuine faith does not involve thinking that | earn my status in Christ based on what | do because faith is
completely reliant upon God

Do | Need Faith?
Hebrews 11:6

1  Why is faith absolutely necessary according to this passage?
¢ 2KIFG Aa GKS NBadzZalfattt ¥ 6S R2y QG KI @S 06A6f A0
1 What two elements of faith are discussed here?

M Most people would agree with the first element of faith here

M But whyis it necessary to believe that God will reward those who seek him?

M Inthe context of this passage, what is the reward to which the author refers?

Things to Ponder
1 Whyis it so important for us to understand that, biblically speaking, faith is not just a mental agreement
with something but includes the corresponding action that confirms that we really do believe it?
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something but did not really demonstrate faith in it?
M How would you respond to the following thought:
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stretched over the Grand Canyon while pushing a wheelbarrow with 200 pounds in it. . . Faith is
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M What dangers are posed spiritually by reducing faith to mere mental agreement and not understanding
that action is part of genuine faith?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
M Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?



Understanding Faith

One of the big differences between religion and a genuine relationship with God is understanding.
Religion tends to thrive when people follow along with certain rules, regulations, or restrictions rather
than thinking their way through a genuine relationship with God. Religion conforms while a true
relationship with God transforms. It is important, then, to begin to understand as much about topics like
faith as we can and continue to study and learn what they are biblically and the impact that they have on
our lives.

From Where Does Our Faith Come?
Romans 10:17

9 From what does faith come according to this verse?

§ Whyisitimportantii 2 {y2¢ GKIFG FLFIAGK O2YSa FTNRBY D2RQ& 62NR
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God has promised through his word
M We can take all of our troubles and concerns to God, but we must be careful to root our faith in the things
GKFdG O02YS FTNRY D2RQ& 62NR | f2yS
Romans 12:3
9 God has distributed faith to each person
9 Our faith comes directly as a result of the grace of God
I Why isit vital to understand that God makes faith available to everyone who obeys his word?
1 Corinthians 2:4 -5
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Matthew 9:1 -2
M What does this verse teach us about faith?
¢ b2GA0OS GKIG Al area GKFG wWSadza aal gé GKSANI FI AGKK
9 They believed in Jesus but they also took action on that belief?

What Can Lack of Faith do?
Matthe w 13:53 -58

¢ 2KIFG 1SLIG GKS LS2LX S FTNRY SELISNASYOAy3a GKS Fdz fyS

¢ LT 6S R2y Qi o0StAS@GS Ay D2RQ& ¢2NR 2N R2y Qi | Ol 2y
working in our life?
Why is it important to understand that lack of faithcl Y AYKAOA G D2RQa LIR2GSNI Ay 2 dzNJ
What are ways that you are tempted to struggle in faith or ways that you have shown a lack of faith at
times?
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Ongoing Faith
Ephesians 3:10 -12
1 We develop our relationship with God and continue in the community of Christ, the church, through faith
in what God said rather than what we see or feel
9 What does this mean in practical terms as it relates to being part of a family of believers?



M Why is being part of the body integral to continuing in a life of faith (see Hebrews 3:12-14)?

Hebrews 10:38 -39

¢ 2KIG

R2Sa Al YSIyYy GKFd GiKS NAIKGS2dza oAttt tABS

M We are called to live by faith and not shrink back, regardless of what our sight or feelings might be telling

us

M As we continue on our journey of discipleship, it will demand us to walk by faith in God and believe the
things that the Word of God says to be true, oftentimes despite appearances

Things to Ponder
M What is the role of God when it comes to our faith? What is our role when it comes to faith?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
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Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Are We Saved by Faith?
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through other means. The Bible confirms that we are indeed saved through our faith, but not by our

faith. We are saved by grace through faith. But what exactly is faith? That is the key. Many in the

religious world will define faith as little more than a mental agreement with certain ideas. Anything more

than that, they would claim is not faith but works. But if we let the Bible define faith for us we see that

faith comes to life in action. Faith that is not accompanied by corresponding action is no faith at all. In

this study we will seek to find harmony between the action of being baptized into Christ and having faith.

Saved by Grace through Faith

Ephesians 2:1 -10

In what state are we before entering into Christ?

Why does God allow us to enter into Christ?
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By what are we not saved?

For what purpose are we saved?
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Saved by Mercy through Baptism into Christ
Titus 3:3 -8

M Inwhat state are we before entering into Christ according to this passage?
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M1 What is the result of our being saved?
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this one?
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T  What parallels do you see between verse 5 and Acts 2:38?

Faith and Baptism

Colossians 2:6 -14

2 KFd R2Sa tldAZ YSIYy 6KSy KS NBFSNA (2 aO02yliAydzS G2
Of what does Paul warn his readers in verses 8-9?

2 KFG Aa GKS NBadzZ & 2F 0SAy3a aOANDdzyOA a
When do enter into Christ according to verse 12?

We are buried in what and raised in what?

Why do you think Paul connected those two items inextricably within the same event?
What is the result of this baptism according to verse 13?

Optional: Continue reading chapter 3. What further truths does this tell us about being baptized into
Christ?
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Romans 6:1 -7

Why, according to verse 2, should we be done with a life of sin?

When, according to verse 3, did that death to sin take place?

Into what are we baptized?

Baptism buries us into what?

To what, through faith, are we raised?

What is the promise for those that have been untied with him in death at baptism?

Does this verse ever indicate that any of this is symbolic, or does it seem to indicate that this a real event
that brings real death to sin and the real hope of resurrection and life?
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1 Peter 3:17 -22
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- What saved Noah and his family through the water?
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- Is the water of Noah a symbol or is baptism called a symbol?
- How are we saved through this water that puts to death sin?
- How then is Jesus like the Ark?
- What happens at baptism according to this passage?
- Thinking of Romans 6, what does it mean that we are saved by the resurrection of Jesus Christ rather than
this being some mere ceremonial cleansing?

Romans 10:9 -13
- What did Paul discuss in chapter 6 that is still part of the larger context in this passage?
- Why s it necessary to believe that God raised Jesus fromthedS I R 0 R2y Qi F2NHSkto G KS 02y
chapter 6)?
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- Based on the continuing context of chapter 6 through this passage, do you have any thoughts?
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O Read Acts 22:12-16
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A What happens at baptism according to this passage?
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Things to Ponder
9 Take some time to consider the Scriptural connections between faith and baptism into Christ. How would
you explain the connection between the two concepts in your own words. Talk to someone else and
make sure that you have a clear understanding of this and can explain it in your own words.
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Balance of Faith & Works

What is more important in the life of disciple? To live by faith or to live by works of righteousness?

Which one saves us? Which one keeps us saved? Which is more important? Sometimes we can begin to
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own works. This can be especially tricky for new Christians, because older Christians often pass along the
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their own performance and works. The key is to find a healthy and biblical common ground between a
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grace and the mentality that believes that one must constantly be working and succeeding spiritually to
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What is the Role of Faith?
James 1:22 -27; 2:16 -24

9 True faith results in genuine action
M Thatis why Jesus followed the call to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength with the
command to love one another
 How we love others is the demonstration and action point of our love for God
M  What is the inter-relationship between faith and obedience according to this passage?

John 8:31 -32
9 Can you have true faith without obedience?
f WhydidJesuschallengeli KS WS6a&8 6K2 KIR d4o0StftASOGSRE 2N FANBSR 44
hold firmly to his teachings?

What is the Role of Works?
Ephesians 2:8 -10
I By what are we saved according to this passage?
M Whyis it important to know that we are not saved by our own works and efforts?
I  What should our salvation result in our part, though?
9 Our obedience and works are the verifier or evidence of the genuineness of our faith

2 Kings 5:1 -15

{ Inwhat ways does this incident serve as a wonderful picture of therole2 ¥ D2 RQ& 3ANJ OS Ay 2 dzNJ
and the necessity of our obedience?
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What is the Role of Grace?
Ephesians 2:8 -9

f What does it mean to be saved by grace?

¢ 2KFG R2Sa w2Ylrya yvywm (S¢tf dzd o62dzi (K2a$S GKIFG KI @S
Romans 6:1 -4; Jude 1:4

I Grace can be abused; the grace of God is not a license to continue in sin
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2 Corinthians 12:6 -10
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Titus 2:11 -14
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Action Points
9 Go back through the notes from this lesson and make a list of new insights or things that you have learned
Fo2dzi FIAGKE @g2NJaz 3INIOS FyR GUKS olflyOS 0SGgSSy
9 What specific action points will you take this week in response to this lesson?

Things to Ponder
M Why do you think that God saved us by grace for the purpose of good works? What does it mean to be
saved for good works?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Saved by Grace
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see, God has poured out his grace on his Son, who is worthy of his grace. It is only by entering into the life
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own lives. For us it is entering into the life of Christ that is the unmerited and amazing gift. Only in the
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difference between one specific restaurant in you town giving away free meals and all of them doing it. If

the free food is found in only one place, then you must know where that is in order to go there and
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Saved by Grace
Ephesians 2:4 -8
9 According to this passage we are saved by what?

M If we are saved by grace, then it is important to have a good understanding of what that grace is
§  Where does this passage seemtoA Y RAOI GS GKIG 6S 02YS Ayid2 O2yial 04 6A
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Psalm 84:11
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M Who has walked a completely blameless life before God (see Romans 3:23)?
§ Whothen,wouldbewortK&@ 2F D2RQa Tl @2 NXK

Grace on the Messiah
Luke 2:40; John 1:14

M Jesus was full of what?
9 LT 6S dzyRSNEGIYR GKFd a3INI OS¢ A& LINAYIFNRtE D2RQa ¥t
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Grace in the Life of Christ

John 1:16; Romans 3:24; Roman s 5:1-2; 1 Timothy 1:14; 2 Timothy 1:9

Out of what do we receive grace (John 1)?

2S NP 2dzaGAFASR o6& D2RQ& 3ANIOS UGUKNRdAzAK ¢gKIFG owz2Yly
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Where is the grace of God poured out on us (1 Timothy)?

Where do we find the grace that God wants to give to us (2 Timothy)?

=A =4 =4 -4 -9

2 Corinthians 8:9

M What did it cost Jesus in order for us to receive the grace that was due to him?
¢ 2Keé A& A0 a2 AYLRNIIFIYyd (2 (y26 oficKisti D2RQa 3INIF OS A&



Colossians 2:11 -15; 3:1 -4
9 When do we enter into the life of Christ?
9 We are buried in what and raised in what?
Interestingly, the early church (1%, 2" 3 centuries) referred to baptism interchangeably with

il
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M What should be the response to dying to our old selves and being raised with Christ?
M We are hidden in Christ, which means we receive everything that is due to Christ.

Things to Ponder
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grace by entering into the life of Christ through our own merit or worth?
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
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Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Living by Grace
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Christ. But it is a an undeserved gift that does demand a response on our part. We must never think that
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Word calls us to.

Grace and our Response
Romans 5:20 -6:2

¢ 2KFG R2S&a tldzZ VYSIYy 6KSy KS aleéea (0KIFIG agKSNB aixy Ay

 How does grace reign?

M What should be our attitude towards sin (or the response towards sin) based on grace?

1 Why do you think grace should result in us being dead to sin?
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results in our desire to continue to die to self.

Titus 2:11 -14
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M What does grace teach us?

M For what do we wait while the grace of God (the life of Christ) continues to teach us?

M What kind of a people does Jesus Christ want?

Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 15:10

il

Ephesians 2:10 says that we are saved so that we can engage in good works (for the will of God). How do
these verses connect grace to that thought?

Galati ans 1.6; (See also Galatians 5:  4; Hebrews 12:15; Jude 1:4)

M Graceis certainly unmerited, but why would this passage assert that one can desert the grace of Christ
and imply that we must continue to live in the grace of the life of Christ?
T  We must be on guard because we can abandon it and walk away from it?
No Condemnation
Romans 8:1
9 This verse helps us understand the balance in understanding how grace can be free and unmerited and
yet how the Scriptures can call us to lives of holiness and warn us not to abandon the life of grace.
9 God does call us to the high standard of the life of Christ (Matt. 5-7) and living as Jesus did (1 John 2:6) but
we must never forget that we are saved by grace and not the standard of the law or being perfect.
9 The life of grace enables us to grow in Christ and calls us ever higher
9 Butthere is no condemnation for those in Christ
I What does it mean that there is no condemnation?
I Read Ephesians 4:1

9 Grace calls us to the perfection of Christ but reminds us that we are saved by his life and not our
effort

9 That means that we should remember that we should always be growing in the life of Christ,
always know that we will fall short, and never forget that as long as we remain in the grace of
 KNRA&alGQa tAFTS 6S oAttt y240 06S O2yRSYYSR
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Grow in Grace

2 Peter 3:18
¢ 2KFEd R2 @&2dz dKAY]l AU YSlIya G2 a3aINRg Ay GKS 3IANI OS Iy
9  What are some of the ways that we can do that?

Things to Ponder
9 ¢F1S a2YS GAYS (G2 NBFtSOU 2y ddésS meavtb yolpgrdnally? G dzNB 2 F
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The clear commission that Jesus gave to all that would be his disciple is to go and make disciples of people

of all nations. Some that would claim to be Christian largely ignore that call while others take it so
aSNR2dzat e GKFG YIS GKSyaSft@gSa YA&aASNIofS gAGK GKS
constantly making disciples and being evangelistically fruitful. As part of this great mission, however, it is

vital to understand the balance between what the Scriptures say is our part in bringing salvation to others
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on ourselves. In addition, it is helpful to know what the role of the non-believer is as well. When we put

all these things together we will be able to see the proper role of all involved in bringing someone to

Christ.

Goddbés Part
Go through ea ch of the passagesbe | ow and descri beon&Gswds rol e i n c¢

E R e

1 Corinthians 3:5-9
Acts 17:26-27

Acts 16:14

John 16:8-10

2 Timothy 2:25
Acts 8:26-40

1 Timothy 2:3-4

My Part
Go through each of the passages below and describe our role in conversion

E R N

1 Corinthians 3:5-9
Acts 18:24-26
Mark 16:15

Mark 12:31

Acts 8:26-40

1 Peter 3:16
Ezekiel 2:3-8
Romans 10:14-15
Ephesians 2:10
Matthew 28:18-20

Their Part

Go through each of the passages below and describe the role of the non  -believer in
conversion

=4 =4 =4 -4 -4 _-a_-8_-9

Acts 17:26-27
Acts 2:38, 41

Acts 19:18
Matthew 6:33
Acts 8:26-40
Matthew 13:44-46
Ephesians 4:22-24
Romans 6:1-4
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Things to Ponder
1 Why isitimportant to have a firm understanding of the role of ourselves, God, and others in the process
of helping others to enter into the Kingdom of God? What can go wrong if we put any of the
NBalLR2yaAroAtAde 2F D2RQa NRtS 2yiG2 2d2NASt 3SaK
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Justas we needto haveaclearunderstt YRAY 3 2F D2RQ& LI NI FyR 2dzNJ LI NI 4
need to do the same when it comes to the ongoing process of spiritual growth. Spiritual growth is not

something that comes solely by God changing us. Nor does spiritual growth happen as a complete result

of our own actions. What we find is a partnership between God, primarily the Holy Spirit, and us as we

work together to grow up into the life of Christ. There is also a role for others in the body of Christ when

it comes to our spiritual growth that is important to understand.

Godbés Part

Go through each of the passagesbe | ow and descr i bespir@algrovgh r ol e I n
1 Corinthians 10:13

1 Corinthians 1:7

1 Corinthians 1:8

Romans 8:38-39

John 16:13

1 Peter 4:10

2 Peter 1:3-4

=4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -84

My Part

Go through each of the passages below and describe our role in spiritual growth
1John 3:16
Ephesians 4:22-24
Ephesians 4:31

2 Peter 1:5-8

James 4:10

2 Thessalonians 2:15
James 5:16
Ephesians 4:1-3
Philippians 2:3-5
James 4:4

1 Timothy 4:7
Hebrews 5:13-14

=4 =4 =4 =4 -84 -8 _8_8_4_8_19

Our Part

Go through each of the passages below and describe the role of the body in spiritual growth
Acts 2:42-47

Ephesians 4:11-13

Hebrews 3:13-14

Colossians 1:28-29

Colossians 3:16

1 Thessalonians 5:14

2 Timothy 4:2

=4 =4 -4 -4 -a_-a_-9
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Things to Ponder
Why isitimportant to have a firm understanding of the role of ourselves, God, and others in the process
of helping spiritual growth?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

f
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these

Scriptures?
What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Knowing God: Knowing Him

The last thing that God wants from his people is for us to muddle around in blind obedience to his word
without knowing why we obey and without having a relationship with him. Obeying rules without
knowing why is really the essence of what religion is. Christianity is most certainly not a religion. At least
true Christianity is not. God wants us to know him and have a relationship with him. That is his desire
and that should be our desire as well.

What Does God Want From His People?
Jeremiah 9:23 -24

1

f
f

! G062t adl gent Wofld wiaskdBnething i@ which you trusted and relied on to bring you status and
identity. How does this help you understand what these verses are saying?

Why does God not want his people to rely on some of the things listed in these verses?

WhydoesG2 R g yi 2dzNJ ao62Fadé¢ (42 0SS Ay KAYK

Jeremiah 31:31 -34 (Hebrews 8:11)

1

=a =4 =4

God promised that a New Covenant would come with an identifying characteristic that his people would
know him intimately because they had chosen to be in relationship with him

CKAA R2¥SSIYWQ GKFG 68 R2y QG ySSR (2 6S GFdAKG
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God wants us to go beyond just following rules and being religious

He wants us to be in relationship with him and his people

2 Kg R2 @&2dz GKAY]l (GKA&a Aa I RS&aANB 2F D2RQaK

How Can We Know God?

Through His Word
Matthew 4:4

f
f

We can know God through his word by completely relying on it as a the source of our thoughts, beliefs,
actions, and direction in life

What are some of the things in our world that compete for our attention as the source of our thoughts,
beliefs, actions, and direction in life?

Romans 16:25 -26

E R

We can come to an intimate knowledge of God through his word which enables us to obey him
How does obeying God help us to grow in our intimate knowledge of him?
Why is it important that our relationship with God is the source of our obedience?

2 KIF(id R2 @&2dz KAyl GKS F2fft2¢6Ay3a aSyiSyoOo8& yvYSlyay

We want to move past just obeying God without knowing why or without knowing him; that is religion
God want us to have a relationship with him and his people not religion

Through Jesus
John 10:2 -5, 14

|l

If a stranger walked in and claimed to be your best friend and gave the name of your best friend as his
own name, you would know better because you know your friend
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9 If astranger walked in and introduced himself but used some other fake name that you had never heard,
GKSYy @2dz LINPol of 8T IR RY QdiS Qly®@®S (&KBdzRRZFY QG (G KI
M Inthe same way, we should know Jesus so well that we immediately know his voice whether it comes
through his word, the godly advice of another person, or anything else; we should also know when hear
things that claim to be from Jesus but are not

John 14:7
M1 Aswe come to know Jesus through our relationship with him, we will also know the Father
M What are some of the things that we learn about the Father by looking carefully at the life and ministry of
Jesus?

Things t o Ponder

9 What are some of the things you have learned about your relationship with God through his word
already?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?

22

ax



Knowing God: Knowing His People

We have already looked at the important concept of knowing God and having a relationship with him

through his word. But there are other important ways that we develop our relationship with God like

prayer. Beyond that, we must understand that it is popular in the religious world today to make a
RAAGAYOGA2Y 0SG6SSYy KI@GAYy3 | NBfFGA2YAaKALl ¢6AGK D2R
however, no such distinction in the Scriptures themselves. We grow in our relationship with God as we

learn that God manifests himself in relationship with us most directly through not just his word and

prayer but also the family of God.

Through Prayer
Philippians 4.6 -7

=A =4 =4 -4 A

What sorts of things can we take to God in prayer?

How can we get to know God better through prayer?

As we pray we will get to know God better and he will reveal himself and his nature to us

We should not be discouraged that this is a process that takes time, just like any relationship

We can know God immediately as our Father but it does take time to truly know him and be known at the
deepest intimate levels

Matthew 6:9 -13

il
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il

What are the things that we can learn about our relationship with God by praying like this (Jesus did not
mean for us to just recite this prayer word-for-word but to pray in this manner)
Our relationship with God as our Father (v. 9)
How holy he is and how much we should appreciate and revere that (v. 9)
To value his kingship and desire to know and carry out his will rather than our own (v. 10)
That we need to rely on him for our daily needs (v. 11)
That we need to become like him and take on his nature and character in every part of our lives
(v.12)
9 That we need to rely on him to keep us secure in the life of Christ (v. 13)
When we get to know God on all of those levels then we can truly have a deep relationship with him
2 KSy 6S 4+t1 6AGK D2R FYR NBYFAY Ay [/ KNRAaAGQa tAFS |
whatever we ask will be given to us because our will is in lock-step with his will
Do you feel that there are still areas in whichGodQa A f f | yR @2dz2NJ gAff | NB O2VYLX
those areas?
Beinginlock-a G4 SLJ 6 AGK D2RQ& 6Afft Aa (2 KIGS (GNHzS NBtIl GA2Yy.
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Through His People
1 John 4:20 -21

f
f

What does this passage tell us about the connection between our relationship with God and our
relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ?

Why do you think that God feels so strongly about the way we treat our fellow Christians that he lays out
such an inseparable connection between the way we feel about them and the way we feel about him?

John 21:15 -17

1
1

Why does Jesus call on Peter to feed, love, and care for his people?
| 2¢6 R2Sa KI@Ay3 I NBfFIA2yaKALI ¢AGK D2RQ&a LIS2LIX S
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M  When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus indicated that it was loving God but immediately
connected that to the second greatest which is to love one another. Why does God demand that we love
others to show that we truly love him?

Matthew 25:34 -46
M Beingin a restored relationship with God means that what is true for God is true of his people
1 We love God mostly clearly by the way we love other Christians and we will most tangibly experience
D2RQa f2@0S (KNRBdAK (KS t20S 2F 20KSNJ/KNRAGAIyaA
I Why isit so vital to understand that our relationship with God is the clearest indicator of our relationship
with the Father?

Colossians 1:24 -29

9 Paul says that we complete the afflictions of Christ by laying down our lives for othersT in that way others
can truly encounter the sacrifice of Christ as they experience the tangible act of our sacrifices for them for
the sake of Christ

9 LY 20KSNJ g2NRax +ta ¢S @& R26y 2dz2NJ t A0Sa FT2N) 2yS |y
manifestation of our love for him, others will feel and experience the love of God

9 What are some ways that you can lay down your life for others right now and help them experience the
love of God?

By Stepping out in Faith

M One way that we can truly know God that is often overlooked is to experience him directly by trusting
him. Great athletes come to be known as great because someone trusted them to perform and they have
come through time and time again. This develops trust and the knowledge that they can be relied on
again in the future. In the same way, we can get to know God at a certain level only when we step out in
faith and give him the opportunity to provide for us and show himself to be faithful
When we see God work in answer to our faith we learn to trust him and know him intimately
The Bible is full of example of people stepping out in faith in response to God and learning to know God
Take time this week to study out these examples of this principle:
Genesis 22:10
Exodus 18:10-11
1Kings 17:7-24
2 Kings 5:1-15
Acts 12:5-11
Romans 4:17-21
2 Timothy 1:12

= =4 =
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Things to Ponder
T Why does God absolutely demand that we must love his family if we are going to claim to have love for
him?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
1 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Talking With God

One of the most important aspects of a relationship with anyone is communication. It is no different in
our relationship with God. Speaking with God, prayer, is vital to both our spiritual growth and our
ongoing depth and understanding of our relationship with God.

The Importance of Prayer
Mark 1:35

M Jesus was extremely busy but even he found time to pray because he knew he needed it to strengthen his
flesh (Luke 6:12; Hebrews 5:7)

M He consistently found times and places that were free from distraction and focused on his time with the
Father

9 Do you find prayer to be an important daily activity?

9 What are some of the things that could potentially hinder you from consistent prayer?

Psalm 63:1

9 Do you have this kind of earnestness for your time to speak with God each day?
M Do you truly rely on him through prayer?

We Need to Learn
Luke 11:1 -13
1 WS a dza Q hdd fodeQahughdfmSch about prayer
I Learning to pray is a process
M What important truths about prayer and how to go about it do we learn from this passage?
M What are some ways that you could go about learning to pray effectively and consistently?

Matthew 6: 8

M One extremely important element of learning to pray is knowing why we pray

M  Why pray if our Father already knows what we need?

M Think of a parent and a child

M Would you give a child absolutely everything that they want before they even ask?
§ . 2dz ¢ 2 dzbuseyhenitheyowBuld never learn gratitude for you meeting their

needs after asking
They would never learn recognition of the parent as their provider
They would never learn to appropriately rely on their parents
They would never learn the boundaries of what they should and should not ask for
They would never learn to not be selfish as they see how much they actually ask for
things and the cost of meeting those needs
9 They would never have the opportunity to learn what they can do on their own without

needing the parent to do it for them

=A =4 =4 =N

Luke 18:9-14

What attitude does God want us to learn to have as we pray?

What happens to those who exalt themselves?

What happens to those who humble themselves?

What does this teach us about prayer?

Which of these two examples are closer to the way you approach prayer?

=A =4 =4 -4 -9
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1 Corinthians 14:15
I  What are two things that we are called to pray with?
I What does it mean to pray with our spirit?
M What does it mean to pray with our mind?

Things to Ponder
M  What do you like the most about prayer?
9 Isthere anything about prayer or praying consistently that is a struggle for you?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

f
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these

Scriptures?
What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?

26



Talking With God, part 2

One of the most important aspects of a relationship with anyone is communication. It is no different in

our relationship with God. Speaking with God, prayer, is vital to both our spiritual growth and our

2y3d2Ay3 RSLIK YR dzyRSNEGIYRAY3I 2F 2dzNJ NBfF A2y aKAI
we face in being faithful and consistent in our prayers as well as some specific biblical teaching on how to

pray.

Obstacles to Prayer
1 Peter 4:7

M What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?
I What can you do to overcome a lack of alertness or concentration when you pray?

Psalm 66:18
9 What potential obstacle to prayer is described here? How do you think this can hinder our prayers?
I What can we do to overcome cherishing sin in our heart?

Mark 11:24
M What potential obstacle to prayer is alluded to here?
M What can be done to overcome a lack of faith?

Mark 11:25
M What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?
M How can a lack of forgiveness for others hinder our prayers?

1 Peter 3:7
M  What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?
M How do you think that unresolved sin and problems within a marriage (or close relationship) can hinder
our prayer?

Luke 18:1 -8
I  What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?
M How can a lack of faith and/or perseverance be a hindrance to prayer? What can we do about it?

1 John 5:14
I What potential obstacle to prayer is described here?
¢ 126 OFYy LIN}eAy3a O2yiGNINEB (2 D2RQ&a gAff 0S &adzOK | LI

What God Wants

Philippians 4:6 -7
What can we pray about?
M God wants us to cast our anxieties and worries upon him (1 Peter 5:7). What does this mean for you?
I  What anxieties and worries do you need to turn over to God?

1 Thessalonians 5:17 -18
9 2KFEd R2 @2dz GKAY1l Al YSIya G2 LINIe& O2ydAydzZ tte 2N 4
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M  Why does God want us to give thanks to him in all circumstances?

Psalm 5:3
M Whyisitagoodidea to pray in the morning (not that this is the only time we can pray)?
T  Why isitimportant to have a specific time of prayer each day (Matthew 6:11)

Practical Points for Praying
Matthew 6:9 -13
 Whatiscommonlycaf £t SR G KS [ 2NRQ&a LN} &@SNJ ¢l & 3IABSYy o6& wSadza
necessarily just be blindly repeated over and over again but it was a model for them how to pray
9 ahdzNJ CFGKSNJ AYy KSI @Sys &2dzNJ yIYS K2y2NBR Fa K2¢
M Praise and Honor:
U Jesus opened the model prayer by recognizing the greatness of God as our
Father and praising him
U When we pray we can spend a few minutes at the beginning showing our
gratitude for all that God has done and praising him for his greatness
U What are some of the things that you can praise God and thank him for?
9 &, 2dzNJ 1Ay3aR2Y 0O02YSz: @2dz gAft 6S R2yS 2y SIFNIK
1 Kingdom Living
U For us, the kingdom has come in many ways, although we still wait its final
consummation, thus we can pray that it continues to come and that more and
Y2NB LIS2L)X S g2dd R adzoYAd G2 GKS NBAIYy |
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U We want to make a list of the people, things, and events that we would like to
prayforregull N @ 2dzad a2 GKFIG 6S R2y QG FT2NBSI
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will encourage you as go along in your kingdom living
0 tNIF8SNJ A& 6KSy 4SS IftA3dy 2dzNBSt @S& 6AGK D
work of expanding his kingdom more and more
U What are some of the areas about which you most need to pray to bring your
2oy oAftft Ayid2 FtAIYyYSyld 6AGK D2RQa 1AYy3R
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M Needs
U We are told that we can take everything to God as our Father; this is the time
to do that
U We should be certain, however, that we are praying for things in such a way so
Fa G2 FtA3dy 6AGK D2RQa gAff FyR y2i I aj
U We can also ask that God provide for others whether it be through us or
various other methods
U What are some of the things that are most on your heart to pray about for the
needs of others?
U What is one or two things that you most need to pray about for yourself?
§ GC2NBAQPS dza 2dzNJ RSodGax +ta ¢S faz2z KF@S FT2NHAOQSY
9 Confession and Forgiveness
U Itisimportant to confess our sin to God and seek to remain in his forgiveness in
Christ
U Thisisalso a good time to ask God to show us if we need to confess to others,
ask their forgiveness, or make amends for something that we have done
U We should continue to pray that God continues to help us grow in our mercy,
patience and forgiveness of others
U What areas of confession and needed reconciliation with others do you need to
pray about?
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9 Deliverance and Purity
U Ask God to keep us from harm and temptation
U  We should know that God will keep us from much temptation but that he will
allow us to go through other times of testing
U When that happens we should ask that he deliver us, show us how to remain in
him, and remain faithful to his will
U Are there any areas of temptation that you need to pray about?

Things to Ponder
9 Inwhat areas of prayer do you feel that you have the most to learn?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Being Family

In 1 Corinthians 5:15 we are told that one of the primary reasons that Jesus died on the Cross for his

people was so that we could be part of a community of people that no longer live for themselves but for

one another. To do so takes a radical change of mind and of way of life (Romans 12:1-2) to which you

have already committed yourself. It means becoming part of a people who live not for our own selfish

interests but for the interests of our new family in Christ (Philippians 2:1-5). This is not an automatic

process, however. It takes constant thought and study so that we can re-train ourselves out of selfish

mindsets, individual personal spiritual mindsets, or even religious traditional mindsets. Church is not a
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to live a different way from the world around us. This study will look at some of the key aspects of being
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Living Like Fam ily
Acts 2:42 -27
9 Thisis not a picture of a typical religious group in the first century; this was a group that was living like a
family did with one another
9 What important elements do you see being embraced by this community that we can apply to our own
time? Can you find at least five?

Family Identity
Luke 14:25 -27
9 LY OSNIIAy O2yiSE(las adzOK & GKA& 2yS3s at20S¢ FyR a
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9 Thus, Jesus was saying that we must reject all the things of the world whether they be family, wealth,
worldly inheritance, or even our own merits as markers of our relationship with God
The family of God found in Christ is the marker of oursLJA NR (i dz- £ A RSy GAGe FyR adl Gdza
¢CKAAd YStya GKIFIG 6S FAYR 2dzNJ 4SOdzNAGEes O2YF2NIL X ARSY
family and nothing else
9 Isthisstill a challenge for you or something that find exciting and encouraging?

= =

Loving Like Family
John 13:34 -35
9 Jesus calls his people to love (which according to 1 John 3:16 means that we lay our lives down for one
another) each other
CKAAd gAff 0SS GKS YIN] 2F 6K2 WSadzaQ GNHZS FlLYAfe Aa
In what ways can you love other disciples right now?

f
1

Caring for One Another
Acts 4:34

9 Families in New Testament times expected to care for another by sharing possessions with each other as

each had need
f ¢KA& A& GKS ¢4l e GKIFIG GKS SINXe OKdzZNOK f A @SR I-)/If{ A
another
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James 2:15 -17

¢ 2KIFId R2S&a WHYSa aleée Foz2dzi 2yS 6K2 OFffa 2GKSNJ/ KNX &
their physical and material needs?

9 Of course, this should be a relationship of mutual love and those who attempt to manipulate or abuse the
situation should be lovingly dealt with (see 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)

9 Does this still seem challenging for you? Why?

Making Decisions as Family
Philippians 1:23 -26
9  Paul was torn between what he wanted to do for his own benefit and what would benefit the Christian
family
He made his decision based on what was best for the entire family
When we truly embrace that God has given us a new family and that we belong to one another (Romans
12:5) we will desire to make decisions based on the benefit of the whole family Y R D2 RQ& A f f 6 Wl
4:13-17) and not just what seems best for us
M What does this mean practically as it applies to you?

il
f

Things to Ponder
9 What are some of the big differences as it plays out in our attitudes and daily living of living as members
of a mutual family as opposed to Christianity being a mere personal spiritual experience that often
appeals to our own selfish natures?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
M Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Loyal to One Another

Jesus came to create a family that would enter into his life and become transformed into his image
(Romans 8:28-29). Christianity is not a solo sport but is, rather, a team sport. We are called to live
together as a loving family that demonstrates to the world, as best we can in this present age, what it will

f221 tA1S G2 tA@GS Ay GKS F3S G2 O02YS FyR (2 tA0S o

the one another relationships that we seek to develop.

The Nature of Our Relationships

John 13:34 -35
g 'a YSYOSNBR 2F D2RQa FlLYAfeé 6S INB OFftftSR G2 f
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M Why is this such an important passage for a Christian community to constantly remind ourselves of?

Romans 12:1 -16
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M Why do you think that Paul connects being a living sacrifice with the concept of belonging to one another
and being devoted to one another?
M What do you think that Paul meant by saying that we belong to one another?

Galatians 5:13 -15
M  What type of behavior are we called to here rather than indulging our own selfish interests?
9 2SS R2y Qi KI@S (G2 62NNEB | 02 dzliovdoneardayffed K 2 F NIMzf S &
M  Why is the simple call to love one another more demanding than following a bunch of religious rules?

1 Corinthians 12:25 -26

M Atrue family is connected and shares both honor and identity with one another

1 What we do within the body, even if that includes not coming to a gathering, effects everyone else in the
body
What sort of characteristics and values must we have in ourselves in order to embrace this kind of life?
What sort of characteristics and values must we rid ourselves of so as to not stand in the way of living like
this?

f
f

Our Debtto One Another

Romans 13:8
M What debt do we have in our relationships with one another?
I To whom do we owe this debt? Who is the recipient of our paying off this debt?
1 How do we fulfill the law of Christ?

Romans 14:13 -19

2NJ I
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M Freedom in Christ means that we are free from the power of sin but it also means that we are free to
work out with God what it means to love him and love others on an ongoing basis

1 If our freedoms should come in conflict with the sincere convictions of another brother or sister, which
one should take priority?

M Why do you think that God values unity within our relationships above personal freedom?
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Romans 15:1 -7
9 All of our relationships with each other should be with the best interest of one another in mind
9 Even the words we speak to one another should be measured carefully to ensure that they are with the
interests of one another placed in the highest priority and to build one another up into Christ (Ephesians
4:29)
¢ 2KSY 2dzNJ aNRAIKG&¢ OflFakK ¢gA0GK GKS 060Sad AydiSNXBaida 27
response? What is more important: to love others or protect our individual rights and interests?

Hebrews 3:12 -14
9 What responsibility do we bear towards one another according to this passage?
I  What are some practical ways that we can do this as brothers and sisters in Christ?

Hebrews 10:22 -25
9 This passage calls us to draw near to God and to hold to our faith unswervingly
M Itimmediately goes into practical ways of how to do that
M What are we called to do in order to continue to draw near to God and hold firmly to the hope that we
profess?
1  Why do you think that it is important to not give up meeting together?

Things to Ponder
9  What are some of the big differences as it plays out in our attitudes and daily living of living as members
of a mutual family as opposed to Christianity being a mere personal spiritual experience that often
appeals to our own selfish natures?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Bearing With One Another

A very dangerous problem that seeps into the hearts of many Christians, especially young Christians is the

idea that they should always be treated perfectly within the church. We tend to look at the ideal life of

I KNRAR&G (2 6KAOK ¢S NS OFffSR YR GKAYy]l dGKFG ¢S
way of thinking, though. We must pay careful attention to the Scriptural calls to bear with one another
through hurts and disappointments because they are promises that we will fail one another. Knowing this

helps to defend our hearts against disillusionment which is one of the most powerful and dangerous

human emotions.

Every Good Thing
Philemon 1:6
 How do we understand every good thing that we have in the life of Christ?
9 Why do you think this would be true?
9 Does this mean that everything that we experience within the body of Christ will be pleasant at the time?

Bearing With One Another
Ephesians 4:2 -3; 16

M Although we will be like Christ one day, what we will be has not been made entirely known yet and we are
still in the process of being transformed (1 John 3:2)

M This means that as imperfect, albeit well-meaning people, we will sin against one another, hurt one
another, and disappoint one anothert in fact passages like these practically promise that we will be hurt
and let down

M What should our response be at those times?

Colossians 3:12 -14

9 Thereis an assumption here, and a reality, that we will have opportunities to have grievances towards
one another

9 Ourgoalis to be prepared to forgive, love and live in peace with one another as much as is within our
control (Hebrews 12:14-15)
I  Whyisit so hard for us to forgive when others let us down?

1 Peter 2:19 -24

M How does this passage help direct our thoughts and attitudes during times when we feel that we have
been mistreated, ignored, or let down?

Matthew 7:3 -5
¢ WSadza (Sftfa dza GKIG ¢S cuisidashigR 4SS 20KSNRA ary | &
9 Isthat the way that we usually do it?
9 How would it change things if we truly approached perceived hurts and wrongs at the hands of others as
little things and saw our own sin as big and needing to be dealt with swiftly?

Ephesians 3:10
¢ TheOKdzNOKXZ ¢gAGK |ff 2F AGa Ffléa yR YAaildl{1Sazs Aa
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with people that treat them perfectly
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D2RQ& 6 Aa&R2Y inpétfectipboplabyar witliKoSeyanother and remain loyal to one another
because of our love for God

1 Timothy 3:15

|l
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There is much about the church and our family in Christ that we will love and cherish but there will also be
tough timeT there will be times when we have to work against our emotions and put down our desire to
be treated justly and seek unity and love rather than justice

What is another term used here for the church?

What do you think it means that the church is referred to as the pillar and foundation of truth?

Why is it important to remember that?

1 Peter 4:9 -10

|l
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We should constantly look for ways to be hospitable towards one another, to give to one another, and to

use our gifts to build one another up

When we use our gifts what does that enable God to pass through us to others?

LT 6S R2 y20 dzaS (GKS 3IAFia GKIFIG D2R KlFa 3IAGSY dza
the body

Things to Ponder

1

It is well known that Americans are raised to be consumers and have things just the way that we want.
How does this deeply embedded ethos work against us in being the type of people that we are called to
be as a biblical church?
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Radical Forgiveness

Genuine forgiveness is one of the most difficult things for a human being to do. Yet it is an absolutely vital
aspect of life for those in Christ. Forgiveness is not only necessary for the Christian community to function
as God intends and for us to remain unified in Christ, it is also indispensible because it is one of those
things that God says determines how he will act towards us. If we refuse to forgive others then God will
show us that same treatment. Forgiveness, then, is not only something that we should understand well
but something that we should embrace wholeheartedly and live out lavishly.

A God of Forgiveness
2 Chronicles 7:14
M God has always set an example of forgiveness
M Forgiveness is important because God forgives and calls his people to be likewise forgiving

Micah 7:18
M What does this passage tell us about the nature of God?

Why We Forgive

Matthew 18:21 -35

What important principle about forgiveness and mercy does this parable teach us?

What is most difficult for you about forgiving others?

How many times are we to forgive others?

Why do you think Jesus used such an incredible number?

It is important to remember that the sins that others perpetrate against us, could never match up to the
severity of our debts and sin against God

What stunning principle does Jesus lay out in verse 357

Does it seem that God might take the importance of us forgiving others more seriously than we often do?
Why do you think God takes so seriously the concept of us forgiving others?

= =4 =4 -4 A
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Matthew 6:14 -15
9 Do you think that Jesus really meant this?
9  What are the implications of this passage when it comes to our forgiveness of others?

Mark 11:25 -26
M What does Jesus say to do if we need to forgive others?
1 Why would forgiveness take precedence over the act of praying in a situation like this?
¢ 2S F2NHAQOS 20KSNAR a2 (dKIFG GKS NBFfAGe 2F adSLIAyYy3A A
prayer is not interrupted
¢ LT 6S INB y2i tAGAy3a | ftAFS 2F FT2NHAQPGSySaa (GKSy ¢S
What are some of the things that stand in the way of you radically forgiving others?
Colossians 3:12 -14
1 We forgive because it is part of the life of Christ that we have put on when we died to self
I We have a portion of that life because Christ forgave us
f Refusingtoforgiveotherd RSY2yaidN} dSa GKIFIG ¢S KI @SyQid NBlItfe Syl
and fully understood what God has done for us
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M It demands that we deal with the depths of our hurt and bitterness and keep working towards
true forgiveness from the heart

Things to Ponder
¢ {LSYR a2YS Y2NB GAYS (NdHzZ & O2yiSYLX FGAYy3d GKS
forgiveness for others
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Actively Forgiving

Genuine forgiveness is not just a concept to be understood but something that we need to actively doin a

OAOEAOFE YIFYYSNE Y2(0AJI Ghspevidusstudy ok&d &t o et tlo@fsry S a a

forgiveness. This study will look into the actual process of forgiving and letting go of the bitterness that
actually accompanies it.

ItIsUp To Us
Matthew 18:15 -17

f
f

f
f
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This passage is directly addressed to situations in which we are personally sinned against

First, we are to talk to the other person, which often times means putting their interests ahead of our
own because confronting someone can be extremely uncomfortable

This should always be done with an attitude of love

If the person does not listen, sit down in love with others, again for the benefit of helping the one who has
sinned

If they still do not repent then the matter should be brought before the church

At each step the willingness to put their interests first, find reconciliation, and offer genuine forgiveness
are to have priority

Ephesians 4:31 -32; Luke 17:3 -4

il

What does it mean that we are told to get rid of anger, rage, and bitterness?
9 We have responsibility in this
9 One of the ways that we really let go of bitterness towards others is to understand that the
RSLIGK 2F D2RQa FT2NHAGSySaa 7T2NJ dza
We can only truly forgive those who repent or acknowledge their guilt because forgiveness is the act of
releasing a repentant person from the guilt and punishment of their offense (this is true for both God and
us)

9 LT a42YS2yS R2SayQil NBLISyidsx 4SS OFlyy2i G§SOKyAOl

get to hang onto anger and bitterness
M We are still called to release that and wait for the time when they do repent so that we can
forgive them
LG Aa AYLRNIFyG G2 y23S GKIFIG FT2NBAGSySaa R2S
GKS O02yaSlidzsSy0Sa 2F GKSANI aAxy odzi Al YSlFya i
behavior of which they have repented
9 For Example: If someone steals money in a situation where they were trusted but then genuinely
repents from that sin, they can and should be forgiven and no longer be judged or looked down
upon for their past action or treated as an offender. They might, however, need to serve a
punishment such as jail time and should do so without fighting the consequences of their crime.
They also should probably not be put in a similar position of trust and access to money for a long
time to protect them from temptation. There is no simple answer as to how long such a period
of time should last but love and wise discernment should be applied.

Matthew 26:27 -28

1  When we forgive others we announce to the world the ministry of reconciliation and forgiveness that God

has made available to everyone

Mark 2:5 -7
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Only God can forgive sins

2S R2y Qi F2NHAQGS &dAya 0SOlFdzaS aAya FNB dzZ GAYF(GST

We forgive the wrong that has been done to us
What we do is to offer forgiveness for the hurts done to us; this points to, and is a picture of, the ultimate
forgiveness for sin that we have in Christ

Forgiveness in Action
2 Corinthians 2.5 -11

e

9 Paul gives a wonderful demonstration of the attitude of forgiveness in action

§  He had been wronged but is far more concerned with the goodofthe/ 2 NAY G KAl yQa O2YYdzy Al @
the offender against him came and with the offender himself

¢ b2GAOS GKIG tlrdzxZ KFIR SYONr OSR I KSIENIL 2F FT2NHAGSYyS3
to forgive
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Acts 9:26 -28

9 Less than three years before this Paul had been a persecutor of the church and had Stephen, a beloved
brother in this church, killed before their very eyes

9 Despite all of that, the Jerusalem church quickly forgave and accepted Paul, allowing him to move around
among them as one of them

f ¢CKA&A A& | LAOGAINBE 2F D2RQa (2@0Ay3 yR FT2NHAGAY I Tl VY

M What would it take for you to be willing to embrace that kind of radical forgiveness?

Things to Ponder

M What about forgiveness of others do you think is the most challenging element for you?

1 How can you go about turning that potential weakness into a strength?

9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Friendships in the Body

We are truly baptized into the body of Christ and called to be family with our brothers and sisters in Christ

but one of the most important aspects to that that can often be overlooked is the importance of being

friends. Yes, we worship together, serve together, gf 2 NA ¥& D2R (23SGKSNE |yR RSY2
to the world through the church but we must also learn that our brothers and sisters in Christ need to be

our best friends and most important relationships that we can ever have. It is they that will help us to

become more like Christ and stay faithful until the resurrection.

The Foundation of Our Friendships
Philippians 2:1 -4

9 What is the foundation and source of the relationships between members of the body of Christ?

9  Why isitimportant to realize that our friendships, our relationships, and the way we deal with one

another all radiates from our connection with Jesus?

M What sorts of things do people in the world typically base friendships on?

f Common interests

9 a/fAO 1AY3E HAGK 2yS Fy2GKSNJ
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1 Whatelse?
What should our friendships within the kingdom of God be based on?
¢tKAada R2SayQid YSIty GKIFIG 6S OFlyy2i tA1S 2yS y20iKSNJ 2
reminding ourselves that friendships within the body of Christ are not based on worldly things and so will
eventually be deeper but will also take more effort, care, and patience than friendships in the world which
tend to come easy because we choose the people we want to befriend and stay away from the rest
M The reality is that, at times, we will find people outside of the church that seem easier to befriend (and as

long as we remain focused on bringing all people into reconciliation with Godt 2 Corinthians 5:14-21t

then it is fine to have non-Christian friends)

M1 We must, however, remember that those in Christ should receive the best of our time, our
loyalty, and our heart

=a =4

Galatians 6:10
I  What is the important principle that is given in this verse?
M What are the practical implications of this principle if we apply it to making and maintaining relationships
and friendships within the body of Christ?

Romans 12:5 -10
I  What does Paul say our relationship to one another is here?
I How is that radically different from the way that most people view relationships within a church or even
most of their close friendships?
T 2KFd R2Sa AlG YSIy G2 408 RSP2GSR G2 2y8 Fy20KSNI AY
I Whyisitimportant to note that this is worded as a command?
Hebrews 3:12 -14
1  We certainly can and should have great fun and build great memories together but what elements of our

relationships in Christ do we find here; elements that are usually not found in normal friendships?
I How can this actually help deepen a friendship in the long run?
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1 Peter 4:8 -10
M  What s the result of loving one another deeply?
9 Biblically, hospitality referred to sharing everything you had with someone and welcoming them into your
home, your life, etc.
M Why are we called to offer hospitality to one another without grumbling?
¢ LT 6S YAYA&AGSNI D2RQa 3IANF OS G2 2 feBwiteguRliiek Shitl &
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1 Corinthians 15:33
9 Thisimportant principle is actually referring primarily here to being around and listening to false teaching
and doctrines but it is certainly true of all areas?

g LA GKSNB lye daolR O2YLIyeé¢ GKIFIG @2dz FNB GSYLIWSR
¢ WSadza aLISyid fFNBS FYy2dzyida 2F GAYS 6A0GK GaAAYYSNAE
and love the lost the way that Jesus did and still wisely apply this principle into our lives?
1 We must never overlook the fact that what is true for us is especially true for our children
9 If our best friendships and the best of our time need to be with believers then that is doubly true
of our kids
9 This will often take more effort and sacrifice to make sure that their best friends are in the
church but take some time to ask older Christians with older kids if it is time well spent

1 Corinthians 11:1
9 What should be the primary goal of our relationships within the body of Christ?
9 This must always be the ultimate focus and end of our relationships even as we have fun together and
share great time and great memoriesT have fun but let it always be focused on becoming more like Christ

Things to Ponder
M Why do you think it is so important to choose to have your strongest relationships be within the body of
Christ?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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One curious aspect of Christians is that we tend to be people who will do things on a consistent basis
gAGK2dzi SOSNJI NBlIffe dzyRSNaRGFYRAY3I gKé ¢S R2 (GKSYO®
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In one aspect, these studies are aimed at helping us understand why we do what we do. This study in

particular is aimed at helping us to understand the meaning behind the weekly taking of communion (the

[ 2NRQa& { dzLJLISND @

Communion
Exodus 12:1 -16; Matthew 26:26 -29
9 tFaaz2gSNI gl a I YSIE 2F O2YYSY2NI GA2y F2NJ D2RQa LIS2L

done in freeing them from slavery and creating them as his people
M Passover was a meal that was to primarily be eaten and celebrated in families
9 Jesus called together his disciples to eat this meal with them to show them that they were his true family,
the family of God
M He made some vital changes to the meal to demonstrate for them that Jesus was the true fulfillment of
Passover; Passover was merely a shadow and a pointer to the true Passover lamb, Jesus the Messiah
¢ ¢KS [2NRQa {dzLJJISNJ GKSyYy gl asx 2dzad Fra tlFaaz2gSNI gl as
done through Jesus to free them from the slavery of sin and create them as his family
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1 Corinthians 10:16 -17
9 Partaking in communion is a participation in the sacrifice that Christ made to create us as one body
9 Taking communion together proclaims that we are one body, one family, taking this meal of participation
together
9 Itis a meal that the family of God takes together to remember and thank God for what he has done to
free us from the slavery of sin and create us as his family
¢ 'fiK2dza3K tF3a2@8SNJ YR GKS [ 2NRQ& {dzLJLISNJ g6SNB Gt 1Sy
must be taken this way
M Asmall amount to represent the action of a meal is fully appropriate as the important part is the
meaning of the meal and not the amount of the meal

1 Corinthians 11:18 -34
M The Corinthian church was taking communion whenever they came together as the central element of
GKSANI I GKSNRAYy3Ia 2y GKS [2NRQa 5@ o!00Ga wnvYTo
9 Paul, however, had harsh criticism for them because the rich among them were bringing their own bread
and drink and partaking in it quickly, not waiting for the poorer members who worked long days and were
late arriving, nor sharing with those who did not have their own supplies
M He makes it clear that they were to take this as a meal that demonstrated their unity in Christ
M Not considering one another meant that they were not really considering what this meal was all
about at all
¢tKSe ¢gSNB LINBGSYRAY3a (2 06S D2RQa FlYAfe& odzi yz2i
They were taking communion without really discerning what it meant to be the body of Christ
and were thus taking on themselves the judgment of hypocrisy

f
f
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LI NI 2 F DRri Befating That trudy thidugh this action, or if we have just been play-acting and
taking the body of Christ lightly

Things to Ponder
M Inyour own words, why do we take communion together, what does it mean, and why is it so important?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
9 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Contributing to the Community

One curious aspect of Christians is that we tend to be people who will do things on a consistent basis

without ever really understanding why we do them. Thall Q& y 20 6KI G D2R 6l yia dza
AO0SYINA2 F2NJ dzA Ay 2NRSNJ G2 NBYIAY TFIAGKTdAZ Ay (GKS
In one aspect, these studies are aimed at helping us understand why we do what we do. This study in

particular is aimed at helping us to understand another important element of our weekly worship and the

life of the community: contributing financially to the common fund of the church family.

Contribution to the Common Fund
Matthew 6:21, 24, 33

f
f
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What is significant about the fact that Jesus says that our hearts will follow wherever we put our
treasure?

Why do you think that it is impossible to serve both God and money, wealth, and possessions (which is
the full meaning of the word that is oftentransl- 1 SR & 2dzA G aYz2ySeé oK
What does it mean to seek first the kingdom as it relates to the topic of finances and possessions?

Proverbs 3:9

f
f
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Are you honoring God with your wealth?
Do you give him the firstfruits or the leftovers?
This calls for us to be responsible in our giving
If we are gone, the needs of the church still exist
M Make plans to contribute even if you are gone for a week

1 Corinthians 16:1 -2

f
f
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But how much should each person give?

2 Corinthians 9:6 -8
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According to this passage, how much are we to contribute to the needs of the church? What is our
standard?
Many Christians just assume that we are required to give a tenth (a tithe) but that was an Old Testament
standard
The standard of giving here is not what you have decided in your heart
The standard is to give generously, even sacrificially (2 Corinthians 8:1-2,)and then to do that willingly and
with a glad heart

M We should not give under compulsion or pressure

§ . dzli 7% ot gHifg@ NA clear sign of a problem in our heart that needs to be worked out

with God

2 Corinthians 8:1 -15

il

Regular collections to meet the needs of the church are appropriate but so are special collections to assist
with the special needs of brothers in sisters in spreading the gospel around the world and assisting those
in less fortunate situations to meet the needs within their church family

Planning ahead for this is wise
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for everyone) rather than surplus and lack

1 Timothy 6:5

-10; 17

M  What important warnings are we given here?

Things to Ponder
M What is the connection between the importance we place in the kingdom of God in our lives and the way
that we sacrifice financially for the sake of the body?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

1
1
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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A Lifestyle of Learning

In Matthew 28, Jesus called his disciples to not only go and make disciples but he also commanded them

to an ongoing lifestyle of discipleship, which involved both continual learning from and teaching of one

another. The Bible offers no specific, detailed plan of how to go about that but simply urges us within our

own churches, cultures, and situations to be committed to some form of ongoing discipling or mentoring
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ongoing learning.

Sources of Learning
Hebrews 3:12 -13; 2 Timothy 2:2; Colossians 3:16

9 What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages?
M What are different ways that we can learn from one another?
M Asyoung Christians a discipling relationship will most likely take on the form of a mentor and mentee
relationship
M Asyou mature in the faith, discipling relationships take on more of a mutual learning form
M What are your feelings about the process of continually learning from others and preparing to teach and
mentor others as you mature in your faith and understanding?
9 What are some of the benefits of constantly learning from one another within the body of Christ?
9 What are some of the personal challenges to continue a lifestyle of learning?
Hebrews 4:12; 2 timothy 3:16
M What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages?
M What are some of the different ways that we can learn from the Bible and grow in our understanding of
it?
9 Read 1 Timothy 2:15. What is the important warning here for us as we seek to study and learn from the
Bible?
9 What role does other Christians help play in us learning to correctly handle the word of God

Titus 2:11 -12
9  What is the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in this passage?
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the lives of believers
9 Learning to be led by the Spirit is such a vital aspect of our Christian life and discipleship that we will
devote an entire study to that later on in this series

Hebrews 5:11 -14; 1 Timothy 4:7; 1 Timothy 6: 11
I  Whatis the source of learning and ongoing discipleship in these passages?
I  What role do we play in our own learning and spiritual growth?
1 Although we have many sources for spiritual growth, the ultimate responsibility lies with us
I  We cannot put the blame on others if we fail to grow spiritually

Things to Ponder
I  What areas of the Christian life, discipleship, and the word of God do you feel that you most need to learn
about and grow in?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
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Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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A Discipling Community
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There are many different ways that we can go about that lifelong learning process in the body of Christ

but one of those important ways that should not be overlooked is the process of being mentored or
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for us to grow spiritually.

The Heart of Being  Discipled
Colossians 1:28 -2:1
¢ ¢KS 321t 2F RAAOALIX AYy3d Aa (2 0S02YS TFdA te& YI GdzNB 064
M There will be times of difficult and disagreement in any relationship but we must remain focused on the
goal and operate from a motivation of genuine love for one another
9 Discipleship is challenging and will never be easy, but it will be rewarding
9 What do you most look forward to learning from other disciples?
M What do you think will be some of the challenges or negative temptations in the process of continuing to
teach and train one another in the life of Christ?

1 Corinthians 11:1

We want to follow the example of those that are showing us practically how to follow the example of
Christ
No person is perfect and so we should only imitate them in the areas that they are following Christ
2 Timothy 2:2 refers to teaching and discipling one another as a process of passing it on from one person
to the next
I  We not only want to imitate those who are imitating Christ but we also want to be learning to set an
example that others can follow
Why is it important that each Christian be committed to imitating and learning from others?
Why is it important that each Christian be committed to being imitate-able and willing to teach others?

f
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Matthew 28:18 -20
9 We must certainly learn the significance of repentance, baptism, and the full process of entering into the
life of Christ, but we must also continue to learn well beyond that
M  What are some of the areas of following Christ and living a consistently godly life that you think you most
need to grow in yet?

Proverbs 10:17
I  What does this verse call us to value?
 What warning does it give us?
I Have you valued a process like mentoring or discipling in your past or have you tended to stay away from
such things?
I  Why is it so important as a follower of Christ?

Proverbs 11:14
I Whyisitimportant to have advisors?
I  Why isitimportant to have many advisors?
1 How often do you seek out advice and ask questions?
M How much of a part does humility play in all of this?
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M What types of things do you think would be profitable to get advice on and learn to approach in a godly
manner?

Proverbs 15:12

9 What motivation does this verse give us to go after discipling in our lives and make sure that we get it
consistently?

A Practical Approach
Hebr ews 10:24 -25; 3:12 -14
M We should try to maintain contact with one another in one form or another on a daily basis
M Why is that important?
M As part of that, we should also have a regular time (even as often as weekly) to meet with a discipling
partner

Things to Ponder
9 What do you think might be the biggest obstacle in your life (time, humility, etc.) in engaging in the
community process of discipling one another?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
M Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Battling Temptation

We will all face temptation on a daily, if not hourly basis. Temptation is inducement to do something
appealing that we know to be wrong or harmful. The reality is that every sin and rebellious action that we
take against God starts with temptation of one sort or another. We are constantly at war with temptation
but to be successful in that battle we must know what we are fighting and where we need to fight it.

The Battleground
Ephesians 6:10 -18

9 We arein a spiritual battle whether we like it or not
1 We will all fight a spiritual battle and we need to know the truth that knowledge and its proper use wins
battles (Hosea 4:6)
f D2R 3IAPSa dza GKS G22fa G2 RSFSHOG {ld4ly odzi GKI
9 Where does Satan most often attack us? In our thinking.
M Thoughts; Ideas; Conclusions, and Suggestions (T.I.C.S.)
9 Every action that you have ever taken is a result of your thoughts
M Actions result from these T.I.C.S.
1  We must know that our spiritual battle will take place in the mind so that we can fight the battle well

¢
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1 Peter 5:8
9 What does this tell us about Satan?
9 Lionstend to hunt by separating one individual from the pack
M The quickest way that Satan will do this is through our thought life

Mind Control
2 Corinthians 11:3

 How was Eve led astray?
9 Every unfortunate or sinful action that we have taken goes back to T.I.C.S. that we acted on
9 Thereis an old but true saying that says:
Sow a thought, reap an action; Sow an action, reap a habit; Sow a habit, reap a character; Sow a
character, and reap a destiny. . . But it all begins with a thought
M What areas of your thought life can be the most difficult or tempting for you:
I Anger over circumstances
i Bitterness towards others
 Lust
 Etc.

Ephesians 4:22 -24
9 Satan deceives us through T.I.C.S.
9 Every sin that we takes has its genesis with wrong thinking about God, about ourselves, and about the
truth of the thing that is tempting us
M To be Christ-like involves controlling our thought life
¢ 2KSY S R2yQiG R2 GKIFIG 6S 06S02YS SySyasSa 2F D2R
9 Jesustells us in Matthew 5 that sins of the heart and mind are just as serious as sins of action
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2 Corinthians 10:4 -5
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What does this passage urge us to do with our thoughts?
We have to measure every thought against the word of God like a ruler
We cannot keep thoughts from coming but we can keep from dwelling on them
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We have to be extremely careful with our thoughts because most of the time they sound rational and
appeal to our emotions
Most of us go to great lengths to protect ourselves from viruses and we lock our doors to protect our
belongings and yet we naively assume that we can expose our minds to anything we desire without
having any negative effects whatsoever on us
M  What sorts of potentially dangerous things do you expose your mind to (TV, movies, music,
friends, books, worldly ways of thinking)?

>
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contain things that expose our minds to ungodly ways of thinking and influence
Taking every thought captive and measuring it can be time consuming but which takes more time:
M To consider every thought and make sure that it is righteous
M Ortoclean up the mess from not controlling our thoughts

Romans 12:2

1

What areas of your thinking do you feel most need to be transformed?

Think on the Right Things
Philippians 4:8

1
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Before we allow ourselves to dwell on any thoughts they should meet the standards of all eight of these

things
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Keeping our minds focused is a full-time and difficult job
Here are seven practical ways to keep our thoughts focused on the right things:
Read the Word
I Our minds will never be more holy than our knowledge of the Scripture will allow
Memorize the Word
Use the Word and obey it
Watch and pray

Substitute evil thoughts for righteous ones

I Romans12:21
Be honest

I Be realistic about your temptations, the truth of them, and the reality of obtaining them
Confess to one another

I James5:16 ¢ Get in the habit of confessing our sinful thoughts and not just our sinful actions

= = = B =

Things to Ponder

|l

What areas of your thought life are the most tempting and challenging for you?

I  Use prayer as an inoculation (before infection) rather than an antibiotic (used after an infection)

9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Transformed by the Spirit

One of the greatest gifts of being immersed into Christ is the promise of receiving the Holy Spirit within
us. That is indeed good news but what does it really mean? How does that help to transform us on a day-
by-day basis and be successful in living the life of Christ? In short, what does it mean to be led by the
Spirit in this new life in Christ? This study will focus on the concept of being led by the Spirit as we seek
after spiritual growth and becoming more like Christ.

The Problem

Isaiah 55:8
9  We do not think like God
9 Our minds, heart, and emotions, if left to themselves, will work and operate according to the pattern of
the world

Jeremiah 17:9
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and most inner part of a person
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M  We cannot trust purely our heart or emotions because they can be deceptive
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Romans 1:18 -32
M What we allow to influence us (where we place our trust/security) determines the consequences of
whether we are led by the Spirit or our flesh
1  When we fail to acknowledge and show appreciation to God and then fail to seek him we enter into a
pattern of distorted thinking that leads us further and further away from God
M  When we are not in Christ we are blinded in our thinking by Satan (2 Corinthians 4:4)

Romans 8:5 -8
M How can we walk according to the Spirit and have our mind set on the things of the Spirit if we do not
have the mind of God and do typically conform to the patterns of the world?
I  What we have our minds set on is important
M If we have our minds set on things of the world such as happiness, comfort, or security we will
not be able to please God or follow the leading of the Spirit
M We must have our minds set on the things of the Spirit and becoming like Christ

The Solution
Ezekiel 36:26 -27
9 This passage is part of a prophecy of the coming of the New Covenant
I What does it promise that God will do for those that are part of his New Covenant?

Psalm 37:4
9  What promise is given here to the one who commits himself to the Lord?
9 People often read this as though it says that God will give us anything we want, but the promise here is
that God will give us new desires in our heart; he will transform our hearts so that we want what he wants
and can be led by the Spirit
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Romans 6:16 -18
f Learning to be led by the SpiritinvolvesobS@ Ay 3 D2RQa 62NR | yR 2@SNO2YAy3a 2
9 This life will run contrary to the desires of our flesh

Romans 8:9 -17
9 In Christ we are able to be led by the Spirit
M Trying to be led by the Spirit while still clinging to the fundamental desires of the flesh is like running into
a brick wall
1 We must embrace the new mindset of becoming like Christ in order to be led by the Spirit

1 Corinthians 2:11 -16

9  What we could do without the Spirit we now can?
M Through the Spirit we have the mind of Christ and are able to be led by the Spirit

Ephesians 4:17 -32
9 The goal of the life in Christ is to allow the Spirit to direct us in putting off the old life, our life in the flesh,
and put on the new life of Christ
9  Paul gives us numerous examples of how are led by the Spirit to put off the old behaviors but also to
replace them with the new behavior, led by the Spirit in the life of Christ
¢ 2KFG FNB a2Y$8S 2F GKS a2ftR 0SKIQ@OA2NBRE GKIG é2dz aldAftt
M What s your plan to go about partnering with the Spirit to achieve that?

Things to Ponder
M What aspect of your character and nature do you think will make it the most challenging for you to have
your mind set on the Spirit as time goes by?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Trained by the Spirit

How does the actual process of growing in the life of Christ work? Do we achieve this transformation in
character through our own hard work or through nothing other than the work of the Holy Spirit? One
truth that we must embrace in order to truly be able to be transformed by the Spirit is that both are
necessary. We must have the transforming work of the Spirit to direct us and do things that we cannot on
our own, but he also demands hard work and discipline from us.

The Goal

Colossians 1:28 -29
9 What is the goal of our faith?
¢ LGQa y20G 2dzad G2 aYF1S AG Ayid2 GKS NBadNNBOlGA2yé¢ od
9 How does it change the way we approach our Christian life knowing that one of our primary
focuses is to change, to grow, and to become like Christ rather than just avoid problems and
GaYlF 1S AGéEK

Galatians 5:13 -26
1 We will either be trained in the habits of the flesh or the fruit of the Spirit
M For example, we can be lazy without much effort (like default mode) but as we give into laziness we train
ourselves in being lazy and so we stay that way
9 The flesh is often the path of least resistance but we still train ourselves to live that way and we grow
accustomed to it

2 Peter 2:14
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M Itisthe word from which we get our word gymnasium and it referred to training as in the kind
that an athlete would do to discipline themselves and train themselves in a sport
M These people had trained themselves in the fleshly act of being greedy
M [ltisimportant to understand that we will train ourselves to live one way or the other
9 Thisis also where it is vital to understand the goal of our faith
M If we think that mere salvation is the goal (to avoid punishment) then we will typically become
overly focused on just not doing wrong things
M If we think that the goal of our faith is to get to heaven then we can focus on skirting by, taking
the path of least resistance so that we can make it. The idea of changing can seem difficult and
unpleasant and be avoided; all we care about is getting to heaven
9 Butif we understand that the goal of our faith is to become like Christ then we will embrace
transformation
9 But how do we do that?

Spiritual Training
John 14:15 -18; 25 -26
9 The Spirit will act as our counselor, or to put it in a modern vernacular, our personal trainer
M What do personal trainers do?
M They motivate us
M They guide us
M They push us to do new things that we would not have thought of or would not have done on our
own
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M They teach us how to transform
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9 Trainers guide us but we must partner with them
1  We must do the hard work of listening to the trainer and doing what they tell us to
M Itisatrue partnership

1 Timothy 4:7 -10
M What are we called to train ourselves in here specifically?
M Ingeneral terms this tells us that we can be trained in mindset and attitude

Hebrews 5:13 -14
M  We can have our minds trained to discern, understand, and perceive
9  We can be trained in our actions

Hebrews 12:4 -11
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M The word actually refers to the teaching or discipline that might be given to a soldier or student
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I We can be trained in our perseverance

The Gymnazo Principle
M The gymnazo principle of being led by the Spirit simply means this:
M1 We follow the guidance of the Spirit and the word of God to correct wrong behavior by practicing
godly behavior, with the right attitude and for the right reasons, until the godly behavior
becomes habitual
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the Spirit actually partners with us to transform us into these new people

Ephesians 5:18
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leads to reaping the fruits of the flesh, rather allow yourself to be animated or influenced by the Spirit and
so yield the fruit of the Spirit
When someone is drunk, the whole person is drunk
In the same way, Christianity is not simply a moral reform system that works on the outside and visible
person
9 Itis an entire transformational way of living that effects the entire person
9 The ability to be transformed is given by the Holy Spirit and affects everything: our behavior, attitude &
outlook, worldview, where we place our hope and security, what captures our passions, etc.
9 But how are we led by the Spirit?
¢ ¢KNRdzZAK D2RQ& 2 2NR
9 Through prayer
9 Through godly advice
M Through the inner prompting of the Spirit (that will never contradict the word of God)
M If any of those areas seems difficult or confusing, like the inner prompting of the Spirit for example, then
ask your discipling partner or other mature Christians to explain what they have learned about following
this aspect of the Holy Spirit

= =
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Things to Ponder
9 Inwhat spiritual area of your life do you feel that you need the most Spirit training? What is your plan to
begin working with your personal trainer, the Holy Spirit?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
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Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these

Scriptures?
What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Fruit of the Spirit

When we go into strict physical training we want to see the fruit of that. We look for things like a change
in our body, a loss of weight, or increased stamina and strength. When we go into spiritual training we
also want to look for the fruit of our efforts and to make sure that we are truly listening to our trainer, the
Holy Spirit. In other words, we want to see the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. To see the evidence of the
Spirit in our life, however, we must be familiar with the fruit of the Spirit so that we can recognize it.

Two Opposing Forces

Galatians 5:16 -18

M What s the relationship here between the Spirit and the flesh (sinful nature)?

9 There are two competing ways of life that we can choose; we either live being influenced by our flesh or
by the Holy Spirit within us
As Christians we want to live according to the Spirit but how can we truly know if we are?
The symptoms of a life in the flesh are listed next so that we can take stock and see if the works of the
flesh are continuing to exhibit themselves as the predominant characteristic in our lives

M Ifthey are then we can be alerted (like an engine warning light) that we are walking in the flesh

f
f

The Works of the Flesh
Galatians 5:19 -21

9 We studied out these kinds of ongoing behaviors before immersion but they are still lurking out there if
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of the flesh
M Do you see any of these warning lights still flashing in your life
M Ifso, what does 1 John 1:5-10 tell us about this?

The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:22 -26

9 Ourdesire in being trained by the Spirit is to embrace these qualities and see them growing in our lives
M  We should be quite familiar with each of these aspects of the fruit of the Spirit so that we can follow the
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Love
9  This does not refer to romantic or affectionate love but the perfect and complete love that
comes from God himself
9 ltis the sacrificial love that Jesus demonstrated to the world and that we are to embrace in our
own lives
What does this kind of love look like in your life?
What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of love?
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Joy

9 Thisis the joy that comes from within based on relationship with God and does not rely on
external circumstances
This is different than worldly happiness which does rely on pleasing external circumstances
What does this kind of joy look like in your life?
What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of joy?
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Peace
9 Thisrefers to living in a state of harmony and concord with others rather than in constant friction
with and annoyance by others
T What does this kind of peace look like in your life?
M What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of peace?
Patience
9 This patience actually refers to patient endurance, steadfastness, and perseverance, often in
response to wrongs done against us
M  What does this kind of patience look like in your life?
M What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of patience?

Kindness
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M  What does this kind of kindness look like in your life?
M  What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of kindness?

Goodness
9 This refers to uprightness of heart and overwhelming good intentions for the benefit of others
M What does this kind of goodness look like in your life?
M What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of goodness?

Faith
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as having the character of one who lives this way and can be relied upon

M  What does this kind of faith look like in your life?
M  What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of faith?
Gentleness
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and restrained intentionally

M What does this kind of gentleness look like in your life?
M  What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of gentleness?
Self -Control

M Self-control refers to one who masters his desires and passions according to the will of the Spirit
M  What does this kind of self-control look like in your life?
M  What things in your life or flesh can keep you from this kind of self-control?

Things to Ponder
1 Which aspects of the fruit of the Spirit have you seen growing in your life? Which areas do you feel that
you need the most growth in?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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When We Get in the Way

Our world constantly sends us the message that the best thing we can do for ourselves is to follow our
heart and trust our own feelings. This is certainly a popular sentiment, but is it true? Are our hearts
something that we can trust to follow or are can our hearts actually hinder us from following the Spirit if
gSQONB y20 O NB¥FdzZ K

The Problem of the Heart

Jeremiah 17:9
f ¢KS aKSIFNIé¢ NBEFSNNBR @2 GKS aSra 2F gAtft IyR SY20GA2
I  What does this passage tell us about the problem of following our heart or emotions

9 Ibhave learned that my emotions are some of the most inaccurate sources of information that exist
T 2S R2y Qi KI@S (2 0StASOS SOSNBUKAY3I 6S UKAY]

Proverbs 14:12
9 Thereis a way that can seem right deep down within us but what does that lead to?
f ¢KS O02yaSljdzsSyOoSa 2F F2ft26Ay 3 2dz2NJ KSIENI 2N SY20GA2Y3
disastrous

Proverbs 28:26
9 What does this passage tell us about trusting in ourselves and our own emotions?
9 Areyou ever tempted to trust your own emotions over and against what the word of God tells you?

Mark 7:21

9 From where do things like evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, theft, greed, etc., come from
1 What does that tell us about the potential problem of trusting our heart and feelings?

Hebrews 3:12 -14
9 Our hearts can become hard, sinful, and unbelieving, or skeptical and turn from God even after we can
received the Holy Spirit
¢ 2SS Ydzald O2y(AydzS (G2 F2ff 2 thanbuHRedXsiso thaRoMdReark cynRe (1 KS { LIA NR
transformed
M What is the tool mentioned here that will help to keep us from going astray in our heart?

1 Samuel 16:7
I What goes on in our heart is important because God looks at the heart
9 Blindly following our heart as the world tells us to can be dangerous
I We need to learn to not follow our heart but follow the Spirit so that he can transform our heart
I We need to train our hearts so that it can be transformed to follow the Spirit

The Cure for the Heart
Jeremiah 29:1 3

M What does this passage tell us about our heart?
M We need to continue to seek God with all of our heart rather than the desires of our flesh

Psalm 51:17
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M Do you trust your heart and emotions or the word of God?
¢ 2KIFIGd R2 @2dz R2 $6KSy @2dzNJ Sy2dA2ya FyR GKS

Proverbs 3:5 -6
M  What three things do these verses urge us to do?
M  What each of those things mean practically?
M What is the truth given for those who do those three things?

Proverbs 4: 23

9 Why do you think we are urged to guard our heart (and feelings and emotions)?

Matthew 6:19 -21
M What is the treasure principle that Jesus gives in verse 21?
9 Jesus says that our heart follows our treasure
M We tend to think that we put our time, energy, and resources into the areas that we have given
our heart
9 ButJesus says to put our efforts, energy, and resources, in other words our treasure, in the right
place and our hearts will follow
9 What does this mean for you in practical areas of following God?

Things to Ponder
9 What is the toughest struggle for you in controlling your emotions and teaching them to be obedient to
D2RQ& ¢ 2NRK
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Laziness and Discipline

Training and discipline are an important part of our Christian lives whether it comes to growing in the
Spirit or continuing to be a learning disciple. We need to be disciplined and for most people, that is
something that we need to learn at one level or another. If discipline is a key then that means we must be
on guard against laziness and idleness in our lives in order to fully mature in the life of Christ.

A Reminder for Training

1 Timothy 4:7
9 We are called to train ourselves to be godly according to the training plan of the Holy Spirit, our personal
trainer

9 The Christian life is a life that demands discipline and commitment

Laziness

Proverbs 24:30 -34
M What are the dangers of living a lazy lifestyle?
9 Arethere any areas in your life in which you can tend towards or be tempted to laziness?

1 Thessalonians 5:14
M  Why do you think Paul gave such a straightforward warning about allowing laziness within the Christian
community?
1 What dangers could a group of lazy people within the church community present for the people of God
who are attempting to live the kingdom life?

Hebrews 6:11 -12
9 According to this verse, what is one of the things that can lead to laziness?
1 The pointis that if we lose sight of the hope of resurrection and living the resurrected life now,
we can become quite lazy
9 Iflazy hereis used as in the opposite of the resurrected life, then what might the author mean by
laziness specifically in this context?
9 What are some of the other ways that we can be lazy and what can cause those types of laziness?

Idleness
1 Thessaloni ans 4:10 -12

M We are called to be communities of people that work hard avoid idleness as a way of life

M What are ways that people can be idle in our day?

9 Arethere any areas of idleness, laziness, or even lack of discipline (such as being chronically late or messy)
that you struggle with?

Discipline
Hebrews 12:11 -12

1  What fruit does discipline and training bring into our life?

1 Corinthians 9:24 -27
M What does this passage teach us about self-control and discipline?
M Why is discipline necessary in the life of Christ and following the Spirit?
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Proverbs 12:24

M What is the difference in outcome between the diligent person and the lazy person?

2 Timothy 2:15
¢ 2KIFG 328&8 AyiG2 0SAy3a aRAfAISYyiGé KSNBK

Things to Ponder

M Areyou one that struggles with laziness or idleness or in the area of personal discipline? If so what is your
plan to grow in those areas?

9 Oron the other hand, is discipline a strength of yours? What can you perhaps teach to others about
personal discipline (please remember that discipline is a great thing but there is the potential downside of
RAAOALIX AYS GKFG AG YFalta 20SNI Ylrye gSI{1ySaaSa tA1S
careful)?

9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

M Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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A Priesthood of Believers

There are two equal and opposite errors that are often made in the Christian world when it comes to the

role of believers and leaders within the body. On one side some people have a tendency to exalt their

leaders and treat them differently. It becomes a cult of personality in which people follow the leader and

GNBIFG GKSY a (GK2dAK GKS& I NS5 Y2 NntKedthat extreyieRs Y2 NB 33
GKS ARSI GKIFIG ¢S akKz2dz R y24 KI @S 2N IR2wseitainy SSR
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come to a biblical view on the topic.

Godds Peopl e
1 Peter 2:9 -10

=A =4 =4 -4 -4

What are some of the descriptive terms that are used for GodQ & LJS 2 LI S K

How does each term add to our understanding of who God has called us to be in Christ?

{LISOAFAOIfteE ¢KIG R2 @2dz GKAY]l AG YSIya GKFG Fft 2
What is the significance of saying that we once were not a people but now we are?

What is the connection between being part of the people of God and receiving mercy?

A Priesthood
Revelation 5 :9-10

9 Priests were ones who had direct access to God and served to help others draw closer to God
 Whatdoesitmean,then,iy (G KA& fAIKGX (G2 alre GKFdG Fff 2F D2RQa L
9 This s the fulfillment of a promise that goes all the way back to Exodus 19:6 when God promised that he
would have a kingdom of priests
M Have you ever been part of a religious group where there was a priest or clergy that was considered to be
better, more spiritual, or more holy than anyone else?
I How does this idea work against that?
All Equal
Mark 10:2 9-30
¢ WSadza alea (GKFG y2 2yS K2 KlFa fSTO OAKDAYRSEE OTNRND KISKNS
gospel will fail to receive it back a hundred times over in their new family, the family of God
¢ .dzi y23S OFNBFdz te GKIG KS area Ay (GKA&A ySg FlYAfe@
Y20KSNAZ OKAfRNBYZI IyR FTAStRa®DE
M What is missing from this list compared to the first list?
1 Why would Jesus leave out that item?
I  Whois the Father of this family?
I  What is the significance that we are all brothers and sisters and even mothers but there is only one Father

in this family (in the family group of the time, the Father was the undisputed leader of the household in
distinction from the mother or any other role)?

Matthew 23:5 -12

1
1

il

What are some of the temptations of leadership or visible positions mentioned here?

Jesus was not forbiddingtheusS 2 F YSNB GSN¥a tA1S aiSIOKSNE oKSy Al
to the practice of exalting some people as though they were greater than others

The other side of this, however, is that we should also not have higher standards for our leaders and

ministers than we have for ourselves
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9 Do you hold yourself to the same standard of commitment, service, loyalty, attendance at church

events, reliability, evangelism, etc., as you hold for your leaders
M Some people, for instance, would not think twice about not coming to a worship gathering

050l dzaS (KS& NS GdANBRé¢ | yR 2dzaid ySSR

if their minister did the same thing

M We are all equal in the body of Christ and none should be exalted but none should be held to a

higher standard either

f ¢KAA R2Sa y2id YStys 2F O2dzNBS> GKIFG ¢S

leadership within the body of Christ (see the next study for more on that)

1 Corinthians 1 :10-17
 We must avoid the temptation to develop favorite leaders or preachers and begin to give them more
respect and attention than anyone else
M Why is favoring some over others so potentially damaging to the body of Christ?

James 2:1 -7
9 Why is favoritism of any kind so contrary to who the body of Christ is to be?
What are some of the ways that churches can subtly show favoritism without realizing it?

il
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il

What are some of the ways that you personally can show favoritism i¥ & 2 dzZQNB y 2

Things to Ponder
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How can we respond in a patient, loving, and wise way if we do see aspects of favoritism in our own life or

the lives of others within the body of Christ?

9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
M Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Obey Your Leaders

There are two equal and opposite errors that are often made in the Christian world when it comes to the
role of believers and leaders within the body. On one side some people have a tendency to exalt their
leaders and treat them differently. It becomes a cult of personality in which people follow the leader and

GNBIFG GKSY a (GK2dAK GKS& I NS5 Y2 NntKedthat extreyieRs Y2 NB 33
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come to a biblical view on the topic.

God Gave us Leaders
Ephesians 4:11 -15
9 Christ not only gave us the body of Christ, the church, of which we are called to be a sacrificial part, but he
also gave the church leaders
In the church, leadership is a role and a service rather than a position of prestige
For what purposes did God give the role of leadership within the church?
Why would one of the primary roles of leadership be to build up the body for works of service?
Why would one of the primary roles of leadership b to bring the body to unity?
What does a mature body look like?

= =4 =4 -4 -4

Obey Your Leaders
Hebrews 13:7

T Why would the author urge Christians to consider the outcome of the way of life of leaders?

M How does this connect with the idea of 1 Corinthians 11:17?

M What are some of the things in the life of other Christians, leaders included, that you would like to
consider and learn from?

Hebrews 13:17
M How popular of an idea is submitting to the authority of spiritual leadership in our world today?
¢ 2KIFIGd R2 @&2dz GKAY]l AlG YSIya (2 daadoYAGé G2 GKS | dzi K2
G20Se8¢ @2dzNJ £ S RSNRE O
1 Areyouajoytobeled?
M What do you think it entails to make the work of leaders a joy and not a burden?

Ephesians 5:21
I  What is the motivation for our submission to one another, including our submission to the leaders of the
church?
9 Submission and obedience to others boils down to a trust in Jesus
I God calls us to respect and submit to leadership, even imperfect leadership, as a show of our
ultimate trust in him
M We trust God to be more powerful than our leaders are flawed
1 God is pleased with our trust in other humans when we do it as a reflection of our trust in him
1 Thessalonians 5:12
I Why would Paul call on believers to acknowledge the leaders among them?
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Godly Leadership
Mark 10:42 -45

f
f

How does leadership and authority within the body differ from that in the world?
How does this help us balance between being a community of equals but still one that has leadership?

1 Timothy 5:17 -21

=A =4 -8 -8 -4

G52dz20fS 1 2y2NE YSlIya (2 SyadaNB GKIG fSIFRSNER
In light of that, what does verse 18 mean?

Why should there be two or three witnesses against a leader if he is in sin?

2 Keg akKz2dZ R I fSIFIRSNRa adAy 0S O0ONRdZAKG o0SF2NB
Verse 21 reminds us that leaders should not be treated with favoritism but neither should they be treated
more harshly than any other believer.

Things to Ponder

f
f

How can you be a joy to lead? Are there any ways that you cannot be a joy to lead?
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Life of a Servant

TheideaofbSAy 3 | &ASNWI yi R2S&ayQid SEIFIOGteée KIF@S GKS 3INBL G
S GKAY]l 2F aSNBlIyda ¢S GSyR (2 GKAY1l 2F | N GdKSNJ
true of Bible times. Jesus called his followers to be servants but that has never been a call that would be

impressive to the world. Yet, he did call us to exactly that, the life of a servant. We need to study this out

because it is not a concept that comes naturally to any of us.

Our Model for Beinga S ervant

Matthew 20:25 -28
9 What did Jesus come to earth to be?
9 To enter into the life of Christ is to enter into the life of a servant
M Inwhat ways do the Christian attitude towards authority, status and service differ from the world around
us?

Philippians 2 :1-8

The world tells us to do whatever it takes to meet our own needs and to think of ourselves first

What does this call us to do?

How does this challenge you?

What is our motivation for taking on the nature of a servant?

When we humble ourselves and consider others, and realize that a servant is something we are to
become (as opposed to being something that we do) then we will be able to see and find ways to serve
others

=A =4 =8 -8 -9

John 13:1 -7;14 -15
9 Jesus had all power and authority and was in his very nature God (John 1:1-4) and yet he was a servant
M What does that tell us about the nature of God as revealed in the life of Jesus Christ?
1 Why do you think that Jesus called his disciples to emulate his nature of being a servant?

Our Life as Servants
Luke 17:7 -10

I  When we have served others our attitude should be that we have but done our duty with no expectation
of reward or recognition
M How do you usually feel if you do something and receive no special notice for it?
9 .SAy3a I aSNBIydG Oy 0 &asbkhehingwe tetoihe rdthEr thanSomtBing @ei S Y 6 NI C
do
M [Ifitis merely something we do, then we will be much more likely to expect praise or get prideful
about the things that we do
§  Atrue servant s a servant in nature and has no expectations for praise, F YR R2Say Qi 3ISG LINARS?H
simply doing their duty

Romans 12:1 -8
M Inworship to God, we offer ourselves as living sacrifices, putting off our old ways of thinking that include
self-seeking, pleasure-seeking, independence, self-importance, etc.
f InsteadégS I NB (2 Lizi 2y [/ KNARAGQA (K2daAKGa adzOK & a
G2 aSNBBS G(GKS / KdzZNODK FyR 20KSNAEKE
9 Part of our spiritual act of worship is that we serve and belong to one another as the body of Christ
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Ephesians 6:7 -8
9 When we serve others, who are we really serving?
i Why is this helpful motivation?

2 Corinthians 9:12 -14
9 Ourservice not only meets the needs of others but show God our gratitude of all that he has done for us
9 Serving is a way that our faith is put into action
9 Our faith-in-action will point others to God

il

Being a servant is another way to share our faith with others

Galatians 6:10
M We should seek to serve everyone that we can but be realistic that our resources and time are limited
M What important principle do we find here?

Things to Ponder
M What are some ways that you can serve others in the body right now?
M What are some things that might keep you from being more of a servant in the body of Christ?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

f
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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A Life of Confession

One of the most important ongoing actions that we can take as Christians is regularly confessing our sin
both before God and other Christians. The problem is that this action, especially to other Christians, is
one of the most unnatural things that we can do. Human instinct tends toward self-preservation and
rationalization not humility and confession. Yet, God tells us that if we regularly confess our sin, he will
forgive us. Confession is vitally important to understand and to engage in as a regular discipline.

Luke 11:1 -4
1 When Jesus taught us how to pray, it included confessing our sins to God. Confession is a part of our life in
Christ.

9 Confessing our sins to God shows that we recognize our own sin and our constant need for him

Why Confess Our Sin?

Proverbs 28:13
' When we confess our sins honestly, we renounce them and show that we want to get rid of them
We find mercy and are able to grow in our relationship with God

Psalm 32:1 -5
1 2S NBYIAY Ay D2RQ&a TFT2NHAGSySaa ¢6KSy ¢S O2yFSaa
T 2KSyYy 6S R2y Qi O2yTSaa 2dz2NJ aAya (abdsonk &dof dukoldli 6 S
lives outside of Christ) and put ourselves in danger of moving outside of the life of Christ where we have
forgiveness

1John 1:5 -10
T When we have fellowship with one another, the blood of Jesus cleanses us and the word comes to life
9 If we do not confess, it is the same as saying that we are without sin. Our lives in Christ should be
transparent Cthere is no hiding (darkness) in God
9 Confession should be a part of our daily life ¢ in our prayers and in our conversations with one another

James 5:16

I Confess to one another so we can pray for each other and find healing

NI
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9 Outside of Christ there is fear of being transparent and talking about sin for fear people will hold it against
us or feel differently about us. In Christ, we help each other with our struggles and sin through prayer, the
word and relationship

I  Arefusal to confess our sins to other believers often demonstrates that we fear what man thinks of us
over what God knows of us

Acts 19:18 -20
T ! O2YYdzyAdle 2F o0StASOSNR GKIFG Sy3ar3asSa NBIdzZ | NI &
perceptions of man
T A community that confesses will put itself into position to be used powerfully by God

Ecclesiastes 12:13
9 Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10)
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f  When we are afraid or ashamed to confess sins to other humans, it demonstrates that we fear their
2LIAYA2Yya Y2NB G(GKIy D2RQa
9 We have repeated that thought several times throughout the study but that is because it is such
a vital thought that is so difficult to truly embrace

Psalm 44:20 -21
I God knows the secrets of our hearts?
I He knows what we do and the motives behind them.
We cannot hide our sins from God and God is whom we should be concerned about, so there is no benefit
to hiding them from other Christians

Philippians 2:1 -8
9 It takes humility to confess our sins to God and one another
9 If we imitate Christ and consider ourselves nothing, we will have nothing to hide
f 2SS g2y Qi O2yOSNYy 2dzNESt 9S& 6AGK NBLWziFGA2y 2N gKI
WSadzi RARXR2AY3I D2RQA gAff OW2KYy MTYnNnO

Action Points
M Go back through the notes from this lesson and make a list of new insights or things that you have learned
Fo2dzi O2yFTSaaAizy 2F D2R (KI{G @2dz RARYQUO LINBGA2dzaf @
M What specific action points will you take this week in response to this lesson?

Things to Ponder
1  What is the most difficult aspect to you about confessing sin consistently to one another?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Sacrifice, part 1

Who wants to go through trials, or suffer, or undergo persecution? Not many people would choose such
things in life, primarily because we typically see things like that as meaningless. Jesus told his followers,
though, that we would likely have all of those things at various times in our lives, many of them precisely
because we chose to follow him. Can we find meaning behind these things, though, or are they just
something to endure? This is what we will look at in this study.

The Nature of Suffering in the Old Testament
9 The primary view of suffering in the Old Testament was that obedience would bring blessing and
disobedience to God would result in suffering
9  This was not always the case, but was the normal view and order of things under the Old
Covenant

M We can see many examples of this in the Old Testament:
M1 Numbers 14:31-35
M Deuteronomy 28 (blessings for obedience, suffering for disobedience)
M Psalm107:17
M Proverbs 13:20

He Must Suffer Many Things
M The picture of the promised Messiah was quite different from that
§ ¢KS aSaaAl K g2dz R LISNFSOGte 20S8S& D2RQ&a gAff odzi @S
1 Psalm22:22-24
M How could the Messiah praise God but still suffer and be scorned by God?
M Isaiah 53:3
M Luke 17:25
9 Jesus said that he must suffer many things and be rejected
9 Up until that time, suffering was always seen as a result of being disobedient to God but Christ changed
that
9 Suffering for the Messiah and his people took on a new meaning
9 Suffering and sacrifice, because of the Messiah, was no longer a sign of disobedience but now it
was for the benefit of others

Our Participation
Acts 5:41; 9:16

9 Saul (Paul) would follow Jesus but doing so meant that he would suffer a great deal

1 Peter 2:19 -23
1  We suffer because he suffered
9 WS&adzaQ &dzZFFSNRAY3I gl a y2G + NBadzZ G 2F KAada GNRYIR2AYZ
9 Quite the opposite, in fact
M What is accomplished when we are willing to sacrifice for others to demonstrate the kingdom of God?

1 John 3:16
M What does it mean on a practical level to lay down your life for others?
M What most challenges you about the idea of laying down your life for others?
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Things to Ponder

I  What are some ways that you are most resistant to sacrificing for others? What is the most difficult

aspects of sacrifice for you?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

f
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these

Scriptures?
What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Sacrifice, part 2

Who wants to go through trials, or suffer, or undergo persecution? Not many people would choose such things in
life, primarily because we typically see things like that as meaningless. Jesus told his followers, though, that we
would likely have all of those things at various times in our lives, many of them precisely because we chose to
follow him. Can we find meaning behind these things, though, or are they just something to endure? This is what
we will look at in this study.

Sacrifice for Others
Philippians 1:29 -30

9 Following Christ means laying down our lives for others and suffering

The New Nature of Suffering
Hebrews 2:10

9 Jesus was made complete through suffering. What do you think that means?
9 Jesus came to accomplish certain things that could only be brought to completion as he sacrificed for the
sake of others. He has called his people to do the same.

Hebrews 5:7 -10
T wSadza tSINYSR 20SRASYOS Ay GKS aSyasS GKIFIG KS o
through suffering and persecution
I We also are made more mature and complete in Christ when we learn to be obedient during the hard
times
M What is challenging about being obedient to God when it comes to opportunities to lay down our lives for
others?
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The Purpose of Suffering, Trials, and Persecution
2 Timothy 2:3 -12
9 Christ suffered for the benefit of others and that is our calling as well
M We will have hard times and get hurt (emotionally or otherwise) following Christ
§ 28 aKz2dzZ RyQi SELISOG tATFS G2 6S FIANI G2 dz&a & ¥F2
9 Everyone gets hurt or goes through trials; the question is what are we going to do with those times
¢ 2S gAaftt 3ISG aOFINAR FNRY F2f{ft26Ay3 [/ KNRAG o6dzi R2y Qi o
9 Scars are evidence that:
M You got hurt
I  Youovercame it
9  You have empathy for others

Colossians 1:24 -29
What do you think Paul means whenhesaysti K i G KSNB Aa a2YSOUKAy3 tFO1Ay3a |
must fill in his own life?
¢ LGQE NI GKSNJ AaAYLIE S NBIffe
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9  Of course his suffering does bring benefit to us all but most people will not be aware of or
recognize that just by itself
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9 Paul says that it is only when we willingly take on the life of suffering for the benefit of others

that the people in our lives will directly feel and come into conscience contact with the suffering

of Christ for them
9 How does it make you feel to know that when we sacrifice for the sake of others that we become the
hands of Christ in their life so that they can truly feel the touch of what Jesus did for all of us?

1 Peter 4:12 -19
9 There is no shame in suffering for Christ
9 Itis asign of our obedience rather than disobedience
9 This does not include bad situations that we get ourselves into because we are not being like Christ

The Result of Suffering  In Our Lives
Romans 5:1 -5
 WeareoF Sy gAfttAy3ad G2 aSNWBS 2N F2ft26 / KNRAQ
times hit that can change quickly
1 We tend to want to end the trial immediately rather than consider what God might be teaching us
through that time

James 1:2 -3
9  What do trials produce in us?
9 Inwhat, do you think, do trials and perseverance make us complete?

Things to Ponder

M What are some of the specific ways that you can sacrifice for others when it comes to your time, finances,

energy, gifts, heart, etc.?

9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Stewardship

We live in a world where the pursuit of wealth and possession is considered to be among the highest

pursuits possible. With all of that focus on wealth and possessions, though, we generally tend to make

one very vital mistake. Nothing in the world belongs to us. None of our possessions is really our own.

We are nothing more than stewards of what God has made available to us. It is a huge problem to think

that resources0 St 2y 3 G2 dz&a 6KSY 6S IINB y2iKAy3a Y2NB (KIy
stewards, then, is vital.

The Vocation of Humans

Genesis 1:26 -30
9 ¢KS @20F0GA2y 2F Kdzvlya GKIFEG FNB Ay NAIKG Nbnf | GA2YaK
M Asure sign of being in rebellion against God is the need to provide for ourselves (Genesis 3:17-19) rather
than acting on his behalf as a steward and allowing him to provide for us (Matthew 6:19-33)
M Psalm 8:4-9 demonstrates what humans, made in the image of God, were intended to be, but failed to
live up to because of sin

Genesis 4:3 -5; Genesis 14:17 -20
9 Offering a portion of our resources to God as a recognition of his provision goes back beyond the law
given in Exodus

9 Giving part of our resources to God is part of our stewardship because it is a recognition that we are but
a0Sgl NRax az2yvyS2yS (KFd Aa YFylF3aAy3a az2vySz2yS Stasqa N

Luke 19:11 -27
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to them
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We are called to be stewards of everything that God has given us
We are to live as ones who recognize that nothing we have is ours; it all comes from God

=A =4 =

Stewardship in the Christian Life

Matthew 28:18 -20
¢ tFENI 2F ' REFEY FYR 9¢SQa 2 NA 3A yndhultifaddio subdRetie G Sé I NREA KA L
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I We are to be stewards of his creation and expand his kingdom and rule
I To do this properly we must remember that we need to seek his kingdom first; anything less would be to
be poor stewards

Luke 12:35 -46
¢ 'ff /KNRAGALIya KI@S 0SSy OFrttSR G2 0SS adadSselNRaA o6aSN
I Good stewards are always ready and always living in view of the reality to which we belong in Christ
I  When we are selfish, self-focused, or not good managers we demonstrate a lack of belief in the reality of
D2RQa 2¢6yYSNEKALI 'yR NXz S 2@SNJ I £ f ONSB thisanfrustedr Y R 2 dzNJ
us
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M Do you recognize your role as a steward?
M What does it mean to recognize that everything you have belongs to God and you are just a steward?

1 Peter 4:10
M We are called to be stewards of the grace that God has given us
1 It may be gifts, talents, abilities, time, knowledge, resources, etc.
M What are the things that God has given you and called you to be a good steward of?
M What does it mean for you to be a good steward of:
Gifts, talents, abilities
Time
The word of God
The Gospel of Jesus Christ
Resources and possessions

=A =4 =8 -8 -4

Malachi 3:7 -12
M This passage was written to the Old Covenant people of God but the principles of giving and stewardship
OFrYS 60S¥2NB G(GKS htR /2@Sylyid [Ié IyR O2yliAydsS G2 I L
M They had demonstrated that they had drifted from God by being poor stewards and by refusing to give to
God what was his in the first place
1 God asked them for a mere tenth of all that he had given them as a reminder to them that everything had
come from himand thattheywerS & A YLX S &a0S6I NRa o60aiAiKSE tAGSNIY @
9 The difference in covenant means that our blessings come in the life of Christ rather than in physical and
material blessings but we are still called to be stewards in every are of our lives, including our finances
M Being a good steward means more than just giving ten percent to God, though, it means managing all of
our resources well and being good stewards so that we can give generously and lavishly to God and those
in need

Luke 17:18 -30
9 The problem for this young man was not that he was wealthy?
¢ ¢KS LINRofSY gF+a (GKFEG KS gFa | LIR22N adaSsrNR 0SS0
had came from God
f D2R R2SayQi OFff S@SNER2yS (2 3IABS dzZLl) SOSiNBatisKk Ay3a 65
what he calls us to
9 Areyou agood steward with everything that God has given you?

I dza S

Luke 21:1 -4
i Being a good steward is more about giving all that we have than it is just having a lot or even giving a lot
M Itis being willing to recognize that everything we have (whether it be a lot or a little) comes from God
M What convictions about being a steward in all areas of your life have you gained from this study?

Things to Ponder
1 Inwhat areas are you or have you been a good steward? Are there any areas in your own stewradship of
resources, time, energy, gifts, etc., in which you need to grow?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Announcing the Kingdom

Once we entered into Christ we received a life of salvation, the life of thekiy 3R2Y 2F D2R® cdzl
just receive that life to lounge around in it and enjoy it. We are called to announce the kingdom of God to
others, through our words and our lives and call them to be disciples of Jesus as well.

Genesis 1:26 -30
{ PartofGodQd RS&aA3IYy F2NJ KdzYlya 6l & GKIFIG 6S 62dAZ R NBLINBaS
1  We are made to be in an intimate relationship with God and represent by spreading his rule

Genesis 3:17 -19
§  Sin not only stripped man of the full image of God, it left men and womeninOl LI 6 f S 2F NHzZ Ay3 2¢
creation and expanding his rule

Exodus 19:3 -6

I God chose Israel, the descendants of Abraham, to be the restored humanity ¢ the people that would do
his will and rule with him in his kingdom
A priest was someone who could go directly into the presence of God and represent others
The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God within us
LaN}IStz Ay GKS hitR ¢SaidlyYSydGz LRAYGSR (2 D2RQA& YAY:
CKS ¢g2NRa GYAY3IR2Y 2F Damst YySOSNI 200dzNJ Ay (K h
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Isaiah 11:1 -9
God begins to promise the coming of this kingdom that would be brought about by the Messiah
It would be characterized by concern for the spiritually poor, and by righteousness
It was also intended for all people of all nations
2 K& Aad AG AYLERNIFYd G2 NBYSYOSNI GKFd D2RQ&a {Ay3IR2Y
all nations, tribes, and languages?

9 Arethere any past prejudices that you have had or still struggle with that you need to learn to

release in order to truly embrace that kind of Kingdom heart?

=A =4 =4 =4

Mark 1:14 -18
What was Jesus announcing that was now becoming available?
9 Jesus came to usher the Kingdom of God into the present age in a new way through his ministry, and
more fully through his death and resurrection
I  God is transforming this present age through his Kingdom, preparing it for the age to come

Matthew 28:18 -20
1T C2tft2gAy3 WwWSadzaQ NBAdzZNNB O 7\42\/\136rdsﬁ<h§1 cléarly FataiNBhe drigindld OK I NH &
instructions to Adam and Eve to be fruitful, fill the earth, and take charge of it

il In Christ, the Kingdom of God is restored
9 What is one of the primary activities, according to this passage, of the Kingdom of God?
9 Of whom are we to make disciples?

f LGQAa y2i edzad GKS LIS2LX S tA1S dza odzi Ftft LIS2LX S
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Luke 9:23 -26
9 Inorder to truly announce the Kingdom of God, we have to leave our old lives fully behind (see Galatians
2:20)
' Why is this important as it relates to announcing the Kingdom to others? What is challenging about it for
you?

2 Corinthians 5:15 -21

We are called to be ambassadors of the Kingdom of God

This involves evangelism and sharing our testimony, but it also embraces all aspects of our life

The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God in every area of life

Spreading that Kingdom is important but simply announcing it is not the sole area in which we engage in

spreading the Kingdom

We should live the Kingdom daily and let others see what it looks like

Wel yGAOALI GS D2RQa 38 G2 O02YS o0& tAQGAy3 Ald Ay (GKS
What does this mean for you on a daily basis?

il
il
il
il
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Romans 10:14 -15
f 2SS R2y Qi NBRdzOS D2RQ& YAYy3IR2Y (2 2daAad GKS gle& 6S A
 We must also announce it
9 People cannot come to faith in the life of Christ and enter into the Kingdom of God without hearing the
Gospel preached to them from another person ¢ that is the way that God has set up his plan

Acts 8:4; 13:31

9 The role of the early church was to act as witnesses of the Gospel, the resurrection of Christ, and to

preach that wherever they went

1 Who was sharing their faith here?

¢ LG sl ayQi 2dzaid GKS fSIRSNE 6K2 6SNB akKlFINAy3d GKS
What is most challenging for you about sharing your faith with others?
We, in a similar way, are called to be witnesses of what the Gospel is and what it has done in our lives
We, too, should do this wherever we go
¢CKA&d LINPOlFIoOofe &azdzyRa | fAGGES a0OFNR GKAOK Aada y2NN¥If
participate in, then we have to ask if we really understand what we have in the life of Christ

=A =4 -4 =9

Things to Ponder
M What is the most challenging or difficult aspect for you about announcing the Kingdom of God to others?
M  What Scriptures most motivate you to share your faith with others even when you might not completely
feel like it?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Practical Aspects of Kingdom Announcing

There is classic scene in the movie Amistad where John Quincy Adams chides another character for the
folly of being such a persuasive speaker without a balancing amount of grace. The same can be said of us
sharing the kingdom of God with others. Evangelism needs a mixture of boldness and grace. We need to
pay careful attention so as to avoid to going to one extreme or the other. We need to be both bold and
kind and full of grace and tact. This study will focus on some of the nuts and bolts of how to go about
sharing our faitht of course it must be remembered that the only true way to learn and become
proficient at this vocation is to do it.

Kingdom Announcing
2 Corinthians 5:10 -21

M  What compels us to share the kingdom with others?
9 We have been given the ministry of reconciliation

9 That means we seek to demonstrate reconciliation in every area of our lives

9 This ministry of reconciliation is not a choice, it has been given to us; it is our life
9 What is the role of an ambassador?

¢ 2KFd R2Sa A4 YSry GKIG ¢S IINB FYolaalR2Na Ay D2RQa

Being Bold

Romans 1:16 -17
M We are not ashamed of the gospel (Romans 1:1-4), but why not?
M What power does the gospel have?
1 Why s it important to remember that?

Luke 9:23 -26

9 What stern warning is given for those that are ashamed of Jesus and his words?
I What are ways that we can act ashamed of Jesus and his words?

Acts 4:29 -31

9 If we pray for boldness and act in faith, God will answer those prayers
I  Why is boldness important in announcing the kingdom to others?

Pitfalls

Proverbs 12:18
M  We have to be careful with our words when announcing the kingdom to others
1 We want to be honest and direct but not unnecessarily hurtful or foolish

Proverbs 25:17

M We want to be persistent in reaching out to others, understanding that they likely do not understand the
urgency of submitting to the gospel that we do
9 But we also want to be wise and not overdo it and annoy people or ¢creepé them out

Proverbs 27:14
M Announcing the kingdom to others involves a combination of being bold and confident, even wisely
assertive on one hand but not coming on too strong on the other
M Itisall about finding a balance
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Seasoned with Grace

1 Corinthians 9: 20-23
¢ tlhdzZ glFayQid areiayda GKIad KS gra o0SAy3a FI1S 2N AyarycC
9 He found common ground with those that he was sharing his faith with
9 He put their interests first and tried to connect with them so that they could hear the gospel that he was
preaching in a way that they could understand and not be unnecessarily offended
¢ 2KFG OFy @2dz £t SFNY FTNRBY t 1 dz Q& SEFYLX S AY €2dzNJ 2¢6Y

Colossians 4:5
1 We need to be careful in what we say and how we present the kingdom of God to outsiders
9  What does it mean to you to make the most of every opportunity?

1 Thessalonians 4:10 -12
9  We want to be visible in our kingdom lives but full of respect and grace
¢ 2SS R2y Qi ¢lydG G2 0SS dzyySOSaalNxfte 2FFSyairgs

1 Peter 3:15 -16
9 Why are gentleness and respect important in announcing the kingdom?
9 What are some scenarios in which you could imagine maintaining gentleness and respect while sharing
your faith could be challenging?
9 What should you do in those difficult situations?

2 Timothy 2:23 -26

9  What does this warn us to avoid?

Things to Ponder
f 2Ké R2 é&2dz GKAY] GKIFId D2RQa LIXIly Aa G2 SELIYR KAZ
M Take some time to meditate on the connection between our genuine gratitude to Christ for saving us and
our devotion in announcing the Kingdom to others.
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Being Single, Dating, and Marriage

One of the largest pressures that single Christians ever face comes in the questions of whether they

should date or not, seek to get married or not, and who they should date or get married to. This study

begins to look at these questions through biblical eyes. This is not just a study for single people, however.

Singles and married people F £ A 1S | N8B I f YSYoSNB 2F D2RQa Tl YAfe@
have and understand the same convictions on such important and core beliefs and practices.

Single or Married
1 Corinthians 7:8 -9;17 -24
¢ tldzZ Qad 62NRa KSNX YAIKG aSSY NFGKSNI 2NRAYINEB (2 dza
M Marriage was expected, so to say that it was unnecessary and perhaps being single was
something to even be considered as preferable in the kingdom of God was shocking and new
Christians might prefer to get married but are not required
Getting married is preferred to giving into sin
WearSZ K2gS@OSNE Ol tfSR (G2 Llzi D2RQa {1AYy3IR2Y FANBG |y
spouse then we should accept that with gratitude
9 We should be content in whatever situation God has called us to
9 Asingle person might desire to be married, which is not necessarily wrong, but becomes a
problem if they being to see only value in being married, turn their desires to being married, and
0SAy3 (2 &asSS1 (KIG S@Sy |0620S D2RQ& {Ay3IR2Y
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1 Corinthians 7:32 -35
¢ tldz 61 ayQd | 3l A a dhighvieMMK (EpBeSaks 5:21y32) Fut hOdid se€ S
advantages in remaining unmarried
9 Itis quite probable (although we can never know for sure) that Paul was a widower and so knew
what it meant to be married and to be single
1  Why do you think that Paul might have seen certain advantages in a Christian being unmarried?

What About Dating?
1 Corinthians 7:39 -40

9 There are no biblical directives for dating because it was not a practice in the first century
9 Dating, however, should be done in a godly manner, keeping with the principles of the kingdom of God
M What principle is given here about a Christian marrying that can rightly be applied to a Christian dating?

Matthew 7:21 -23
M Itisimportant to remember that Jesus said that many would claim to be followers of his but would not be
9 [ltisimportant to remember that when we are considering dating someone and not get
sentimental or driven by our emotions
9 If we are considering dating someone, is it reasonable to think that they should be a true disciple
of Jesus Christ and not merely religious or someone who says that they are a Christian?

The OIld Testament Principles
Deuteronomy 7:3 -4
M God took a dim view of his people marrying outside of their own (Malachi 2:11; Ezra 9:1-2; etc.)
9 Forlsrael, God wanted them to remain within the people of Israel for marriage
9 For the people of God today, we are in Christ; that is our people
9 Isitreasonable to think that we should only date or marry people that are also in Christ?
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1 Kings 11:3 -4
¢ 2KFG GdzZNYySR { 2ffb@od?Qad KSI NI | gl @
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M How do the principles here relate to dating the right person?
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New Testament Principles
2 Corint hians 6:14
9 The direct context here is urging Christians not to tie themselves together with those who maintain false
beliefs and doctrines
9 This principle can also be applied to relationships like dating and marriage
9 Isitreasonable to insist that if we should not be tied together with false teachers and false doctrines that
we should not engage in intimate relationships with non-believers?

1 Corinthians 15:33
9 The principle here is clear: Bad company is more likely to influence the Christian than vice-versa
M Do you agree with this biblical principle? How does this relate to dating?

What About Those Already Married?
1 Corinthians 7:12 -13

9 Christians should not bind themselves willingly into dating relationships and marriages with non-
Christians, but this is not an excuse for those that are already married and become a Christian (or their
spouse refuses to remain in Christ) to leave their spouse; They are to stay and glorify God in their
marriage as best they possibly can

3 Important Principles
1 Corinthians 10:23 -24, 31
Paul was responding to a group of Christians who were confusing their freedom in Christ
They argued that they had the right, in Christ, to do anything that they wanted
In response, Paul gave them three universal principles to apply to any situation
These principles can be applied universally, including dating and marrying
We will put them in the form of three questions
1. s this beneficial?
M Iswhat | want to do beneficial to my life in Christ and will it draw me closer to God?
2. Isthis constructive
M  Will my actions benefit the body of Christ?
M Does it seek the good of the whole body rather than just myself (v. 24)
3. Does this glorify God?
¢ 126 R2Sa o6KIG LQY O2yaARSNAY3I ONARy3I 3If 2NEB
the principles of his kingdom to the world?
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Things to Ponder
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Kingdom People and Dating

Dating is one of the most enjoyable and important activities that Christian single people engage in but it

can also be full of potential spiritual hazards if it is not approached with firm biblical principles in mind.

¢CKAAa addzRé Aa y204 F tAad 2F NYz Sa F2NJ RIFGAy3 Ay D2
by those seeking to bring glory to God in everything they do.

Five Ab solute Standards

1) Do Not Let Marriage or Your Desire to Be Married Become an Idol
M 1 Corinthians 7:17-35
M 1Timothy 5:11-15
2) Do Not Marry a Non -Christian
9 1 Corinthians 7:39
9 2 Corinthians 6:14-16
9 If Scripture is clear about not marrying non-Christians, would there be any biblical justification for dating
non-Christians?

3) There Must Not Be Even a Hint of Sexual Immorality
9 Ephesians 5:3
M 1Timothy 5:2
9 1 Corinthians 6:18-20
4)Do Not Bring Worldly Standards into Godos Fa
f  Romans 12:2
9 2 Corinthians 4:14-17
1 Luke 16:15
5) Marriage is for Life (with only two exceptions)
1 Matthew 19:1-10
1 1 Corinthians 7:12-16

Three Overriding Principles

1) Always Take the Safest Path
M Proverbs 4:23-27; 5:8
M 2Timothy 2:22
2) Freedom is Limited by Love
9 1 Corinthians 10:23-24
9 2 Corinthians 8:21
 Romans 14
3) Look For the Right Stuff
1 Men, Look for Inner Beauty: Proverbs 31:30
1 Women, Look for Godly Character: Proverbs 1:1-31:9

Ten Nuggets of Sound, Practical Wisdom
1) Seek guidance/advice from the right people
¢ Proverbs 1:7; 13:10, 20; 14:7; 15:22, 22, 32-33; 18:1-2; 19:20, 27; 20:18; 24:3-6
2) Dating Non-Christians is Foolish ¢ Be wise about being around non-Christians of the opposite sex
o0 51 3GS FNRBdzyR KI @S Fdzy T R2y Qi 6S Ay I KdzZNNE
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on your dates
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6) Double dating and group dating is typically the best way to have fun and avoid tempting situations ¢ 2
Timothy 2:22; 1 Timothy 5:2

7) Figure out the Safest dating boundaries for (remember that there should not be a hint. . .)
8) If you are attracted to someone:

=A =4 =8 -8 -4

¢KIFGQa | 322 R (]K)\)/EI
Get some advice
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Is your relationship based on a spiritual foundation?

Take it slow
¢ LG G11S + 6KAES (2 NBlIfte (yz2¢6 az2y
9 Infatuation can often impair judgment
¢ LGQa F+ t20G Y2NB RAFFAOQOdAZ G G2 adz2Ll

9) If someone is attracted to you but the feelings are not mutual:

f
f
f

Try going out a few times; you never know. . .
Be gentle and sensitively honest with them
Check and make sure that your attractions are focused on godly and not worldly things

10) The best way to find someone special is through surrendered contentment:

f
f
f

Seek the Kingdom first

Concentrate on your inner beauty and godly character

The most righteous way to deal with loneliness is to draw near to our Father in heaven (1
Timothy 5:5)

Things to Ponder
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

f
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Kingdom Marriage

al NNAF3IS 461 & D2RQA ARSIF FNRBY GKS FANRG LXFOS FyR a
deal of guidance and support in building a marriage that will last if we build our marriage around his word

and keep God as the foundation of our home. It is virtually impossible to be doing well spiritually if our

marriage is not going well because the two are so inter-related. This is not to say that marriages within

the kingdom of God will be perfect, but they should be much stronger and look much different from the

average marriage in the world.

Goddés Plan for Marriage
Genesis 2:24

9 Marriage was given to us by God to meet the needs of one another
M Butonly God can meet our deepest needs
9 Each spouse should put no other human (including their kids) ahead of their affection for their spouse,
odzi AF GKSe& R2y Qi SIFIOK t2@S D2R (GKS Yz2aidsz GKS YI NNA
9 Have you and your spouse discussed the idea of loving God even more than each other and the
implications of putting him at the center of your relationship?
Note:
Jesus defined marriage in Matthew 19:4-6 as a union between a man and a woman; he did so quoting the
Old Testament passage in Genesis 2:24 so both the Old and New Testaments confirm this truth

= =

Matthew 19:8 -9
9 In contrast to a word that increasingly takes marriage lightly and as an arrangement of convenience, God
expects marriage to be for life
M If we have divorced, God can forgive us as he does for any other ungodly behavior before entering into
Christ but as Christians we are not to take marriage lightly
M What does it demand of us to truly commit to a marriage covenant for life?

Ephesians 5:28 -33
9 The ultimate purpose for marriage lies even beyond just a companionship between a man and a woman

9 This tells us that the reason a man and woman become one flesh is to teach us about the ultimate
marriage and relationship between Christ and his people, the church

9 Our marriage teaches us about and points to the relationship between God and his people

f ¢KA& A& | Glraidteé RAFTFSNByYy(d LzN1LI2 &S FNRBY YINNALFISaA A
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1 Inagodly marriage, our purpose is to learn to be holy with another human being so as to learn about and
grow in my relationship with GodT we can certainly have joy in our marriages but being happy is not the
core purpose; being godly is

M How does that radically change how we approach marriages as a whole and specific situations within our
marriages?

Ephesians 5:21 -28
9 A Christian marriage should be marked by mutual respect, love, and submission
9 This works out practically in important things such as:
1 Husbands and wives should respect one another and submit to one another but the husband is
the spiritual head of the family
I The husband should set the pace in having quiet times together
I  Praying together
9  Having regular family devotionals
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Being an active part of the church family

Mutually edifying communication (Ephesians 4:29)

Spending quality time together

Getting rid of bitterness and pent-up feelings in a godly way (Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:31)
Working together as a team by coordinating your schedules and checking with each other often
Laying down your lives, feelings, and emotions for the benefit of one another (Philippians 2:1-5)
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Loving Husbands
Colossians 3:19; (For Further Study: 1 Pet. 3:7)

M Husbands are to lead the family spiritually but should be loving and considerate of their wives

M Husbands should do their share of the load and be willing to help around the house and raising the kids

M A husband should, in most normal situations, be equally comfortable caring for the children if the wife is
out of town, for instance, as the wife is

9 Inwhat areas do you as a husband need to grow? What areas are a strength of yours?

Submissive Wives

Colossians 3:18; (For Further Study: 1 Pet. 3:5 -6; Prov. 21:19; 25:24: 27:15 )
g {doYAraaAirzy R2SayQi YSIy G2 0SS OGN} YLX SR 2vy
M It means to be respectful and willing to choose to respect the authority and role of the other person
M  Wives should encourage their husbands to lead but not be nagging in their efforts
M Inwhat areas do you as a wife need to grow? What areas are a strength of yours?

Three Elements of a Christian Home
1) A Welcoming Home
1 Peter 4:9

M Having a home that is open to others consistently is important
9 2SS R2y Qi o6lyid G2 ONBIFGS LINARGFGS fAGGES KIFI@Sya odzi
constantly on display
9 Have both Christians and non-Christians over for dinner, dessert, or almost any other reason
often

2) A Spiritual Home

1 Corinthians 10:31
9 Your household should seek to bring God glory in everything you do
¢ 52y Q0 ar @S ALANARGdzZ f d(dKAy3Ia F2N) OKdzZNOK 3IF GKSNAy3Ia
9 Have spiritual conversations together, encourage one another spiritually, and seek to help each other
grow
¢ 52y QG GNB (G2 LINRGSOG 2yS Fy20KSNIIp ¥ GKSNB Aa dzy3z2Rt
M Help one another stay righteous before God (Hebrews 3:12)
9 Every marriage needs counseling, mentoring, and input; seek it
9 Agree with one another on the importance of discipling and input within your marriage and give
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I How do you feel about getting ongoing mentoring and discipling in your marriage?

3) A Loving Home
1 Corinthians 7:5

9 Do not deprive one another, but act out of the interest of one another (this is a two-way street)

¢ Wdzali o0SOFdzaS @2dzOQNB YINNARSR R2SayQd YSIy NRBYFYGAO i
surprises, etc., cannot be constant parts of your relationship

M Why is ongoing love and romance important in a marriage and for the entire household?
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Things to Ponder
¢ LT @2dz RARYQU 32 GKNRdIzZAK (KAa addzReé 6AGK @&2dzN) &Ll dza
areas you would like to grow in, and your thoughts on what you need to change in your marriage (Notice
the focus of what you are sharing is on you and not your spouse).
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Kingdom Parenting
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made up of husband, wife, and usually children. A quick glance around our world, sadly, will show us

what trouble the basic building block of the family is in. Marriages regularly struggle and fall apart and

many people feel quite lost when it comes to parenting. The Christ-centered family will serve as a very

different example of what a family can be and be quite attractive and offer great hope to those around

you. The more our families learn to be centered on Christ, the more they will stand out from the typical

families around them. This should not put pressure on anyone as though the Christian family must be

perfect, because none of them are. We are not perfect but we do have a sharp focus and a goal of where

we are going and what we can continue to transform into rather than just surviving to the next day the

way that many families do.

The Goal T A Christ -Centered Home
Proverbs 22:6

M We are called to teach and train our children about the way that they should go

M Thisis a full-time job

9 Children need to have the standard of the Bible applied to every area of their life and be taught to do so
themselves as well; this should be done in an encouraging and not heavy or oppressive way

9 The primary way that we teach children the way of Christ is through constant, little conversations with
them where we help to direct their worldview

9  We have to teach them that everything has a worldview that it is trying to teach them

9 They have to be very careful about the influences that they are allowing into their minds (1
Corinthians 15:33); this includes

Music

Friends

Movies

TV

Books

Etc.,

M We also need to teach them the important elements of a Christian life such as being giving and loving,
hospitality, flexibility, self-sacrifice, etc.

9 The general truth that if we train our children in the way that they should go that they will not part from it
is generally true but not an absolute promise because children do have their own free will
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Deuteronomy 6:1 -9
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9 This passage, using a lot of powerful symbolic imagery, teaches us the importance of constantly
inundating our children with the word of God
M We need to make sure that this is not crushing and takes on a negative tone of constant correction but an
encouraging goal that the whole family works towards
9 This should include:
9 Regular family devotionals or Bible learning time
9 Regular quiet times with children at a level that is realistic for them
9  Praying regularly with children
9 Have aregular and encouraging discipling time with each child
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Encouraging Environment

Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21
9 Training children in the way of the Lord needs to be deliberate, firm, and consistent but you must take
OFNB y20G G2 YIF1S A0 RA&O2dzNI IAYy3a FyR fSIF@S (KSY
9 Thereis a spiritual chain-of-command: Christ® husband® wife@ children
9 The father must be the spiritual director of the home
9 But the husband and wife need to work together
9 If you are a single parent, it will be more difficult but not impossible
9 Take advantage of the rest of the body of Christ to help you
M Your family atmosphere should be encouraging, fun, and inviting for all
M Spend special time with your kids (together and separately)
M Have special traditions and make memories
M Give them lots of affection , encouragement and affirmation
M Your affirmations should far outweigh your corrections

Discipline
Proverbs 23:13 -14; 22:15 -22
9 Discipline is the act of lovingly training your children
9 God commands that we discipline our children
M Any time of discipling should be God-focused, loving, firm, and never harsh
M If you cannot be controlled and calm then do not discipline at that moment
9 Discipline of any kind should never be done in anger
9 Children should always be taught and explained to why they are receiving discipline or correction
and what they could have done rather than the undesired behavior
9 Any discipline time should end with loving and reassurance
M Itisvitally important, though, that we are ultimately shepherding the heart of our children (and their
motivations and desires) rather than just focusing on right behavior
1 Remember we are not trying to raise good little boys and girls that blindly obey; we are trying to craft
godly young men and women who follow God from their heart

Salt and Light
Mark 9:50; Matthew 5:14  -16
9  We are to have salt among or in ourselves
9 This gives a visual image of a container that needs to be filled with salt
9 Our children are like salt shakers

¢ LT 6S R2y Qi FAff GKSY dzlJ gAGK GKS arta 27

happy to fill them up
M Be constantly aware what their influences are and what is going into their mind
M The family of God seeks to be a light to the world, showing the world how to live as the people of God

I Asfamilies within that larger family we are also to be a light to those around us

I Work together as a family to be a light in your neighborhood, your schools, etc.

9 Teach your kids to think evangelistically and work together as a family to bring friends, relations,

and neighbors to the family of Christ as well
9 Be hospitable regularly and teach your entire family how to take part in that

Setting the Bar
Matthew 10:24
9 Your children will be very unlikely to be more spiritually and focused on God than you are
M Model consistency
1 Model humility
M  You cannot do this on your own
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Be humble and get lots of advice, input, and discipling
Be open with your struggles so that other Christian parents can encourage and help you

Things to Ponder
9 Inwhat areas as a parent do you feel that you most need to grow?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

1
f
f

Is there anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these

Scriptures?
What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these

Scriptures?
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Politics and the Kingdom

One of the most contentious aspects of life today can be the relationship between the individual and

politics. Emotions quickly get heated over political issues and many people put an incredible amount of

hope and personal investment into politics. Many Christians engage in the world of politics based on their

own backgrounds and beliefs without really considering the biblical mindset that Christians are to have

gKSY AG 0O02YSa (2 GKS tdidd abolithsgadifit issuasibfwRodo vote? f& rNB Y 2 (i
support but this study will look at the larger worldview that Christians should have when it comes to

politics.

1. The New Humanity

Galatians 3:26 -29; Philippians 3:20
'  Early Christians truly believed themselvesi 2 6 S LJ NI 2F D2RQa NBAaAG2NBR KdzYl vy
Kingdom of God
M They believed themselves to be citizens of a Kingdom that did not have physical borders but was every bit
as real and demanding of our loyalty as any earthly-based kingdom, nation, or state
They put their identity, hope, and loyalty in the Kingdom of God rather than their home country
This mindset led them to taking advantage of the citizenship of their home country if it furthered the
cause of the Kingdom but they never lost sight of the fact that the Kingdom had become the true object of
their allegiance
9 How is this different or challenging for you?
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2. Bringing Individuals into the New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:15 -17

9 The early Christians understood that when someone entered into Christ they entered into the realm of

the New Creation, the Kingdom of God

9 ¢KA& OFffta dza (2 OASs SOSNER2YyS IyR SOSNRGKAY3I (KNER
way
Our world is divided over politics and it is important to value the Kingdom over earthly politics
It is sad and often sinful when Christians engage in political rhetoric or side-taking at the expense of the
KingdomofGodt € 2dz YAIK{G SELINB&E &2dzNJ 2LIAYyA2ya FTNBSt& odz
just severely damaged your ability to share your faith with the other half of people who believe differently
about politics than you do
The first step for Christians is to realize how important it can be to keep your political opinions to yourself
The second step is to work towards taking on an entirely different mindset about what will really help
solve problemsT is it politics or the Kingdom of God?

= =
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3. Changing the World Through Different Means
2 Corinthians 10:4 -5

M  What sort of weapons does the world use when it comes to changing things?
M1 Weapons of war
M  Weapons of harsh rhetoric
9  Putting hope in governments and ideologies
What sort of weapons does the Kingdom of God use when it comes to changing things?
Why is it important that Christians look very different from the political world around us?
It is a sad commentary that most non-Christians view Christians as nastier and more political than the
average personT this was definitely not the reputation of the early church

=a =4 =9
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4. The Kingdom Was Their Realm of Authority
1 Corint hians 5:9 -11;6:1 -5

f
f

The realm of identity, loyalty, and authority for the early Christians was that of the church, not the world
They understood that they could not force their opinions, beliefs, or values on the world at large nor
should they appeal to the systems of the world to settle matters that could be settled within the Kingdom
of God
Do you truly embrace the concept that the Kingdom of God is more deserving of your loyalty and
allegiance than the country of your birth

M What does that mean in practical terms?

5. Seek First the Kingdom
Matthew 6:33

il

1

1

Early Christians believed that they had no role in earthly politics or the public square because it was a
total conflict of interests

They valiantly and tirelessly defended the cause of those that could not help or defend themselves and
destroyed the evil of the world within their mists (such as slavery and the killing of infants known as
exposure) but they never tried to change society from the outside or even through being engaged in the
political square

For the first 3 centuries of Christianity, they refused to take part in the politics, public arena, or military of
their home countries

They understood that to engage in any of those things tied them to all of the non-Kingdom of God values
and practices of the country, politician, or movement that they showed support to

Consider the following two quotes from the early Christian church:

9 finus, all ardor in the pursuit of glory and honor is dead. So we have no pressing inducement to
take part in your[politics]. Nor is there anything more entirely foreign to us than affairs of
state.t Tertullian c. 195 AD
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each state the existence of another national organization that was founded by the Word of God.
And we exhort those who are mighty in word and of blameless life to rule over churches. . . It is
not for the purpose of escaping public duties that Christians decline public offices. Rather, it is so
they may reserve themselves for a more divine and necessary service in the church of Godt for
the salvation of men. ¢ Origen c. 248 AD

What is your response to the two quotes above?

Things to Ponder

f
f

How has this study changed, challenged, or confirmed your previous beliefs on the role of Christians in
earthly politics?
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Maturing in Christ

The Christian life is not about being stagnant or staying the same. It is a life of growing and transforming
into the image of Christ. When we understand that we will understand that we are constantly on a quest
to become more mature in our life as disciples. Although there are countless ways that we can continue
to grow, this study will focus on some of the primary ways that we can go after constant spiritual growth
in our lives.

Anchored in Christ
Hebrews 2 :1
9 To grow spiritually and mature in Christ we need to be anchored in Christ
9 S R2y Qi I yOK2NJ 2dzNJ §K2dZAKGaAX ARSIazZ ¢2NRAX $2NI RO
a boat that is not anchored and slowly drifts out with the currentt drifting out gradually is easy and
happens quicker than we think; and it is much easier to drift out than it is to paddle back in
M Revelation 2:4-5 warns about drifting from the convictions and love that we had at first for God and his
people?
M Have you already noticed any drifting in your commitment or loyalty to God and his people?

Wal king in Christ
1 John 2:6
9 What does this passage call us to be and do?
9 Many of us like to celebrate how Jesus walked but do we really want to walk how he walked and live how
he lived?
9 Do you really want to be as humble, sacrificial, loving, and serving as Jesus?
M Areyou truly committed in your heart to living the life to which Jesus called us to live?

Fixated on Christ
Hebrews 3 :1;12:1-3

M Whyis it so important to fix our thoughts and eyes on Jesus?
I What does that mean on a daily basis in the real world?
M When Peter was walking on the water and he took his eyes off of Jesus, what happened to Peter?
9 How does this serve as a picture of what happens to us when we take our eyes off of Christ and
worry on the winds and waves of life around us?

Grounded in Christ
Hebrews 5 :11-14

What do the mature do according to this passage?
1 In Mark 4:24-25, Jesus says that the measure we use to dig into his word will be the measure that we
receive in spiritual growth
9 Imagine you could go to a sea of gold coins and were allowed to take out one scoop of any size
you wished

M  Would you take a small shot glass or the biggest container you could find?

 ¢KS IyasgSNI Aa 200A2dza odzi K2¢g 2FGSy R2 6S | LILINE
 God wants us to dig into his word and obey it radically. That is how we will grow spiritually
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Bonded in Christ
Hebrews 10 :22 -25 (For Further Study: Hebrews 3:12 -14)

1 Weall want to draw near to God without wavering but one of the clearest ways that we do this is to draw
near to one another and to not give up meeting together
9 Scripture is clear that the way we feel about and treat others is the clearest measure of how loyal we are
to God
9 Why do you think that is the case?
9 How does loyalty and commitment to one another in the body of Christ help us to grow in spiritual
maturity?

Sacrificing in Christ
Colossians 1:24 -29 (For Further Study: James 1:2 -4; 1 John 3:16)
9 Our natural tendency is to not go through trials or willingly sacrifice
9 Paul says that sacrificing for others is necessary because it is the only tangible way that they will directly
connect with the sacrifice for Christ
1 We are called to sacrifice for the benefit of others in the same way that someone else sacrificed for our
benefit which all eventually leads back to the sacrifice of Christ for us all
9 How does living a sacrificial life lead to spiritual maturity?

Led in Christ

Hebrews 13:7, 17
M What does humbly imitating the way of life of godly leaders and obeying their authority have to do with
maturing in Christ?
¢ 126 R2Sa D2RQA& itulil donymudtfFwith oheroshet and syfbmiditihgkolddir leaders help
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Things to Ponder
M Inwhich of these areas do you think you have already grown the most? In what areas do you still need
the most growth?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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One of the most important disciplines that a Christian needs to become consistent in is examining and
studying the word of God. This needs to become a top priority of any Christian whether you are a book
learner naturally or not. Each Christian should be consistently engaged in examining and learning the
word of God both independently and in community with other Christians.

The | mportance of Godds Word
Mark 4:1 -20
9 2SS Oly KI@S RAFFSNByld AyAlGAlf NBalLkRyaSa G2 D2RQaA
to our lives throughout our walk in Christ
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Mark 4:24 -25
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Psalm 119:105
9 What does this verse tell us that the word of God is for us?
9 What does it imply about our lives if we do not consistently have the word of God?

Luke 16:19 -31

M Jesus believed that the word of god (Moses and the prophets) was the most powerful tool available to
convert people to obedience to God

M He believed that the word was more effective and powerful than someone coming back from the dead
9 Faith comes from hearing the word of god and nothing else (Romans 10:17)

Hebrews 4:12 -13
9 The word is active and pertinent to our everyday lives which means it is important to dig into it everyday
9 What is your plan for learning from the word each day?

It Takes Work

Acts 17:10 -12
1  Why were this group of people commended?
9 Digging into the word of God is vital
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the word of God
9 Inorderto be aware of poor, shallow, or incorrect teaching, each disciple must have their own knowledge
of the word of God and constantly seek to dig deeper

1 Thessalonians 2:13
M They accepted the word of god as just that rather than a human word; What is the difference?
I  What did Paul mean by saying that the word was at work in them?

2 Peter 3:15 -16

1 We must be careful in how we handle the word of God so that we do not twist the Scriptures
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9 The Scriptures can be difficult to understand (even Peter had trouble with Paul at time, evidently) but that
R2SayQid YSIy GKFG 6S ljdZAd GNBAY3 (2 dzy RSNARGI YR
M There are many resources within the body of Christ to help you understand and go deeper ¢ use
them

2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16  -17
9 Reading is something that we do to a magazine or a good mystery novel
I The word of God is to be studied, examined, learned, and embraced
9 Become a student and a lifelong learner
1 How doyou do that?

Dondét Just Hear 11t Do It
James 1:22 -25
M Simply reading the word of God and agreeing with it but not putting it into obedient action is as silly as
looking at yourself in the mirror and forgetting what you look like
M Examine the word carefully with an eye towards obeying it and putting it into practice
M Are there times where you have been tempted to hear the word and know what it says but not really
obey it wholeheartedly?

Things to Ponder
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deeply?
9 How can you go about overcoming those obstacles?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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to do it. It is certainly important to have a convictionthaty2 dz Y SSR (2 &adGdzReéX SEIl YAYS:

word on a ever-increasing deeper level. But it is quite possible to have that conviction without knowing
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certainly many different ways to do that and they simply cannot even begin to be covered in this study

but we will look at some simple steps to help you get started.

Step 1 i Choose a book to study
M Itis never the most productive method to just wake up in the morning, crack open the Bible to whatever
page it opens to and begin reading for awhile to see what guidance and wisdom that particular section
happens to offer today
9 Todothatis to read the Bible more like a horoscope than the word of God that deserves to be
studied and examined deeply
9 Choose a book of the Bible that you would like to study
9 It may be a book that interests you, one that someone else suggested, one that was preached
from recently, or one that you think covers some specific material that might help you in the
areas in which you currently need growth and direction

Step 2 T Read Through the Book
9 Itisbestif you read all the way through your book to start
9 Do this in one sitting if possible (that will be much more difficult with some longer books so you may have
to break it up over a couple of days)
1 You may even want to read it through in its entirety in several different translations (HCSB, NIV, ESV,
NASB, NRSV, NLT, just to name a few)

Step 3 1 Principles to Understand the Book at a deeper lev el
¢ LG Aa AYLRNIFyG G2 NBYSYOSNI GKIG GKS . A6tS Aa D2RQA
9 The Bible was written for us but not directly to us
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said to the original audience to whom it was written; what was it calling them to do or know
M Tounderstand the Bible properly, there are a few simple guidelines that will help us if we follow:
1. Their Side of the River
M Consider what the text would have been telling the original audience (their side of the
river)
¢ LG Olyy20 YSIY ¥F2N) dza a2YSOKAy3a GKFIG AlG yS@e
understand everything at the time that it was written)
2. How Wide is the River
M Remember that there are things that put a greater distance between us and the original
audience:
Culture
Historical setting
Language (figures of speech, etc.)
{GFrddza Fra D2RQ&a LIS2LX S o6yl GA2y 2F LaN} St ¢
Covenant (Old or New)
Etc.
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M We have to at least be aware of those things as we consider what it will take to cross
the river to bring the text from their time into ours
3. /NPada GKS WAGSNIAY 2dzNJ . 2F 04 bl YSR at NAYyOALX S¢
9 The Bible is a book of timeless principles written to specific people at specific times
9 Ourjob asreadersis to not get bogged down in the cultural specifics of each situation
but to understand those things a bit so that we can properly extract the principle from
each situation
9 Determine the principle of a verse, passage, or paragraph
4. Arrive on Our Side of the River
M1 How would we apply this principle to the people of God today?
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surface, seem to have no application for us today ¢ Exodus 21:28-29
1. Their Side of the River
9 They were being told quite clearly that an animal that injured another human must be
put to death and its meat not eaten so that no benefit might come from such a tragedy.
This would have been an economic blow for the owner so it was not as though they
were getting off free and clear. If, however, this was a repeated offense, then the
owner was negligent and it should not be treated as an accident; the owner would pay
the price for the crime with their own life
2. How Wide is the River
9 Remember that there are things that put a greater distance between us and the original
audience:
9 This was written to the people of Israel before they had a king and any kind of ruling
I2PSNYYSyld 2GKSNJ GKFy D2RQ&a ¢2NR
9 The Law was the model by which they judged every aspect of life and it told them
what kind of people they should be
M They were an agrarian people that would come in contact with animals often
9  This took place under the Old Covenant and the Law
3. CrosstheRiverinourBol i bl YSR &t NAYy OA L)X Sé
9 The principle here is something like this: God does not want us to punish people unduly
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grace where appropriate but also be responsible for their actions (or lack thereof) and
make restitution if they or something that is in their care (child, pet, etc) causes harm
4. Arrive on Our Side of the River
9 Thisis a principle that can easily be applied to many appropriate situations
{ Reading the Bible thisway makesaf f 2F D2RQ& 62NR fAQGAYy3 [yR |

Step 4 i Read and Observe
9 Once we have read a book all the way through we now want to go back carefully and be detectives

I What does each sentence say?

I  What is the main point of each paragraph?

9 Arethere any wordplays, repetitions of words or ideas, figures of speech, lists, commands, etc.,
of which we need to take note?

9 !'NB GKSNB lyeé LINIa (KIG @2dz R2y Qi dzyRSNa Gl YR

M Getin the habit of taking notes while you study, including writing down questions that
you cannot answer on your own

M If you need to look up a specific word to see what it might have meant in the original language

you can use a source like www.blueletterbible.org (type in a verse, several small icons will appear
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G2 GKS tSTiG 27F (KI K3 NGISAEO 10 K2y aiBK Si K{Si NEOE I G20 2y dz
would like to look up)
1 You may also find it helpful to get a concordance and a good Bible dictionary
il
Step 5 T Work Your Way Through the Book
M Go through a little bit of the book each day
§ . 2dzONB QP8GazayAl RRBSayQi YIFIGUSNIKz2g¢g t2y3a @&2dz (G118 G2

Step 6 T Come to Some Convictions
M Atthe end of each daily study session you will want to write down the answers to some simple questions:
What did | learn about the nature of God today and/or how he relates to his people?
2 KFG LINAYOALX Sa& RAR L SyO2dzyGSNI Ay D2RQ& 22NR ¢
What do these principles mean for the people of God?
How do these principles teach, rebuke, correct, and train me in righteousness today?
What am | goingtodoinresponseil 2 D2RQa 62NR (2RI &K

=A =4 =8 =4 =4

Things to Ponder

M You might not fully grasp all of the points above but keep going through them and working through books
until they make sense
If you need help from an older disciple, then by all means get some

1
1 Which book of the Bible would you like to start studying (if you plan to try to use the above method)?
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The Kingdom of God, Part 1

¢tKS OSYy NIt FALISOG 2F WS&adzaQ YAYAAUNER 2y SFENIK FyF
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and

ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible. Being that it is such an important element

2F D2RQ&a 6Aff F2N KA & entid&2ebtlbnSit islimpdrtanitiat wié BeSn tdhSvdai Aye 2 F
good understanding of what the kingdom of God is.

The Kingdom of God on Earth

Genesis 1:31; 2:8 -9; 2:16 -17
¢ D2RQa ONBIGA2Y 41 & 2dzad a D2R 6FyiGSR AGT G4KS DI NRS
9 God created humans to live in concert with him, being his representatives and caring for his creation
¢ D2RQa (AYy3IR2Y KIF& (2 R2 gAGK NBFfATAYy3a GKS NHzZ Sz NE
T ldz¥kya 6SNB YIRS (2 65 Ay D2RQ& | AYy3IR2Y o6& R2AYy3I KA

Losing the Kingdom
Genesis 3:6 -7; 17 -19; 23 -24
¢ Idzytya OK2a$S (2 R2 GKSANI 26y ¢6Aff NIGKSNI GKIY D2RQ3
part of his kingdom and rule, and separated us from God
9 Ever since this moment, God has been at work to restore us to his kingdom

Hints of the Kingdom
Exodus 19:3 -8
9 God entered into covenant with the descendants of Abraham, the Israelites
M God rescued them, brought them out of Egypt
1 God was their king, they were to be his people
M Hecalled them to be obedient
f Hec £t SR GKSY (2 06S LINASadGa o6LIS2LX S gK2 O2dzxZ R Sy
so as well)
¢ LANI St |3AINBSR G2 0S D2RQa LIS2LI) S

9 This would not be the kingdom in its fullness but would show people what the kingdom would be like
9 Sadly, the remainder of the Old Testament chronicles the face that Israel broke covenant with God and
refused to be the people that God wanted them to be
Isaiah 2:2 -4

9 Israel, the covenant with them, and the Law were always temporary measures for God to bring about his
kingdom through the Messiah

9 The mountain of the Lord was another way of talking about the kingdom of God

M The Messiah would bring about a new wave of the kingdom and allow it to break into the present realm

9 Notice that it prophesies that the kingdom would consist of people from all nations who would live in
LISFOS YR KIFEN¥Y2ye gA0GK 2yS FYy20KSNJ gAGKAY D2RQa 1Ay
kingdom could not be Israel if the promise was to consist of all nations)

I  Why isitimportant for us today to understand that part of the kingdom has always been that it would

O2yarad 2F L6t LIS2L(S 2F +it ylLdAazya FyR aNI OSaéK

Jeremiah 31:31 -34

M God promised a New Covenant that would surpass the Old Covenant with Israel
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M This New Covenant would not be by birth but by choice as each individual had the choice to enter into
relationship with God and to be part of his kingdom

Daniel 2:44

¢ D2R LINRPYAASR (2 SaidloftAakK KAia (1Ay3aR2Y 2y SI NI K RdzNR

Daniel 7:13 -14

9 The Messiah, the son of man, would establish the everlasting kingdom that would never end

2 Chronicles 36:23
9 Inthe Hebrew Bible that Jesus used during his lifetime, this was the last verse of what we call the Old
Testament (the texts were the same, they just used a somewhat different order for the books)
9 This verse was a prophecy that pointed to the fact that the kingdoms of the earth were lacking
M Someone needed to return to Jerusalem to build God a proper Temple
M This would not be another physical Temple
9 ¢KS GSN)Y HNIgod I #ISR & AaLISOATAO GSNNY Ay (GKS | SoNBg f
M Itreferred to one going into holy war for the cause of God and his people
f ¢KS o0FaAro0 ljdzSadAarzy GKIG GKS 1 SoNBg htR ¢SadlySyd f
people in Jerusalem and finally bring about the promised Kingdom and Temple that Israel had been
waiting for?
f LY 20KSNJ g2NRaz ¢K2 ¢g2dzf R SaidlofAaK D2RQa {(Ay3IR

N

Things to Ponder
9 LT 6S O2yaARSNI GKIG G4KS YAYy3IR2Y 2F D2R ABwdaD2RQa 4A
R2S&a GKIG KStLI dza G2 dzy RSNRGFYR GKS htR ¢Saidl YSyid L
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Kingdom of God, Part 2

¢tKS OSYy NIt FALISOG 2F WS&adzaQ YA Y ofaGodNEn actuyfity, e NI K | Yy F
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and

ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible. Being that it is such an important element

2 T D2 RoQHis pepple binfd is the destiny of his entire creation, it is important that we begin to have a

good understanding of what the kingdom of God is.

The Kingdom Coming in Waves

Matthew 6:10
M One of the key things that Jesus taught his disciples to pray for was that the kingdom would continue to
02YS IyR (KI G D2 R@XKIdiA fAfa diXKdt R A6V RRZY Sy SaaSyoSs il

done
M It would make little sense for Jesus to ask his disciples to pray for something that was largely irrelevant in
their time
M Jesus asked them to pray for the kingdom to come because it was breaking in all around them

0KNRdzZZK WS&adzaQ YAYAAGNR FyR ¢2dZ R 02YS Ay | &LJS

Matthew 4:17

9 Jesus was preaching from the very onset of his ministry that the kingdom of God had come near
9 ¢KS ({AYy3IR2Y ¢2dz R 06S GKS OSyidNIrf FaLISOld 2F WSadzaQ

Matthew 12:28
¢ ¢KNRdzZIK WS&adzaQ |OGA2ya FyYyR YAyAadadNR (GKS {Ay3aR2Y 27
had foretold
M The Messiah was ushering in the kingdom of God

Mark 9:1
9 Jesus told his disciples that some would be alive and, by implication, some would be dead, at the coming
of the kingdom

9 ¢CKA& ¢2dA R &aSSY (2 AYyRAOFGS GKIG GKS {1Ay3IR2YZI |
would come in a very strong wave, in power, during the lifetimes of at least some of the disciples

M1 Aswe will see, when the kingdom did come in power, Judas Iscariot (who was present here)
g2dZ R 60S RSIR 6KAES (KS 20KS NRuit#adcazteR 6S | £ A @SS

9 The kingdom came in waves and it seems that this coming in power would come in a series of
waves as well through the death and resurrection of Christ as well as the events of Pentecost
RSAONAROGSR Ay 10Ga&a v auapQftt 221 4 GKIFEG Ay GKS

Luke 24:44 -49
9 This takes place after the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
M Hetellsthem:
1 All prophecies in the Old Testament must be fulfilled
9 Forgiveness of sin would be proclaimed to all nation beginning at Jerusalem
9  The Spirit would come upon them in power as a means to this

Acts 1.3 -5
9 Jesus resurrected after 3 days, then spent 40 days teaching his disciples about the kingdom of God
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M Hethen ascended to heaven and 7 days later Pentecost took place in Jerusalem
M1 We will turn to the events of Pentecost and following as it relates to the Kingdom of God in the next study

Things to Ponder
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

9 Are there any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Kingdom of God, Part 3

¢tKS OSYy NIt I & LIS O (i rthard tedbting wad the kiMgloyh ofAGOdNIN actlafity, the
kingdom of God is the skin of the entire word of God; it is the thing that keeps everything together and
ties in all of the other themes, truths, and aspects of the Bible. Being that it is such an important element

2F D2RQ&a 6Aff F2NJIKAa LIS2LXS FyR Aa (KS RSaidAye

good understanding of what the kingdom of God is.

The Spirit Opens the Door to the Kingdom for the Jews

Acts 2:1 -12
 ThefeaGA @It 2F tSyiSdOz2ait G221 LIXIFOS pn RF&a | ¥Fi
M Jews from all nations were present in Jerusalem to celebrate
9 The Holy Spirit came in power (v. 4)
M The miraculous sign that the family of God, the kingdom of all nations, had come was that each person
heard the proclamation in their own language
Acts 2:22 -24
M Jesus was killed but God raised him from the dead showing him to be the true Messiah, the one who
would be king of the kingdom
Acts 2:36 -39
9 God demonstrated that Jesus was both Lord and Christ
9 He was the king of the kingdom and a large wave of the kingdom had come
M Those who recognized Jesus as their Lord and king where prepared to follow and wanted to know what to
do
M They were told to enter into the life of Christ, the life of the kingdom, by being baptized and receiving the
forgiveness of sin and the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit
M The door to the kingdom had been opened for the Jews

The Spirit Opens the Door to the Kingdom for the Gentiles
Acts 10:44 -49;11:15 -17

f
f

It seems like no large controversy to us that Gentiles would be welcomed into the kingdom of God but it
was a topic of great concern in the first century

Even the earliest Christians would have assumedthat DSy i Af S& g2 dz R y20 2dzai

Covenant family; surely they must become Jews first and follow the Law of Moses
The entirety of chapters 10-11 make clear that the Holy Spirit was making it clear that this was not the
case
I The work of Christ had changed their assumptions
¢ D2RQa Tl YAf & IwyuRindudepedgledMil nbkbBnls thrbugh nothing more than
entering into Christ
M The Spirit came upon them just as he had come upon people in the Old Testament (this was
different than the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit)
The Spirit came upon them in power just as he had come upon the disciples to open the door of the
kingdom at Pentecost
Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit the door to the kingdom had been opened in these events that
were once-for-all and need-not-be-repeated events
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The People of the Kingdom

1 Peter 2:9 -10
9 The people of God are the people of the kingdom
9 We are the kingdom of priests that God had always desired
9 Some have mistakenly assumed that this means that the kingdom of God is the same thing as the church
9 The church is to be the clearest example of the kingdom but the kingdom is the rule of God
9 The kingdom should be made manifest through the life and activities of the church

Still Waiting
1 Peter 1:3 -5
M  We have access to the kingdom, but it has still not come in all its fullness
9 Itis waiting in heaven until it comes in fullness with Christ when he returns at the resurrection of all
believers

Revelation 21:1 -7
M One day the kingdom will come in all of its fullness and God will restore the heavens and earth and he will
dwell with his people forever

Things to Ponder
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16

9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?

9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?

9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?

M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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In the Image of the King

There are so many religions and philosophies in our world today other true Christianity that offer
alternate ways and theories of saving people. Sometimes that can be confusing and they can begin to
sound rather attractive. But we must always remember what the real problems are. The real problem for
humans is not that are lives are miserable or that we just need to go to paradise or heaven or become one
with the universe. Our problem is that because of sin we have corrupted the image of God for which we
were intended. This is an important topic because Jesus Christ is the only solution to that problem.

The Purpose of Man
Genesis 1:26 -27
9 For what stated purpose did God make humans?
1 God made humans in his image, a word that referred representing God

A I dzYlyasz YIRS Ay D2RQ& AYlI3IS:E KIR GKS FoAftAGe G2

cared for his creation

Psalm 8:4 -9

f ¢KA& A& F LAOGHIINE 2F YIYy Ay KA& LISNFSOG ONBIGSR adtl

9 But does this sound like the average human being today?
A Do human beings rule over creation and flawlessly represent God?
1 Clearly we do not so what happened?

Image Corrupted
Genesis 5:2 -3
T IdzyYtrya ¢SNBE YIRS Ay D2RQa AYIF3AS:I (2 NBLNBaSyi
due to sin (Genesis 3)
T wkiGKSNJ GKIy 06SAy3 D2RQ&a AYIF3IS o6SFNBNEI KdzYl ya
A TRIYQA a2y Admage2NYy Ay KAad 26Y
f 1ldzYkrya ¢K2 aixy o0& R2Ay3I GKSANI 26y oAff OFy y2

The Perfect Image -Bearer

Colossians 1:15; 2 Corinthians 4:4
T wSadza OFYS (2 R2 D2RQa gAff WKy cYoyld gKAOK
9 Jesus represented God perfectly, did his will, and was the very image of God

Restored to Godbés | mage
Colossians 3:9 -10; Ephesians 4:21 -24; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Corinthians
15:49; Romans 8:29

9 In Christ we are being restored to the image of God
9 This process comes through knowing the life of Christ and doing it more and more

T 28 IINB y2( AYYSRAIFGSte& NBad2NBR Ay D2RQ& AYIl 3
A 2KSy 6S SYydSNI AyG2 /KNARaAG AG 060S3Aya | LINR
the Spirit

A We grow into the image of God
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A D2RQ&a LJXIYy FNRY o0SF2NB (GKS F2dzyRlIiA2ya 2F (KS S
his image by entering into the life of his son
A His plan was always to have a Messiah-shaped family
9 In Christ is the only way that we can be restored to the image of God
A b2 20KSNINBtAIA2YS ALANRGdAzZEE fSFRSNE LINRLKSGS 2
A Thatis why Jesus said that he was the way, the truth, and the life
A wSAG2NI GAEYIAR2AD2RBDAEY R AY [/ KNRAG ft2ySebSASNI T2

Give to Godods
Matthew 22:15 -22
9 The Pharisees thought that they could trap Jesus by asking him whether Jews should pay taxes to the
much-hated Roman Empire
A LT KS IyagSNBR aeSaé (ekaSytraitordy his 2wizh IRtenarS |j dzA O1 t & N
A LT IyagSNBR ay2¢é¢ (GKSYy KS ¢g2dzZ R 06S [jdzAO1te& | NNBa
paying taxes
YT Ay3a G2 GK2a$8 GKI

T wSadzaQ yagsSN ga akz201Ay3dte Yl
T I'S +alSR T2NJ limagebidiy oAGK /I S&lF NRa&
A ¢KS WSga aKz2dzZ RyQi KIFI@S KIFIR 2yS 2y (GKSY 0SSOI dza

violation of the ten commandments
T When they did produce it Jesus asked whose image was on it
A ¢KS Of SINIIFyasgSNI ga al/l Salk NE
9 Hisresponse was incredible

A aD3@i2 /IS&arFrN gKF-G A& /FSalNRa FyR G2 D2R é6KIF{

A 1 Aa LRAYylIH o6& GKIFIG GKS O2Ay KFR /FSalNna AYl3S
him

A . dzi KdzYtrya KIFIR 0SSy YIRS ¢gA0GK D2RQa AYF3AST |yR

A They should all be giving themselves entirely to God, because they had his image imprinted on

them

Things to Ponder

M What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
M Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
M Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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The Will of the King

hyS 2F (KS Y2ad AYLRNIIyd GKSYSa 27
{AYS AAYLX @ Llzizs Aa R2Ay3 2dzNJ 246y &
importance for our walk in the family of God as kingdom people.
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Made for Godbés Wil , but

Genesis 3:1 -6
T 'RFY YR 908 RSOARSR (2 R2 GKSANI 26y o6Aff yR 6KI G
T alyQa KSINIZ 2N G§GKS &SIG 27F (KSgthdr awi Wilf ratherfarR 06 SO 2 Y ¢

a
T 14 68Ay3a YIRS Ay D2RQ& AYI3IS (2 R2 KA G6Affx y2d F

A New Plan
Ezekiel 36:26 -27
1 God had a plan to renew the hearts of humans so that we could become fully human, doing his will once
again
1 This plan would come through Jesus

Godbés Wil on Earth

Matthew 6:10
f .SAy3a LINI 2F D2RQa {1Ay3dIR2Y YSIya (2 R2 D2RQ&a gAff

John 4:34

9 Inthe Jewish culture, food was symbolic for the substance that sustained your life
f /'y @&2dz ale GKFIG R2Ay3 D2RQa gAff Aa GKS Yz2ad AYLRN

John 6:38

9 For what purpose did Jesus say he came?

Matthew 7:21 -23
T Not everyone who thinks of themselves as religious or as knowing Jesus will be known by Jesus
f wWSadza alea (KFG 2yfteée (K2aS gK2 R2 D2RQa gAff I NB (K
' When considering your own judgment before Christ, are you confident that you have given your life to
R2AYy3 D2RQa gAffK

Romans 12:1 -2
9 A sacrifice was something that was offered up and given completely to God
9 On a personal and practical level, what does it mean to offer you as a sacrifice to God?
f 2KFG R2Sa Ad G1F1S G2 o0S3aAy 202 R2 D2RQA gAff NJ G KSNJ

Matthew 26:36 -46
U wSadza asSNWSa | a G§KS dzZ (& Wl rdtiGr thaR sRSittingacfthe Wit 6f yiid G KS Cl
human flesh
U WSadza GdzZNYySR G2 GKS CFOKSNIAY LINF@SNJ G2 FftA3dy KAYaAS
U Humans first disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden by refusing to do his will and doing their own will
instead
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will
U wSadza 61 a O2YLX SGSt 8rardaytmRNBYRSNBR (2 D2RQ& 6Aff

Things to Ponder
M  What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Are there any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M  What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Resurrection: The Great Hope

It is perhaps unfortunate that so many people, including Christians have little understanding about what
happens after we die. Very few Christians have a solid understanding of the Resurrection which is
particularly curious considering the fact that the writer of Hebrews lists the Resurrection of the dead
among the elementary teachings of the faith that everyone should know before even moving on to
spiritual maturity (Hebrews 6:2). With that in mind, we undertake to at least study out some of the basics
of the resurrection. Much of this might seem difficult to understand or new but it is not at all. These
concepts of the resurrection were the bread and butter of the early church. Resurrection, as understood
below, was the great hope of the early church. It was what continued to motivate them in the face of
death and was the promise that kept them from fearing persecution and even death. It makes sense that
it should be as important to us as it was to the early Christians.

The Message of the Gospel
2 Timothy 2:8 -11

f
f

What does Paul say, in shorthand, is his gospel message
The gospel is the declaration that Jesus was the Davidic Messiah that had defeated death and made that
victory available to those who would have faith in his life

1 Corinthians 15:1 -21

f
f

f
f

F'3IFAY t I dz
IS faz2 &l @
our resurrection

What does Paul say, in verses 12-19, is the negative ramifications if there is no resurrection from the dead
For a sample of other passages that speak of the importance of the resurrection of the dead in the
preaching of the apostolic church see: Acts 1:21-22; Acts 2:25-36; Acts 4:1-3; Acts 4:32-33; Acts 17:16-18;
31-33; Acts 23:6-8; Acts 24:10-21; Romans 1:1-6; Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 6:1-2

il @
i

What is the Resurrection?
1 Corinthians 15:42 -49

il

1

= =

For Paul the problem was not with the body itself but with sin and death which had taken up residence
producing corruption, dishonor and weakness

Being human is good, being an embodied human in good, being a rebellious human, a decaying human, a
human dishonored through bodily sin and bodily death is bad

What needs replacing is not the body but the animating force that controls the will

¢KS ¢2NRa& GNIyaftlriSR ayl GdzNI €€ FyYR GALANRGdZ ¢

of which it is made
Paul is saying that at the resurrection of those in Christ, our natures that are currently animated by our

20y KdzYly &az2dzZ a gAft 0S GNIyaFz2N)¥SR Odrteidéndy tof LIA NR {

sin will be gone and dealt with

Paul says in Romans 8:9-11 that the process of choosing to walk according to the Spirit rather than our
own fleshly desires in the present age trains us for and anticipates that time when we will be transformed
fully

2 Corinthians 5:1 -8

f
f

Paul describes a three stage process which includes:
Our present unredeemed bodies (He refers to this as our earthly tents)
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1 The intermediate stage when we will have passed through physical death and into the presence of the

[2NR g6l AGAy3a NBAdNNBREN2Y 61S OFLftfta GKAEA ao6SAy3a yli
9 The resurrection body (He calls this our heavenly dwelling because saying something was heavenly meant

it was aligned with the will of God and because the Scriptures promise that the resurrection bodies and

the new creation are being kept in heaven until God comes and restores all things including our bodies.

See Matthew 19:28; Acts 3:19-21; Romans 8:20-24; Colossians 3:1-5; 1 Peter 1:3-5

What the Resurrection Means in the Present
Romans 6:1 -14

9 Our baptism into Christ is not only the entrance into the death, life, and resurrection of Christ, it is also a
present participation in that life

9 The life and resurrection of Christ is not just a future hope
f 2SS R2y Qi 2dzad SyaGSNI Ayid2 | ¥FdzidzZNB NBadzNNBKeid A2y 06 dzi
present

1 Corinthians 15:58
9 Paul writes this verse in summary of his long exposition on resurrection
9 Dying to self, undergoing the persecution and trials of the Christian faith, and the work that we do in the
Lord are not in vain because they will matter in the resurrection, in the age to come
What we do now is an anticipation of the age to come, it is learning to live by the values of that time and
is not simply doing things for the sake of being blindly obedient

Things to Ponder
1 Why is it so significant to understand the resurrection of believers as the inheritance and great hope of
D2RQ& LIS2LX SK
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
1 What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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Resurrection: What and When?

A great deal of money passes hands each year as peoplesLJS Odzf  §S | 62dzi 6KSy (G(KS aSy
happen and what it will be like. As Christians we are told by Scripture to be discerning and check out

every manner of spiritual teaching to see if it truly matches with the word of God. When we do that, it

appears that much of what passes today as biblical teaching about the return of Christ is not in line with

what Scripture actually says about the coming of Christ and the resurrection, nor does it match up with

what the earliest Christians believed about the resurrection and the return of the Messiah. This study will

focus on the return of Christ and the resurrection of those in Christ.

Matthew 19:28
1 2KFEd R2Sa WwWSadza LINBYAAS gAff KIFILWSy G2 altf (KAy3Iaé
T ¢KS g2NR (KIdG Aa ZVSEYyaliRNNPATRNERECBBY §HINR dZAKE o6 O
O2yRAGAZ2Y DE
f alyeée LIS2LX S
earth is destroyed
A s that what this passage implies, however?
A 2 SQf f OrRto/séeif hatiSwhat the Scriptures teach about the resurrection age?

G6SyR G2 GKAYyl 2F GKS 113S G2 02YS la Gt

Ephesians 1:10
1 The great promise here is that one day all things in heaven and earth will be brought together as one
9 To understand that idea it helps to understand that the early Christians (and the Old Covenant Jews)
0SSt ASOSR GKF(G KSIF@Sy FyYyR SIFENIK ¢gSNB ONBIFIGIGSR Fa RAT
separated as a result of human sin
9 The separation of the heavenly realms and the earthly realms would be repaired when Christ brought
them back together at the resurrection and renewal of all things

1 Peter 1:3 -5
I For what do we wait according to this passage?
f b2GA0OS (KIFIG GKS NBAAdINNBOGAZYy 1385 Aa aLki1Sy 2F Fa o°
it says that this final salvation is coming to us into our realm when Christ returns
1 ¢KA&A A& y2G (G2 are GKIG ¢S gAtt KIF@S aKSIF@Sy 2y SN
A It refers to the great day when Christ brings everything into submission and unites the heavenly
and earthly realms

Philippians 3:20
T What do we eagerly await?
From where is he coming?
9 What will happen when he does return?
A ¢KS SIFENIeé /KNRadGAlIya 0SSt ASOSR GKI G WSadzaQ NBadzN.
A He was apparently equally comfortable in the physical earthly realm (he could be touched, was
material, could eat, etc.) and the spiritual realm (he could go through walls, etc.)
A In a similar manner our resurrection bodies will be transformed in nature so that we will no
longer have the desire to sin and we will be capable of operating in the unified spiritual and
earthly realms
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2 Peter 3:3 -15
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Peter is answering those who were already mocking the belief in the resurrection of those in Christ and
the onset of the new creation
Many people think that Peter is saying that the whole world will be burned up and destroyed but that
cannot be the case based on both an understanding of the language he uses and two important pieced of
internal logic:
A First, Peter says that what he is describing is similar to the destruction that came upon the world
RdZNAYy3I b2FKQa Ff22Ro® ¢tKS $g2NR KS dzaSR KNP dzIK
means to & LIIZNERBE& a2t OS2 ¢ adzyf22aS8S3¢ 2N G2OSNIKNRG PE
about will be of a similar nature of cleansing destruction as the flood. The flood was certainly not
an annihilation of the physical universe and neither is what Peter is describing.
A Second, Peter says in verses 14-15, that he is writing of the same things that Paul writes of, but
nowhere do we see Paul describing the annihilation of the world. Paul speaks of resurrection
and restoration of the universe (see Romans 8:18-25 for example)
When Peter refers to the elements being destroyed, he uses a word which can mean elements as we
might think of as atoms, etc., but more frequently the word was used as a figure of speech referring to

GKS I 00X 0Qa 2F GKS $2NIR 06SaLISOALtte Ay | yS3AFGAC
basic principles of the world opposed to God will be unloosed and judged for what they are

t SGSNRa dzasS 2F afFAR o0FNBE o6& F FAIANE 2F aLISSOK
2 KSy KS &L)SIF14a4 2F FANBI KS Aa dzaAy3d | O2 Yefiky WSgA A

(Ex. 24:17; Deut. 4:24; 2 Sam. 22:9; Ps. 18:8; Isa. 30:27, 30; Heb. 12:29)

¢tKS yS¢6 KSIFI@Sya FyR ySg SINIK NBFSNE (2 BPRQAE NBail?z
When you consider all of these elements (which might sound difficult but was using very common Jewish

language and figures of speech at the time) what is this passage telling us about the return of Christ?

When Will This Take Place?
1 Thessalonians 4:13 -18

1

¢KS SIENXe /KNRaGAFIYa 6SNB &2 n@aryhledd héiryal thelfiftfruits WS & dza Q
OmM /2N mMpYHnOo OGKFG GKS@ 6SNB LINBLINBR F2NJ Al (2 K
would take place so they spoke of its coming as being near and imminent, which it always is. Simply
becauseithas@ S G2 G118 LIXIOS R2S8Sa y2G YSIy GKIG AG g2y
theories to explain that resurrection has already happened as a spiritual event or something that happens

when we die (2 Timothy 2:15-18)

Because of this eager expectation, there was much talk of those who were alive at the resurrection being

transformed. This led some to wonder what happened to those who had already died. Did they miss

out?

Paul says, first that no one know when the resurrection will come but when it does it will not be a secret

coming or something that could be missed.

It will include the dead in Christ that he will raise and will also include the transformation of those still

alive

Paul says that they will be caught up together in the clouds to meet in the air

A This is clear allusion to Moses entering into the glory cloud of the presence of God (Ex. 24:15-18)

A ¢KS g2NR GNIyatlridSR ayYSSidae¢ ¢l a FOGdzrtte I GSNE
escorting someone important back into town (For examples see Matt. 25:1, 6; Acts 28:15)

A ¢KS DNBS] 62NR (NXyatlFrdiSR aFANE gl & | &aLISOATAO

as opposed to the sky (For examples see : Acts 22:23; 1 Cor. 9:26; 14:9; Eph. 2:2)

A The clear point, then, of this passage is that when Christ returns to his creation, his people will
come into his presence to meet him and escort him into the earthly realm as it is flooded with
the heavenly realm, to live in the presence of our God forever
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Revelation 21:1 -7
9 From which direction is the New Jerusalem (symbolic of the heavenly realm) coming and to where is it
going?
T Where will God dwell with his people forever?

1 Thessalonians 5:1 -11
What does this passage tell us about the effectiveness of trying to determine the time and dates when
Christ will return?
What does this tell us about our response to the resurrection and how it should affect our lives here and
now?

Things to Ponder
M  What have you learned from this study that might have been new biblical information for you?
9 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.T 2 Timothy 3:16
9 Isthere anything you learned from these Scriptures that was new for you?
9 Arethere any new convictions that you have gained as a result of these Scriptures?
9 Arethere any areas of your life or thinking which need to be corrected as a result of these
Scriptures?
M What specific steps are you going to take to apply the things you have learned from these
Scriptures?
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